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Why some of them do not improve financial protection for the poor? 
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Abstract 

Most empirical studies have shown that health care system reform in China 

does not work as expected. By comparing the case of China with the cases 

of Mexico and Vietnam, we try to find the explanation from two aspects: 

policy design and evaluation methodology. It is possible to comment on the 

single policy design to some extent, whereas it is actually implausible to 

judge the policy package as a whole since governments always face various 

constraints. However, it is highly possible that the non-positive empirical 

evidence in the case of China is caused by the evaluation error rather than 

the policy design itself. We further elaborate the evaluation issues from the 

choice of outcome variables, data and estimation strategies.  

 

Keywords: health system reform, developing countries, policy design and 

evaluation 
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               

                











              

         







          



   








              









              



  



             
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
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            
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
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 
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

             

              

           
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 
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    
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



 

             

          

               











  







            

          

             

              

             

              







           







            



           

    

     
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            



           



          

             

            



          







          

              

             

            



            

            

        

              

          



              

           







            

        

           



             





              





                 







 

 

              

               







            

  

            





                 



           

        



  

            
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   





              

          

            

              

             

 



 

 

            

 



 

               



 





            



     

             







  



      



               

             




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











        





              







                   









                

             

              



    





             





























 



             

           



               



          















               

              



               




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











































 
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               

 




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   

              



     







              

              

               

             
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

                  

           




































 
































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
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
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   

      

          

         



        





         



          





     









 

   

      

             

              







          

           

    

    











            

              

             
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

             







                 









           





 



           

           





        

 

       







              



             

               



      
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           

                   









               







   



 

  



   

 



  

 



    



 

          

 



 



          



              

     





 

 



               



 



 

             





           

 

   



 

 

        







            

             

 

 

   



                   







 

      

 

 

 

   

 



           







          





            



            
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
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
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
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               

             
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              

 


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



 
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       

             



               

          



           










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
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            




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
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              
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

               
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



  





 

 





 
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 
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 

 


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
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
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



 


 



 






 







 




 







 





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
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







               





    



  









                

















             







            



 

               
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
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         



             

           

   





              









    





       

   

        

               



             

  



 



 



   

 



             

         



                
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

            

             

             

          

             

     







   





              

               



             



             

            

           



             



             

         



      

              


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



            

           



             







 





               

 

 

               

 





                 

                



            

               

     

















  







  





















  







  





















  







  




















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



             

              

               

               









  

            



          








 

    

     

     

     

     

     

     

     









 

              

          







              


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 

     








 





 





               



         

                 

               

           























   

  



















   

  

    











       



         

 

            

            



             


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

     







 

     



              


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
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
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


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



   




           

 

 











 




   

            















 









 

  










      




 

  

   

    

     

      

       




       







 

 

  























 

  

   













 

 

  

   







 





 

 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    
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 

 

   
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    

    

    
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    

    
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











 

 

     





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      



      
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
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      
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

























 

























































       



























 



















 








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




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









        

    

       





       

       

          

        

        

           





      









 









                





           



            

             

               
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

              





  





      



  





         

            





  







            













 

               





     



             
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





 

           













 

              



              

 

           

      





             

  

              

          

             



               

           







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



 





           

                










 



             



      



   

           

    

             





 

               

 



 

 

 









      

                



             





              





             









           



 

               



           

             



 









           

               





 

             

         

            

 

             



             

           

              



         

          

       

               









             





           

 

            





              



 

    

          

                  

            

            

         





  



             



 

 

 

 





 
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         
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
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