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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

The Naticoal Academy of Sciences-National Research Council is a private, nonprofit
organization of scientists, dedicated to the furtherance of science and to its use for the general
welfare.

The Academy itself was estatlished in 1863 under a Congremuional charter signed by
President Lincoln. Enpowered to provide for all activities appropriate to academia of scicnce,
it was also required by its charter td act as an sdviser 10 the Federal Government in scientific
matters. This provision sccounts for the close ties that have always existed between the Academy
and the Government, although the Academy is not a governmental agency.

The National Research Council was eitablished by the Academy in 1916, at the request
of President Wilson, to enable scientists genenally to associate their efforts with those of the
limited membership of the Academy in service to the nation, to society, and (0 science at
home and abroed. Members of the National Research Council receive their appointments
from the President of the Academy. They include representatives nominated by the major
sclentific and technical societies, representatives of the Federal Government, and a number
of members-at-large. In addition, several thousand scientists and enginecers take part in the
activities of the Rescarch Council through membership on its various boards and committees.

Receiving funds (rom Loth public and private sources, by contributions, grant, or cootract,
the Academy and its Research Council thus work to stimulatc research and its applications,
to survey the broad possibilicies of science, to promote effective utilization of the scientific
and technical resources of the country, to serve the Government, and tv rurther the geoenal
interests of science.

The Prevestion of Deterforativa Cesder, Organized in 1945, resides within the Division of
Chenistry and Chemical Technology. Formed originally at the request and with the suppont
of the Departments of Navy and Army, and later the Air Force, it was a continuation of
the wartime Y RD-NDRC Tropical Deter.oration Information Center. The Center is charged
with responsibility to assist the U.S. Depa.tment of Defense and other authorized agencies
interested in combating the impairment and deterioration of materizls and equipment. due
to effects of the environment.
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