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Chrnistmas Time 15 the happiest of all tmes in
the Great Forest.

And when the day arrives, every one in the
Great Forest gathers on Butternut Hill before
the grea Christmas tree. What a happy time
they all have! YWhat busy days there have been,

ihltsogs Publishing € for they all have worked so hard on the Christ-
Harine, Wis mas presents for friends and loved ones.
Feinted In U 5. A Even old Mr. Owl, never a very cheerful soul,

looks almost pleasant on this day and the three
or four days that precede it. He too has presents
to give; and what is more, there are going to be
gifts for him.



Business is very good, so Mr. Mouse, Mr. Red
Squirrel, and other merchants report. The sale
of snow bird Christmas mittens has never been
s0 large, which means that the snow birds are
sure to receive gifts.

“Yes, sir,” says Brother Gray Squirrel. My
brother and I have not had any rest at all, and
our nuts are selling very rapidly indeed.”

In tront of the largest store in the Great Forest,

old Beggarman Bird plays on his fiddle, hoping to
receive alms. On these days before Christmas,

every one feels very kindly disposed towards lum,
and he reaps a big harvest. Old Beggarman
really likes to play, and he plays very well indeed,



into town to watch the grear doings, and they
have found comfortable seats, They are inter-
ested in everything thar happens. They are in
the way of Fussy Mr. Beetle and his son who are
arxious to get to the big store of Mouse & Co,,
situated in the
large hollow tree
Mr. Mouse has %
been so busy he
has not had a nib-
ble of cheese all

we see now? Old
Mr. Bear, who
should be asleep at
this time! But he
asked to be awak-

50 many folks say. But he also likes to beg; he ened for the great
thinks it is an easy way to live. festivities: he loves
Folks from the faraway country have come a good time. He

is bringing honey



a5 ]'l 1 .:-
share for
Christ-
mas Day
Old Mr
Bear is
glad to
lose his
sleep. He
likes to
see hap
Py folks
and the
Christ-
mas spirit
which 15
: ——— EVETY:"
" 3 Mowsa & Ca where in
are “I"“i"S - the Great
I:iﬁ bosimens Forest.
The little
folks like

=




the Inendly
bear, and more
than one has
prepared a pres-
ent for lum
Johnny
Squirrel has a
great smile on
his face, for hus
supply of
Christmas
trees, holly, and
bells 1= being
sold very rap-
dly. It 18 sur:
prising how
much of his
merchandise is
sold even
though there is
to be the great
Christmas tree

on the hill It had worried Johnny at first, but
he finds business all the better because of it.



other Bunny

had né Fime fo be idle

Johnny
Squirrel  keeps
calling  every-
one to come
and buy; he is a
great merchant.

But where
are the Funny
Bunnies who
are never far
away from ex-
citement and
gayety? Mrs.
Funny Bunny,
of course,
never has an
1dle second, She
has been busy
until the very
last minute get-
ting the little
bunnies fixed

up and 1n
proper ar-
ray.

Mr. Fun-
ny Bunny
s AnXious
to get start-
ed and at
last he
does, with
Tiny,
Spark, and
Tubby,
dressed
warmly,
and very
happy to get away.

It 15 almost two hours later before the rest of
the Funny Bunnies follow. They are afraid they
will surely be late, but as a matter of fact, the
shops are still wide open, the folks of the Great
Forest are eager to make last minute purchases




and bargain hunt-
S are ever !.' 3
where

The nowsy, bois
rerous Funny Bun-
nies are quite at
home in almost no
time. The bustle
and excitement
make their eyes
pop; none enjoy it
all as much as they
do, Tubby Funny
Bunny points to :
Betsy Spider above him, still spinming a last gift
for some dear friend. And all the tume every
little Funny Bunny keeps wondering and wonder-
ing what Santa will bring him.
Mowe cajoyed it all ao But the greatest joy for the Funny Bunnies

ok e tha Pounies / comes when, suddenly, straight in frent of them,
- they see the wondrous Tree, already lighted,
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already bedecked with presents. Not altogether
ready, for a good deal of work still has to be done.
Even so, 1t 1s very wonderful.

But we must turn from the Funny Bunmes
who continue to nod gaily to interested friends
everywhere, For there 12 much more to see.
Mr. Meadow Mouse has not yet had time on




this day before Chnistmas for anything else than
his duties at home. With the help of Mrs.
Meadow Mouse, he 1s hanging the stockings of
the family on the high mantel over the fireplace.

Tiny Meadow Mouse chuckles delightedly to
see not one but both of his stockings there. Tiny
Meadow Mouse has already been told what a
wonderful
event Christ-
mas Day 1s,
and he won-
ders why it
comes so sel-
dom. Old
Mr. Meadow
Mouze be-
lieves in hav-
ing every-
thing ready
tor the holi-
day before
going  forth

would not do at all
to let things go unul
they returned
home, for
what il
Santa de-
cided to
visit them
early?
Nor
must wc
forget the
newly-
weds, | 7

to Butternue Hill. It l'ﬁ;? il |

Young i

Mr. Funny Bunny and Young Mrs. Bunny Boy,

who find they have so many friends and wonder

what to make for the few they have forgotten,
They have found the list of homemade gifts

very helpful, and they turn again to it for further

suggestions.



Found says be

makes home-rmeds El'.rh

-

The tapping we hear is Mr, Woodpecker at
work tattooing Christmas greetings. He is

helped by the Greeting Committee of the Great
Forest.

Here are two late comers, hurrying, for they
have no wish to miss anything that happens.
An accident has delayed them, and their sled 1s a
very wobbly affair, even now.




“Hello,
hello!™
It is a
merry,
JOYOUSs
greeting
they re
cei1ve
from a
happy
a n
playful
group
sitting
O & COone
venient

log

"No
need to hurry,” says Tom Mink. “There is
plenty of time,” but they hurry, nevertheless, for
they hear the noise of shouting, laughing, calling
voices. They also hear the singing of the Snow

Bird Chorus, whose Chnistmas carols are very
fine indeed. Now Santa appears, and, as if by
magic, there 1s a horde about him

“Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas,” every-
one 1s shouting,



“Merry Christmas,” Santa answers.

Now the real fun begins, Santa not only has
a gift for everyone, which he picks from the
wondrous Christmnas Tree, but he has a kindly

word and
wish as
well
What
fun there
is! Ms
i hlf"l.l'“l.l.\':
Sparky
Funny
Bunny
with

allows
Jack-n
the Band-
box to es
cape, and
he fright-
ens Mr
Mouse
out of a




Jock-in-the - Bandbos
was o lek of fom i A
ket
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year's growth. Everywhere there is gayety and
good will until far into the everung when ured
folks turn home to bed and thoughts of another
"-..'[ll'ldl.'r[ ul {:h TISLIMTAS nil!r' to come



The End.
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