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Not long ago | received aletter from an old-time friend, in which he urgently requested me to make ajourney to hiscity. In
bygone days he and | had spent many hours together, discussing the mysteries of existence, the hidden powers which nature
manifeststo us, and the origin and destiny of the human soul. My friend isaphysician, and what is more, an earnest student;
and heisdso aninvestigator of that strange phenomenon in nature which manifestsitsaf in organized beings subjectively, as
thought, feding and things spiritud.

Many times had we discussed the possibility and aso the probability of an existence of the piritua part of man after deeth.
Many times had he reported to me cases of strange phenomenathat tended to prove theindestructibility of spirit.

When | received thismissve, it Stated to me that the writer most earnestly desired my presencein hiscity, that | might assstin
investigating avery strange and marvelous case of psychic phenomena. The case wasthat of acertain traveling spirit medium,
who claimed the power to summon from the resllms of the invisible the shades of our departed friends and loved ones. He gave
most marvelous exhibitions to prove his strange and miraculous power. My friend stated that he thought he had at last found a
person with at least some queer psychicd gift, if not even possessing the power that he claimed. He had watched the exhibition
most carefully, and had even served on acommittee on the psychic's stage; and he could find no evidence of trickery of any
kind. Hewasinclined to believe that this strange being redlly possessed the power of vision without the use of human eyesas
he certainly read sealed missves, of which he could in no secret manner have obtained knowledge.

Accordingly, on Saturday evening, | journeyed to acity one hundred miles away to witness the work of this modern sorcerer.
Onmy arriva | suggested to my friend anumber of ways by which such things could be performed by trickery, but heinformed
me that none of my explanations seemed to e ucidate this strange work. The secret did not consst in the use of odorless
acohal, for the reason that the medium never touched the sealed envelopes at dll. In fact he was never nearer to them than ten
feet. Thisalso madeit impossiblefor him to use the principle on which thetrick is based, which isknown to the professon as
"Washington Irving Bishop's Sealed L etter Reading.”

Heinformed methat sheets of paper or cards were passed to the spectatorsin the audience, and at the same time envelopesin
which to sedl their questions were furnished for them; that the spectators wrote questions as directed, many times signing their
own names to them. He was certain that many persons folded their written questions before sedling them, and that the operator
himsdlf did not even collect the envelopes on many occasions. He informed me that the best evidence of the genuineness of the
performance lay in the fact that the medium seemed to have no fixed conditionsfor his experiments; but seemed to perform
them in adifferent manner on each occasion. The conditions were different in every case, yet he dways read the questions with
the most marvelous certainty.

| thought the matter over after this, but could in no way think of any plausible means of accomplishing hiswork by trickery. |
findly decided to wait and see the performance first, and to figure afterwards on the method employed.



Accordingly, at eight o'clock that evening | was sested in the hall with my friend, and shortly afterwardsthe " Seer" made his
appearance, taking his seat on the stage. He was avery dender personage, with long hair and a particularly ghostly look. He
took his seat quietly on the stage. In a short time his manager appeared and made an opening address, which | will not repest,
and then asked some boy in the audience to pass cards around to the spectators on which they were to write questions.
Envelopes were dso distributed, in which to sedl the cards. When the writing was finished, the manager asked any boy to take
ahat which he held in his hand, and collect the sedled envel opes. After the boy, whom everyone knew to be aloca resident,
kindly volunteered for this service and executed it, acommittee was invited to the stage to properly blindfold the medium. This
was done in asatisfactory manner, and the committee then returned to the audience. The manager now led the blindfolded
medium to the rear of the stage, where he was seated somewhat behind atable, on which were some flowers, amusic box,
etc. However, the medium wasin view plainly; and he never removed the bandage from hiseyes or in any manner molested it.

When the boy came on the stage directly from the front with the hat full of sealed envelopes, the manager placed a
handkerchief over the hat and asked the boy to take a seat near the front of the stage facing the audience. He was also directed
to hold the hat in hislap, and to deliver the envelopes to the manager, one a atime, ashe should call for them.

The operator now ddlivered alecture, lasting someten or fifteen minutes, explaining the strange powers of the blindfolded
medium, who sat at the rear of the stagein full view; while the boy still maintained the seet at the front of the stage, and held the
hat of envelopesin sight of all.

After the lecture, the manager requested the boy to give him one of the envelopes, which the boy did. The manager did not
look toward it in any manner; but took it in thetips of hisright fingers, held it in the air, and asked the medium to give the writer
of thisquestion atest. The medium shivered afew times, dlowed hisframeto convulse dightly, and thus began:

"| fed the influence of onewho wasabrother. | get the name of Clarence. Will the one who wrote this question identify it as
his?' There was no response from the spectators, and the medium asked again that the writer speak out. Still sllence greeted
his request; when suddenly he pointed his bony finger into the crowd, while his blinded face confronted them, and exclaimed:
"Mr. John H——, why do you not respond to your test?" A gentleman in the audience then acknowledged the test as his. The
medium then continued: " Clarence was drowned. | sensethe cold chilly water asit envelopeshisform.” At thisthe lady Stting
with the gentleman began to cry. The medium continued: " The drowning was wholly an accident. There was no foul play. Now,
Mr. H——, have| answered your question, and are you satisfied with your test?' The gentleman, awell-known citizen,
acknowledged that he was perfectly satisfied.

The manager then laid the envelope on asmall table and asked the boy for another one. The boy gave him another from the hat
when the blindfolded medium, ten feet or more distant, gave the second test.

He shivered again and began: "I fed the influence of ayoung lady who died suddenly. She says, 'Sister Mary, | am very happy,
and death was not so hard to endure. | want you to consult agood honorable attorney, and take his advice in the lawsuit you
ask me about.™ The medium then continued, " MissL——, your Sister regards you with alook of great tenderness and love.
Areyou satisfied with your test?" A lady then replied that she certainly was entirely convinced.

The manager now laid this seded envel ope beside the other one and again caled for another. Thiswas continued until al of the
envelopesin the hat were removed and the questions answered. None of the envel opes were opened. In some instancesthe
medium firgt read the questions, word for word, before answering them; and when he did so, he described the writing minutely,
even theformation of the strokes of the I etters.

After dl of these tests were given, the medium removed the blindfold and seemed much exhausted. Then the tableswere
removed to one Sde of the stage, and a cabinet erected; after which some cabinet manifestations that were very interesting
were given. When these were over, the manager collected the seded envelopes from the table, and placed them on the front of
the stage, inviting the writersto cdl, should they so desire, and get their questions. Some availed themselves of this opportunity
and tore open anumber of the envelopes until they found their own questions. The audience seemed greatly impressed with this
exhibition, and the next day it wasthe talk of the town.



On the next evening | again repaired to the public hall to witnessand, if possible, fathom this performance. Thistime, however,
| found that an entirely different method was employed. Envelopes and dips of paper were distributed; and after the questions
were written and sedled the manager went about the room, gathering them up in asmal black bag with adrawstring around its
top. As he gathered up each one, and while the writer till held it, he gave to that person a number which wasto serve asthat
particular person's number during the tests. At the same time the manager marked the number on the subject's envelope, while
the subject held it, drawing acircle around the figure, after which the subject dropped the envel ope into the sack.

When al were collected, the operator took the sack in thetips of hisfingers, and holding it aoft, walked up the runway to the
stage where acord hung from a screw-eye fastened in the celling above. The other end of the cord was attached to a piece of
furniture on the stage. The manager now attached the black bag containing the envel opesto the end of this string, and then
taking the other end, drew the bag up to the celling near the screw-eye, where it remained in full view during the tests.

While the manager was doing dl this, the ghost-like medium had been walking about the stage, reading in alarge Bible. He
now laid the Bible on atable and advanced to the front of the stage, while the manager delivered alecture on spiritua
philosophy and & so on the strange power of the medium. After this the manager announced that the medium would hold a
Bible service, during which time hewould give the tests.

The medium now took his Bible, and seating himself in achair facing the audience, began by reading averse. After thishe
closed hiseyesfor atime, and then gave thefirst test. He began: 1 will give these testsin the order in which the manager gave
you your numbers, commencing with number one. Now, Mrs. ClaraS——, | see slanding near you an ederly lady, somewhat
stooped; but | cannot see her face plainly. She seemsto be your mother. She saysto tell you that your son is doing well where
heis, and for you not to worry, for hewill return to you intime. Are you satisfied?' A lady in the audience was visbly affected,
and acknowledged that the medium had answered her question correctly. The medium read another versein the Bible, after
which he gave the second test in amanner amilar to the way in which he had given the first one. After this he read another
verse, and so continued until al the questionsin the sack were answered. The manager now lowered the sack, and emptying
the envelopesinto asmall basket digtributed them unopened to their writers.

The effect of thisexhibition wasfully as great aswasthat of the former one, and the medium continued to be the wonder of the
town.

On the next evening | again attended the meeting. On this occas on questions were written and sealed as on the former
occasions. Thistime the medium was dressed asa"Mahatma," wearing alarge turban. As soon as the questions were written,
the manager collected them in asmall wicker basket, and emptied them on atable on the stage. He only talked for amoment,
describing what the medium would do. During al thistime the medium was seeted near the front of the stage. The medium now
tapped alittle bell he held in hishand, asif summoning the spirits, and began giving the testsin the most marvel ous manner. He
seemed somewhat nervous, and findly arose and walked across the stage, stopped amoment and then continued hiswalk.
Meanwhile he kept giving the tests. Occasionaly he would walk about nervoudy, and sometimes he would seat himsdlf inthe
chair for atime; but he kept right on giving test after test, with perfect accuracy, while the sedled envelopes remained in full
view on the table. During thistime, and in fact during the time the audience was writing the questions, neither the medium nor
the manager had ever |eft the Sight of the spectators for even an ingtant.

After dl the tests were given, the medium, very much exhausted, fell on acouch on the stage; while the manager scooped the
envelopes back into the basket, and then distributed them to their writersin an unopened condition.

| will now explain how this"occultist” gave these various bill et tests.

Wewill firg refer to the tests given thefirst evening. A boy from the audience gathered up the sedled envelopesin ahat, and
brought them to the stage, sitting with them in hislap; while he ddivered one at atime to the manager, who held it doft, during
which time the blindfolded medium in the rear gave the test.



There was asimplelittle move that escaped the eyes of the spectatorsin thisinstance. The spectators did not know what was
to happen, neither did the boy. The move was executed asfollows. Just as the boy came on the stage with the hat the manager
received the hat in hisright hand and in anatural manner. Nothing was thought of this, as there was nothing suspiciousin the
act. Meanwhile the manager directed the boy to take achair that sat to the left of the front of the stage, and to place it to the
right sdein front, facing the audience, and to take his seet thereon. Now, this conversation with the boy naturally occupied the
attention of the spectators; and while the boy was executing the directions the manager turned to the table, which was
somewhat back on the stage, and apparently took alarge handkerchief from it, and with the hat still apparently in hishand, he
stepped to the boy, giving him the hat of envelopes and the handkerchief, at the same time ingtructing him how to cover the hat,
and how to ddliver the envelopesone at atime. All of this maneuvering seemed so naturd that the audience thought nothing
whatever of it.

Now, as the manager turned to the table to get the handkerchief, and while most eyes were on the boy as he placed his chair
and took his seet, the manager deftly exchanged the hat in hisright hand for another het just likeit, that wasfilled with " dummy™
envel opes and which was behind the flowers, music box, etc., on thetable. Asheimmediately turned with the hat spparently
gill inhishand, but with alarge handkerchief in his other hand, everything seemed naturd and the audience thought nothing of
theincident.

The manager now, after giving the boy the hat and handkerchief, invited acommittee to come forward and blindfold the
medium who had been seated at the | eft of the stage. The committeefirst placed alady's glove on the eyes of the medium asan
additional precaution, and then placed a handkerchief over thisand tied it behind his head. This method of blindfolding isthe
one usualy employed by most mediums. If the face of the medium be properly formed, he can easly shift such abandage with
his eyebrows, sufficiently to see directly under his eyes, by looking down adongside his nose. The committee now retired to the
audience, and the performer |ed the medium to a seat behind the table.

Now, while the manager ddlivered the lengthy lecture, the medium quietly tilted over the hat of envel opes behind the objects on
the table; and then taking one at atime, opened the envel opes and removed the cards, arranging the cards on top of each other
like apack of playing cards. The lecture lasted long enough for the medium to complete thistask; and as he held the cardsin
his left hand, he could now move dightly to the right so that he was pretty well in view of the spectators. However, hisleft hand
did not comeinto view.

By the time the lecture was compl eted, the spectators had entirely forgotten the fact that the manager ever received the hat
fromtheboy at dl. Infact, next day | noticed from the talk of the spectators, that they invariably asserted that the hat never left
the boy's hands or their sight.

Now, while the manager held each envelope doft, the medium had but to read the top card in hisleft hand and give the testsin
adramatic manner. After the tests, when the tables were set to one side and a cabinet erected, an assistant out of view
received the cards from the medium's | eft hand; and then while behind the scenes, replaced them in envelopes, sealed them,
and then exchanged these for the "dummy™ envelopes on the small table. After the entertainment the manager placed the
originds (now again sealed) near the front of the stage for the writers to take and keep as souvenirsif they should so desire.

It isevident that this method could be varied alittle. For instance, when the manager holds the envelope doft, the medium
could first read it and carefully describe the writing. He could then ask for the envelope, so as to become en rapport with the
writer, in order that he may give the correct answer. In this case he could leave the surplus cards on the back of the table
behind the music box, and havein hisleft pam only the single card heis reading. When he receives the envel ope he should
placeitin hisleft hand directly over the card and tear off the end of the envelope. He should then apparently take out the card
from the envelope, but in redlity take the origina card from the rear of the envelope with hisright hand. He should then with his
right hand pressthis card on top of his head and give the answer, while hisleft hand lays the opened envelope on the table or
music box. In this case, as soon as he answers the question, he should return the card to the manager with hisright hand and
ask the manager to have some boy runwith it to itswriter. After it isreturned to its writer, the manager can hold aoft another
envelope and the medium continue with the tests. After the tests, the manager should remove the torn envel opes, asthey
contain"'dummy" cards.



I will now explain the method pursued on the second evening. After the questions were written and sedled, the manager went
among the spectators collecting the envelopesin acloth bag. He first numbered the envel opes, at the same time ingtructing each
spectator to remember his number, after which the envelopes were dropped into the bag. When al the envelopes were
collected, the manager lifted the bag in thetips of hisfingers and ascended to the stage with it in plain view. He quickly attached
it to the cord and drew it up to the ceiling. So far al wasfair; but just at this moment a person in the rear of the hall made the
statement that he desired to place his envelope in the bag also. The performer asked a gentleman on the floor to take the bag,
which he now lowered and detached, and to kindly go to the gentleman and get his envelope. While he was doing thisthe
manager held the audience by his discourse. The two gentlemen were, of course, paid confederates, and when they met behind
the spectators, they merely exchanged thefirst bag for a duplicate under the coat of the rear confederate, who then dipped
around behind the stage with the origind.

When the other confederate returned to the stage with the duplicate bag and handed it to the manager he ran this one up to the
ceiling. Thismethod can be varied by the manager making the exchange under his own coat in the first place when in the rear of
the hall after collecting the envelopes.

Meanwhile an ass stant behind the scenes opened and copied the questions neatly on a sheet of paper, and NUMBERED
EACH ONE. Ashedid this he dipped each oneinto a duplicate envelope, which was a so numbered by the manager with a
ring drawn around thefigure. This he sealed. As soon as dl were copied thisassistant carefully drew the medium's Bible just
out of sght from the table near the flieswhere it rested, inserted the sheet containing the copied questions, and pushed it back
into view again.

During thistime the medium was walking dowly about at the front of the stage while the manager delivered hislecture. At the
close of the lecture the medium stepped back to the table where he had laid his Bible a short time before, picked it up and
came forward taking a seat facing the audience. He next opened the Bible and turned the leaves over dowly, passing the sheet
of paper and reading and memorizing the first question quickly. He then turned the leaves beyond this sheet of paper and finaly
selected a verse and began reading it impressively. As he read this verse he dlowed the Bible to tilt forward sufficiently for the
spectators to see that there was nothing like aloose sheet in it, should such an idea occur to anyone.

As he had turned over other pages after secretly reading the question, the sheet was hidden from view. After reading the verse
he allowed the Bible to close, and then closing his eyes gave the test for number one. After this he again opened the Bible and
turned the leaves through it dowly, read the second question secretly, and finally found a second verse, which he proceeded to
read in asolemn tone, he then gave a second test, and so continued until al the tests were given. He then lay down very much
exhausted, and the manager lowered the cloth bag containing the dummy envelopes, and emptied them upon asmall table near
the front of the stage. He then stepped to the rear of the stage and picked up alittle wicker basket, into which he scooped the
dummy envelopes from the small table where they lay in full view. He now descended and rapidly returned the unopened
envelopesto their respective writers.

The basket iswhat isknown asa"Billet changing basket.” It islined with red satin and isasmal affair with straight doping
sdes. It has ahandle which, when down, locks two flaps up against the sides of the basket. Thisisdone by two little
projections on the base ends of the handle. They are of wire and are bent into such shape that they project downward when
the handleis down, and hold the two side flaps up against the sides. These flaps are of pasteboard, and are covered with red
satin the same asthe basket lining. Thereisaspring in each flap which closes it upon the bottom of the basket whenitis
released by raising the handle. Envel opesin the bottom of the basket are thus hidden and retained, when the flaps are rel eased,
and the duplicates drop into the basket, from the sides where they were concealed by the flaps.

This basket can be supplied by the conjuring depots, or it can easily be made. The handle can be made of wire and wrapped
with raffiagrasswhich is on sde at the department stores. A pasteboard lining covered with red satin must first be sewed into
the basket, and then two flaps of pasteboard should be hinged to a pasteboard bottom by pasting on ahinge of cloth. A
suitable spring can be made of spring wire and sewed into position, after which thisisal covered with red satin and placed in
the basket. The basket should have sides about four inches high, and the bottom should measure about seven and one-hdf by
ten inches. The sides and ends dope outward, and the basket is open wicker work. Suitable bows of ribbon on the ends of the



handle and corners of the basket conceal the mechanism.

In the present instance, the assistant behind the scenes, after reading and placing the questions in duplicate envel opes which the
manager had previoudy numbered, sealed them and placed them in the Sides of the basket, bent up the flapsinto position, and
lowered the handle locking them in place. He now pushed this basket into view on atable at the rear of the stage; and when the
manager was ready to return the envel opes, he scooped the dummy envel opes from the table (where they lay after the bag was
emptied) into this basket. He then lifted the handle which released the flaps, covered up the dummy envelopes and dropped the
origindsinto view. These he took down and quickly distributed to the writers. Being numbered, this could be quickly done.

| will now describe the method employed on the third evening. Thistime dummy envel opes were placed in the Sides of the
basket, and the handle left in alowered position while the operator gathered up the envelopes. As the manager returned to the
stage he took the basket by the handle. This released the dummy envel opes, and covered up the origina s retaining them. He
emptied the dummy envelopes upon the small table and then laid the basket on atable near the fliesin the rear, and rather out
of view. An assistant behind the scenestook out the origina envelopes, opened them, and as he read the questions repeated
them into asmall telephone. The wires from this telephone ran under the stage carpet to apair of meta plates with atack in the
center of each plate which pointed upward. These plates were located under certain spotsin the carpet and directly in front of
the medium'’s chair. There were aso two other pairs of wires leading to two other positions on the stage. The medium was
dressed asa"Mahatma' on this evening, wearing alarge turban. A large tassdl dangled by hisleft ear, completely conceding a
gmall "watch-case recaiver" which was attached to this ear. Two tiny wiresled from thisreceiver, insde hiscollar, down his
person, and were connected inside his shoesto other wires which penetrated the soles of his shoes. These latter wires were
soldered to copper plates which were tacked into position on his shoe soles. He now took his position in the chair and placed
his feet over the hidden tacks, which now contacted his shoe plates, completing the circuit, so that anything whispered into the
telephone on the stage was repested in his ear. He then gave afew tests, tapping his spirit bell, which wasasignal for more
information from the assigtant.

He soon grew nervous and walked away giving atest as he walked. He now paused in a certain position for amoment, placing
his hand to his head asif somewhat dazed and tapping hisbell. In this position hisfeet were again over two concedled tacks,
and he again secured information for another test, which he gave as he waked about. He now paused in athird position and
gave another test, after which he returned to the chair, continuing hiswork. This maneuvering he kept up until al the testswere
given; after which he fell upon a couch exhausted, but with his feet from the spectators.

The manager now stepped to the rear of the stage and took the basket, which was now in place containing the origind (?)
envel opes behind the flaps, and stepping to the small table he scooped in the dummy envel opes; then taking the basket by the
handles, he stepped down the runway and rapidly returned the unopened (?) envelopesto their writers. The assistant had, of
course, sealed the questionsin duplicate envelopes previousy numbered by the manager. He had placed these behind the flaps,
and shoved the basket into view on atable at the rear of the stage.

| use avariation of these tricksin my double parlors. | have made a"billet changing basket" as above described, and have dso
made asimilar basket except that it contains no mechanism.

| pass cards and envel opes to the spectatorsin the front parlor. When the questions are written and sealed in the envelopes, |
gather them up in the mechanica basket; | step to atablein the rear parlor and apparently empty them uponit. In redlity, | have
just raised the handle so that the originals are retained, and the dummy envelopes are emptied on the table instead.

| now step to an adjoining room for an instant, to get asmall decorated screen. | secretly leave the basket containing the
origind envelopesin thisroom and return with the other basket in my hand inits place. | place the smal ornamenta screen on
the table back of the envel opes, but leave the envelopesin view and request the spectatorsto notice that | do not go near them
until | get ready to givethetests. | now carelessy lay the non- mechanica basket on atable in the room where the spectators
are and proceed with some other tricks.



Usudly | givethe series of experiments described in the chapter entitled "Mediumistic Reading of Sedled Writings.” | Saeto
the spectatorsthat | will not give the testsfor the sedled envelopes until later in the evening.

Meanwhile, should anyone think of such athing, he can easily examine the little basket, which hethinks | have just used; asit
dill lieson thetable in the front parlor with other discarded parapherndia, including dates, etc. | use no assstant; so after atime
has el gpsed, and when by the performance of other sedled readings, suspicion has been diverted from the tests with the billets,
my wife retires on sometrifling errand. While out, she opens the envelopes in the basket, prepares the sheet of questions, and
placesit in the Bible; then she re-sed s the questions in envel opes previoudy marked by me, placesthem in the sdes of the
basket, raises the flgps and lowers the handle. She then usually enters with some light refreshments for the spectators, which
explains her absence with aword.

| continue with other experiments for ten or fifteen minutes after her return; then | gather up my surplus parapherndia, including
the dummy basket, and carry dl to the room adjoining the back parlor, where | leaveit. | return ingtantly with the mechanica
basket which | place near my own table; and then | give another experiment of some kind.

I now pick up the basket and announce that | have decided to return to their writers the envel opes on the table in front of the
screen before attempting to give thetests. | do thisasif it were alater notion. | now scoop in the dummy envelopes, and raise
the handle, which action covers them up and rel eases the originas (now sealed). | now distribute to the writers their envel opes,
which | can do, asthey are numbered as described earlier in this chapter. | request each Sitter to hold his envelope until | shall
give histest. Then | usudly perform some other little experiment before giving the tests.

| now take up my Bible, which I will stake | brought into the room, unnoticed, when | returned with the last basket. | then seat
myself and leisurdly turn the leaves through the Bible, reading verses, and giving the tests as before described.

| dwaysfirst read a question secretly, and then turn by the sheet of paper and begin reading averse of Scripture. Asl do this|
permit the front of the Bible to lower enough for the spectators to see the printed pages. This prevents suspicion. Meanwhile,
the spectators have forgotten that | ever stepped from the room at al with the basket, and even that my wife retired for some
refreshments. Neither did they notice the Biblewhen | brought it in.

The effect on each person, as| cal him by name and describe the "influence” of his"dear one" giving names and most
marvelous information, isfar superior to what it would be were | merely to read the questions literaly, and give the answers.



