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St r e n g t h  of  a  Gi a n t

No v e l e t t e :  Wo r d  cou n t :  12,67 9

Its  co n n e c t i o n  to  Th e  Bo o k  of  Bi d e n :

Th i s  se g m e n t  oc c u r s  at  the  tim e  the  Gi a n t  (Urie l  the  Arc h a n g e l)  is  tal k i n g  to  

Bi d e n  an d  wh i l s t  wa t c h i n g  the  sk i e s  an  un u s u a l  oc c u r r e n c e  ca t c h e s  hi s  at t e n t i o n .  

Al t h o u g h  in  ‘The  Bo o k  of  Bi d e n ’  th i s  di s t r a c t i o n  for  the  Gi a n t  is  ne v e r  ela b o r a t e d  

up o n ,  it  is  al s o  an  imp o r t a n t  ev e n t  fo r  the  Gi a n t  an d  the  sto r y  of  Bi d e n .  Th i s  pa r t  of  

the  ta l e  rem a i n s  un k n o w n  to  eit h e r  Bi d e n  or  the  Gi a n t ,  bu t  be i n g  of  re l e v a n c e  to  

the  gre a t e r  st o r y  an d  a  no v e l e t t e  in  its  ow n  rig h t ,  I fee l  it  sh o u l d  be  do c u m e n t e d ,  so  

he r e  is  the  mi s s i n g  pi e c e .
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Ab o u t  the  Au t h o r

To n y  Pa s s a r e l l i  liv e s  in  No t t i n g h a m ,  En g l a n d .

He  sp e n t  ma n y  yea r s  wo r k i n g  as  an
ind e p e n d e n t  film- ma k e r .  In  the  pro c e s s  he
wr o t e  a  nu m b e r  of  film  sc r i p t s  wh i c h  kin d l e d

hi s  int e r e s t  in  be c o m i n g  a  no v e l i s t .

'St r e n g t h  of  a  Gi a n t '  is  hi s  fir s t  co m p l e t e d  wo r k .

To n y  is  cu r r e n t l y  wo r k i n g  on  hi s  fan t a s y  se r i e s
'Th e  Bo o k  of  Bi d e n '
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Strength of a Giant

‘I wo n d e r  wh a t  it’s  al l  ab o u t ,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d  wi t h  a  loo k  of  int e n s e  

co n c e n t r a t i o n  sp r e a d  ac r o s s  hi s  fac e .

‘Le t  us  go  an d  fin d  ou t ,’  wa s  the  de e p  sou n d i n g  rep l y  of  Ra p h a e l .

‘No! He  wi l l  lik e  it  no t .’  Co m p a r e d  to  the  po w e r f u l  sp e e c h  of  the  

Arc h a n g e l ,  Em a n u e l ’ s  vo i c e  sou n d e d  lik e  a  ch i l d ’ s .  Th i s  fit t e d  pe r f e c t l y  wi t h  

hi s  ph y s i c a l  con s t r u c t i o n ,  wh i c h  wh e n  co m p a r e d  to  the  siz e  an d  de n s i t y  of  

Ra p h a e l ,  co u l d  al s o  be  ak i n  to  a  you n g  bo y  sta n d i n g  ne x t  to  a  ve r y  lar g e  an d  

we l l  bu i l t  ma n ,  al t h o u g h  ne i t h e r  we r e  bo y  or  ma n!  Hu m a n k i n d  ha d  be e n  

ma d e  in  the i r  im a g e ,  or  rat h e r  Go d  ha d  ma d e  the  So n  an d  the  An g e l s  in  hi s  

ow n  ima g e  an d  hu m a n i t y  ha d  com e  al o n g  lat e r .  ‘Bes i d e s  if  we  com e  int o  

pl a y ,  tha t  wi l l  al t e r  hi s  co u r s e  an d  yo u  kn o w  Ur i e l ,  he  lik e s  to  do  hi s  do.’  

Em a n u e l  bl e w  a  ras p b e r r y  at  the  en d  of  the  sen t e n c e .

Th e  res p o n s e  fro m  Ra p h a e l  wa s  no t  as  fo r t h- com i n g  as  the  So n  of  

Go d  wo u l d  ha v e  lik e d ,  th i s  me a n t  tha t  the r e  we r e  so m e  co n f l i c t i n g  vie w s  

be i n g  pl a y e d  ou t  wi t h i n  the  Ar c h a n g e l ’ s  mi n d .  Ra p h a e l  rot a t e d  hi s  he a d  

let t i n g  hi s  ey e s  reg i s t e r  the  vie w p o i n t s  of  the  co n s t a n t  flu c t u a t i o n s  tak i n g  

pl a c e  wi t h i n  the  he a v e n s ,  wh i l e  he  us e d  his  rem a i n i n g  cla r i t y  of  tho u g h t  to  

de c i d e  up o n  a  cou r s e  of  ac t i o n .  W i t h i n  hi s  sp i r i t  we r e  em o t i o n s  tha t  ne e d e d  

to  be  con t a i n e d ,  thi s  wa s  Ur i e l  wh o  wa s  in  da n g e r .  Wi t h i n  Ra p h a e l  wa s  a  

pr i m a l  de s i r e  of  pro t e c t i o n  ind u c e d  by  the  fee l i n g s  of  af f e c t i o n  an d  lov e  fo r  hi s  

fe l l o w  Arc h a n g e l .  Ur i e l  wa s  hi s  bro t h e r  an d  fri e n d .  Th o s e  em o t i o n s  ha d  to  be  

re i g n e d  in  to  ac c o m m o d a t e  hi s  cu r r e n t  si t u a t i o n ,  he  wa s  wi t h  Em a n u e l  an d  

tha t  ma d e  a  hu g e  dif f e r e n c e  to  wh a t  he  co u l d  an d  co u l d  no t  do.  Be i n g  

pa r t n e r e d  wi t h  the  So n  wa s  no t  un u s u a l  for  Ra p h a e l  bu t  as  mu c h  as  be i n g  a  

pl e a s u r e  it  wa s  al s o  a  gr e a t  re s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Ur i e l  wa s  mo s t  lik e l y  in  da n g e r ,  

al t h o u g h  he  wa s  un l i k e l y  to  kno w  of  it  ye t,  hi s  mo v e m e n t s  we r e  be i n g  tra c e d  

an d  he  wa s  al s o  be i n g  fol l o w e d ,  ye t  he r e  wa s  Ra p h  as  Em a n u e l  lik e d  to  ca l l  
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hi m,  un a b l e  to  ac t.  ‘Thi s  ha n g i n g  ar o u n d  is  we a r i n g  ou t  gro u n d , ’  Ra p h a e l  sa i d  

fin a l l y .  

Th e  So n  of  Go d  br o k e  ou t  int o  a  fit  of  gig g l e s ,  sha k i n g  hi s  he a d  fro m  

sid e  to  sid e  an d  ca u s i n g  hi s  ha i r  to  qu i v e r .  Em a n u e l  lov e d  Ra p h s ’  dr y  sen s e  

of  hu m o u r  an d  the  du e l  me a n i n g  of  hi s  jes t  ha d  be e n  qu i c k l y  di g e s t e d  an d  

un d e r s t o o d .  It  wa s  tru e  the  gr o u n d  on  wh i c h  the y  bo t h  cu r r e n t l y  st o o d  wa s  

st a r t i n g  to  ga i n  an  imp r e s s i o n  jus t  by  the  two  of  the m  be i n g  the r e .  Em a n u e l  

co n s i d e r e d  ho w  mi g h t y  Ra p h a e l  re a l l y  wa s ,  it  wa s  ha r d  fo r  the  Arc h a n g e l  to  

be  an y w h e r e  wi t h o u t  lea v i n g  hi s  ma r k .  Th i s  wa s  tru e  fo r  al l  se v e n  of  the  

Arc h a n g e l s ,  bu t  it  ha d  its  dr a w- ba c k s ,  al m o s t  as  go o d  as  lea v i n g  foo t p r i n t s  to  

the  kn o w i n g  ey e s .  Pr e s e n t l y  Ur i e l  wa s  the  vi c t i m  of  th i s  ha r d  fac t ;  the  ot h e r  

me a n i n g  wa s  an  old  pro v e r b ,  “If  you’ r e  no t  mo v i n g  yo u’ r e  los i n g .”  Em a n u e l  

ha d  he a r d  tha t  wi s d o m  fro m  Ur i e l  lon g  ag o .  In  he a v e n  ke e p i n g  gr o u n d  wa s  

los i n g  gro u n d ,  the  fig h t  wa s  to  be  fou g h t  ev e r y w h e r e  an d  it  wa s  an  ev e r  

ch a n g i n g  ba t t l e .  Th e r e  ar e  no  con s t a n t s  to  fig h t  fo r  wi t h i n  cre a t i o n  an d  

ho l d i n g  on t o  gr o u n d  me a n t  you  co u l d  be  los i n g  a  br o t h e r .  ‘Wh a t  is  ne e d e d  

ab o v e  al l  el s e  is  ste a l t h ,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d  tu r n i n g  to  Ra p h ,  ‘no t  mi g h t . ’  

Ra p h a e l  gr o a n e d  his  res p o n s e ,  ‘I lik e  tha t  no t.’  

Em a n u e l ’ s  ex p r e s s i o n  tur n e d  fro m  a  loo k  of  hu m o u r  to  on e  tha t  sa i d  

he  co u l d n ’ t  ca r e  les s.  ‘It’s  tru e  Ra p h ,  we  ne e d  to  kno w  if  Ur i  is  aw a r e  tha t  he  

is  be i n g  fo l l o w e d  an d  I am  the  sm a l l e s t . ’  Ra p h a e l  rem a i n e d  tra n s f i x e d  up o n  

he a r i n g  hi s  wo r d s  bu t  ga v e  no  re p l y .  ‘I’m  al s o  the  fas t e s t ,’  Em a n u e l  ad d e d  in  

a  co c k  su r e  fas h i o n .  Th e  Arc h a n g e l  wa s n ’ t  im p r e s s e d  an d  if  he  wa s ,  he  

wa s n ’ t  sho w i n g  an y  sig n s  of  it.  ‘Wo n’ t  tak e  me  lon g,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d ,  ad d i n g  an  

inn o c e n t  gr i n ,  ‘wo n’ t  hu r t  a  bit.’  Th e  gr i n  go t  lar g e r .  

Ra p h a e l  dr e w  hi s  lip s  in  tig h t l y  tog e t h e r  be f o r e  co m m e n t i n g .  ‘I’m  no t  

ea t i n g  you r  sh i t.  If  the r e  is  an y  hu r t  inc u r r e d  the n  you  wi l l  be  the  on e  wh o  

reg r e t s  it.’ 

‘Do n’ t  Ra p h ,  I’m  on l y  sm a l l  an d  you’ r e  frig h t e n i n g  me.  We  ne e d  so m e  

ac t i o n  an d  I’m  do n e  wi t h  thi s  tal k.’  Th e  So n  tur n e d  tow a r d s  the  di r e c t i o n  of  

Ur i e l .
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Ra p h a e l  pla c e d  a  ha n d  up o n  Em a n u e l ’ s  sh o u l d e r  an d  sa i d,  ‘Do n’ t  loo k  

ba c k  an d  do n’ t  be  se e n .’  

‘Of  cou r s e , ’  Em a n u e l  sa i d ,  an d  pa t t e d  the  la r g e  ha n d .  ‘St o p  fus s i n g  

an d  do n’ t  mo v e  fro m  he r e .’  

Wi t h  tha t  sa i d  he  fle w  thr o u g h  the  he a v e n s  fas t e r  tha n  an y  ot h e r  be i n g  

co u l d  tra v e l ,  he  wa s  far  inf e r i o r  to  the  Ar c h a n g e l s  in  ma n y  res p e c t s ,  bu t  he  

ha d  alw a y s  be e n  the  fas t e s t  mo v e r .  Ra p h a e l  sto o d  as  st i l l  as  a  sto n e ,  ey e s  

foc u s e d  up o n  the  loc a t i o n  wh e r e  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  sho r t l y  ar r i v e ,  an y  sig n s  of  

tro u b l e  an d  he  wo u l d  imm e d i a t e l y  fly  int o  ac t i o n  hi m s e l f .  Ba b y- sit t i n g  

Em a n u e l  wa s  alw a y s  ha r d  wo r k ,  bu t  ke e p i n g  him  far  fro m  any  se r i o u s  bo t h e r  

wa s  a  tas k  tha t  tes t e d  Ra p h a e l ’ s  wi l l  to  its  co r e .  Th e  Arc h a n g e l  wa s  ag i t a t e d  

bu t  hi s  ou t w a r d  ap p e a r a n c e  sho w e d  no  sig n s  of  hi s  mo u n t i n g  wo r r i e s .

Em a n u e l  ca m e  to  a  sto p  at  the  ide a l  loc a t i o n .  He  wa s  far  en o u g h  fro m  

Ur i e l  fo r  the  Ar c h a n g e l  no t  to  be  ab l e  to  rec o g n i s e  him,  bu t  al s o  clo s e  en o u g h  

to  as c e r t a i n  wh a t  wa s  ha p p e n i n g  on  the  wo r l d  be l o w .  It  wo u l d  be  imp o s s i b l e  

to  kno w  wh y  the  Arc h a n g e l  wa s  up o n  the  wo r l d ,  bu t  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  be  ab l e  

to  see  if  Ur i e l  wa s  aw a r e  of  hi s  pre s e n t  da n g e r .  Of  al l  the  se v e n  Arc h a n g e l s ,  

Ur i e l  wa s  the  ea s i e s t  for  Em a n u e l  to  re a d .  He  ha d  pe r s o n a l i t y ,  an d  wh e r e  as  

hi s  bro t h e r s  cou l d  ma s k  the i r  tru e  fee l i n g s  wi t h  ea s e ,  Ur i e l  lik e d  to  be  tru e  to  

hi m s e l f .  He  wa s  ho n e s t  to  hi s  co r e  an d  tha t  ho n e s t y  me a n t  Ur i e l  wo u l d  

be h a v e  lik e  on l y  Ur i e l  co u l d  be h a v e ,  an d  Em a n u e l  kne w  the  Arc h a n g e l  be t t e r  

tha n  mo s t .

He  too k  in  the  sc e n e r y  wi t h i n  se c o n d s ;  the  An g e l  sto o d  tal k i n g  to  a  

hu m a n  wh o  wa s  no t h i n g  mo r e  tha n  a  bo y .  Th e r e  wa s  a  bla c k  st a l l i o n  ne a r b y ;  

the  ho r s e  wa s  jus t  com i n g  int o  ma t u r i t y .  Be s i d e s  the s e  two  an d  the  

ind i g e n o u s  wi l d l i f e  of  the  wo r l d ,  Ur i e l  wa s  far  fro m  any  ot h e r  be i n g s .  Wh a t-

ev e r  the  Arc h a n g e l  wa s  do i n g  on  thi s  wo r l d ,  he  wa s  do i n g  it  di s c r e e t l y .

Em a n u e l  wa t c h e d  for  a  wh i l e ,  ne v e r  tak i n g  hi s  ey e s  fro m  the  An g e l .  

Ur i e l  wa s  ta l k i n g  am i a b l y  to  the  ch i l d ,  bu t  ne v e r  ke e p i n g  hi s  ey e s  fa r  aw a y  

fro m  sc a n n i n g  the  sk i e s .  Em a n u e l  po n d e r e d  at  thi s  be h a v i o u r .  ‘You’ l l  ga z e  so  

lon g  int o  tha t  gr e a t  ac h i n g  sk y  tha t  you  wi l l  fo r g e t  wh o  yo u  are  Ur i .’  He  
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wi s h e d  tha t  he  cou l d  go  do w n  the r e  an d  sa y  tho s e  wo r d s  to  the  An g e l s  fac e ;  

he  wa n t e d  to  be  the  on e  ha v i n g  the  ch i t- ch a t .  Em a n u e l  lov e d  Ur i e l  ve r y  

mu c h .  No w  it  wa s  the  ch i l d’ s  tu r n  to  do  the  tal k i n g  an d  Ur i e l  wa s  qu i e t  

lis t e n i n g  to  hi s  wo r d s .  Em a n u e l  us e d  thi s  op p o r t u n i t y  to  tak e  hi s  foc u s  aw a y  

fro m  the  pa i r  of  the m  an d  sc a n  the  wo r l d  tha t  hi s  fri e n d  wa s  int e r a c t i n g  wi t h .  

Th i s  wo r l d  wa s  fu l l  of  sin  an d  it  ha d  fal l e n ,  a  wo r l d  tha t  ha d  be e n  ma d e  for  

ma n  an d  no w  wa s  ful l  of  hu m a n k i n d .  Su d d e n l y  Em a n u e l  spo t t e d  it,  no t  a  

hu m a n  be i n g  an d  no t  of  thi s  wo r l d!  Hi s  fo r m  wa s  al t e r e d  fro m  its  tru e  st a t e ,  

bu t  Em a n u e l  co u l d  see  him  cle a r l y  an d  clo s i n g  hi s  ey e s  an d  rec o l l e c t i n g  

na m e  af t e r  na m e  af t e r  na m e ,  Em a n u e l  ev e n t u a l l y  kn e w  wh o  he  wa s ,  

Al r a l s a e n!  On e  of  the  fa l l e n  An g e l s .  

‘Cr i p p l e d  an d  un a b l e  to  ge t  ba c k  int o  he a v e n , ’  Em a n u e l  sa i d  to  

hi m s e l f .  ‘Pro p e r l y  fuc k e d  ar e n ’ t  you.’  He  wa s  fil l e d  wi t h  con t e m p t  as  he  ey e d  

the  ot h e r  su r r o u n d i n g s ,  Al r a l s a e n  wa s  he r e  alo n e  an d  he  dw e l t  wi t h i n  a  la r g e  

st r u c t u r e  wh i c h  wa s  in  a  hu g e  Ci t y .  Lo o k i n g  ar o u n d  the  wo r l d ,  Em a n u e l  sa w  

tha t  thi s  Ci t y  wa s  the  lar g e s t  an d  mu s t  be  the  Ca p i t a l .  It  ap p e a r e d  tha t  

Al r a l s a e n  ha d  con t r o l  an d  do m i n i o n  ov e r  thi s  pl a n e t ,  if  no t  fu l l  co n t r o l ,  the n  

pa r t i a l  con t r o l  of  it.  Ur i e l  ob v i o u s l y  ha d  his  rea s o n s  for  be i n g  he r e ,  bu t  

Em a n u e l  di d n ’ t  ha v e  the  tim e  to  wo r k  ou t  ho w  th i s  wo r l d  co r r e s p o n d e d  wi t h  

ot h e r  do m i n i o n s  an d  pl a n e t s .  Em a n u e l  loo k e d  up o n  Al r a s a e n  in  hi s  sea t  of  

po w e r .  

‘Co n t r o l  the  wo r l d  an d  yo u  con t r o l  the  ma n .  Isn’ t  tha t  you r  log i c  

Al r a l s a e n ?’  Em a n u e l  st u d i e d  the  fal l e n  An g e l  fo r  a  lit t l e  wh i l e  an d  the n  ad d e d ,  

‘bu t  he r e  you  ar e,  al l  al o n e  un d e r  a  sep a r a t e  sk y.’  A  flic k e r  of  sad n e s s  

ap p e a r e d  wi t h i n  Em a n u e l ’ s  ey e s ,  bu t  wa s  go n e  jus t  as  qu i c k l y  as  it  ha d  

ap p e a r e d ;  he  tur n e d  hi s  at t e n t i o n  ba c k  to  Ur i e l  an d  the  ch i l d .

Ur i  wa s  spe a k i n g  sim p l y  to  the  bo y ,  ins t r u c t i n g  him  in  a  ba s i c  tru t h  tha t  

wo u l d  be  to  the  lit t l e  hu m a n ’ s  ad v a n t a g e  sh o u l d  he  be  ab l e  to  gr a s p  the  

ob v i o u s .  Ur i e l  wa s  gi f t e d  in  be i n g  ab l e  to  cha n g e  the  co m p l e x i t i e s  of  life  int o  a  

sim p l e  pro b l e m  wh i c h  cou l d  the n  be  ea s i l y  so l v e d .  Em a n u e l  sm i l e d  an d  sa i d ,  

‘Wh e n  you  kno w  wh a t  the  pro b l e m  is,  the n  yo u  ca n  wo r k  ou t  ho w  to  fix  it.’  

Th e  tru t h  wa s  alw a y s  sim p l e ,  on l y  a  lie  ne e d e d  to  be  co m p l i c a t e d .  Em a n u e l  

ga z e d  ad m i r i n g l y  at  the  mi g h t y  An g e l  an d  mo m e n t a r i l y  hi s  tho u g h t s  st r a y e d  
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ba c k  to  a  tim e  wh e n  he  wa s  wi t h  hi s  Fa t h e r  an d  Ur i e l ,  the  two  of  the m  we r e  

de b a t i n g  so m e  of  the  mo s t  hid e o u s  pr o b l e m s  tha t  ex i s t e d  wi t h i n  cre a t i o n .  

Em a n u e l  ha d  rem e m b e r e d  tha t  oc c a s i o n ,  be c a u s e  lay i n g  the r e  lis t e n i n g  to  

the  Arc h a n g e l  an d  hi s  Lo r d  Go d  di s c u s s i n g  the  ac t i o n s  of  liv i n g  be i n g s  an d  

the i r  fau l t s  an d  flaw s  ha d  be e n  a  mo m e n t  of  con t e n t m e n t .  Th e  co n v e r s a t i o n  

wo u l d  ne v e r  ha v e  oc c u r r e d  ha d  Em a n u e l  be e n  alo n e  wi t h  hi s  Da d ,  bu t  

st a y i n g  qu i e t  an d  lis t e n i n g  to  the  two  of  the m  tal k  he  ha d  lea r n e d  tha t  ou t  of  

al l  the  be i n g s  wi t h i n  cre a t i o n ,  Ur i e l  wa s  his  Da d s  bu d d y ;  a  gia n t  am o n g s t  

An g e l s .  Em a n u e l  ha d  co m e  to  lov e  the  Arc h a n g e l  in  a  wa y  tha t  he  lov e d  no  

ot h e r .  O f  al l  the  An g e l s  tha t  ex i s t e d  Ur i e l  wa s  the  mo s t  Go d  lik e,  an d  

Em a n u e l  tho u g h t  tha t  tha t  wa s  a  go o d  th i n g  for  the  rea l  Go d .  Pu l l i n g  him s e l f  

fro m  the  rev e r i e  he  fel t  a  su d d e n  ur g e  to  go  do w n  to  Ur i e l ,  he  wa n t e d  to  be  

wi t h  him  rig h t  no w  so  tha t  he  cou l d  wr a p  hi s  arm s  aro u n d  Ur i’ s  gr e a t  ne c k  

an d  tel l  him  ho w  mu c h  he  mi s s e d  him .  Em a n u e l  ev e n t u a l l y  fou g h t  ba c k  the  

urg e ,  rem e m b e r i n g  tha t  Ra p h  wo u l d  be  wa t c h i n g  hi s  ev e r y  mo v e .

He  cle a r e d  hi s  tho u g h t s  an d  bro u g h t  his  at t e n t i o n  ba c k  to  Ur i e l ;  the  

Arc h a n g e l  wa s  st i l l  en g a g e d  in  con v e r s a t i o n  an d  su r v e y i n g  the  st e l l a r  as  he  

lis t e n e d  to  the  ch i l d  an d  spo k e  hi m s e l f .  Em a n u e l  mu t t e r e d  ou t  lou d ,  ‘you  ca n  

loo k  at  so m e  of  the  he a v e n s  al l  of  the  tim e  an d  al l  of  the  he a v e n s  fo r  som e  of  

the  tim e ,  bu t  it  is  im p o s s i b l e  to  vie w  al l  of  the  he a v e n s  al l  of  the  tim e ,  les t  yo u  

be c o m e  irr e l e v a n t  you r s e l f .’  

On c e  he  ha d  sa i d  the  wo r d s ,  Em a n u e l  kn e w  ins t i n c t i v e l y  tha t  Ur i  did  

no t  kn o w  tha t  he  wa s  be i n g  fo l l o w e d  by  the  pa c k  of  An g e l s .  Hi s  de m e a n o u r  

wo u l d  sh o w  con c e r n  an d  hi s  ey e s  wo u l d  no t  jus t  be  sc a n n i n g  the  sp a n  of  the  

he a v e n s  bu t  wo u l d  al s o  ha v e  foc u s e d  on  the  po s i t i o n  of  hi s  pu r s u e r s .  ‘Me  

an d  Ra p h a e l  wi l l  so r t  it  ou t  Ur i,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d ,  di r e c t l y  to  the  Ar c h a n g e l ,  as  if  

it  cou l d  be  po s s i b l e  fo r  Ur i e l  to  he a r  him ,  the n  sud d e n l y  in  tha t  sam e  ins t a n t  

Em a n u e l  sa w  tha t  Ur i’ s  ey e s  ha d  loc k e d  on t o  the  ex a c t  spo t  tha t  Em a n u e l  

st o o d  up o n .  W i t h o u t  th i n k i n g  or  bl i n k i n g ,  Em a n u e l  fle w  fas t e r  tha n  the  sp e e d  

of  lig h t  an d  wi t h i n  a  twi n k l e  of  an  ey e  he  wa s  go n e ,  an d  he  did n’ t  loo k  ba c k!
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Em a n u e l  sp o k e  qu i c k l y ,  ‘He  do e s n ’ t  kn o w  tha t  he  is  be i n g  fol l o w e d  by  

tho s e  An g e l s ,  of  tha t  I am  su r e ,  bu t  I th i n k  he  ma y  ha v e  see n  me.  He  loo k e d  

in  my  di r e c t i o n  be f o r e  I lef t.’  Hi s  wo r d s  ha d  ca r r i e d  a  ton e  of  dis a p p o i n t m e n t .

‘The n  we  wa i t ,’  Ra p h a e l  re p l i e d .  ‘If  Ur i e l  thi n k s  tha t  wh a t  he  saw  co u l d  

be  co n n e c t e d  to  you,  he  wi l l  tra v e l  to  tha t  pl a c e  to  gl e a n  mo r e  inf o r m a t i o n . ’  

Ra p h a e l  sc a n n e d  the  he a v e n s .

‘It  wi l l  do  him  no  go o d , ’  Em a n u e l  sa i d  un c e r t a i n l y .  ‘I lef t  no  tra c k s .’  

‘St i l l,  if  he  go e s  the r e  he  wi l l  try  to  fin d  yo u r  sc e n t  an d  if  he  ca n n o t  fin d  

it  the n  he  wi l l  vi e w  the  he a v e n s  fro m  tha t  loc a t i o n  to  se e  if  he  ca n  find  yo u.’  

Ra p h a e l  cou l d  see  the  loo k  of  di s a p p o i n t m e n t  up o n  the  So n s ’  fac e  an d  

ad d e d ,  ‘He  ma y  no t  do  it,  an d  it  wi l l  de p e n d  up o n  wh a t  he  thi n k s  he  sa w  an d  

ho w  lik e l y  he  thi n k s  it  is  to  ha v e  be e n  yo u.  In  tru t h  hi s  cu r i o s i t y  ma y  be  

kin d l e d ,  bu t  as  you  sa y ,  Ur i  lik e s  to  do  hi s  do.’  Em a n u e l  con c e d e d  a  sm i l e  

an d  Ra p h a e l  fin i s h e d  by  sa y i n g ,  ‘He  is  alw a y s  bu s y .’  

‘The n  we  sho u l d  re l o c a t e  fro m  th i s  po s i t i o n  in  ca s e  he  sho u l d  see  us,’  

Em a n u e l  sa i d ,  loo k i n g  ar o u n d  for  a  ne w  loo k o u t  sp o t .  

‘No  we  st a y ,’  Ra p h a e l  rep l i e d .  ‘Yo u  ha v e  lef t  on l y  on e  tra c k .  Th a t  is  

ho w  you  ar r i v e d  the r e  an d  ho w  you  ex i t e d .  It  is  bu t  on e  rou t e .  If  he  se n s e s  

yo u  the n  he  wi l l  be  led  to  us  he r e ,  tha t  is  sim p l e r  an d  wi l l  co s t  hi m  les s  tim e  to  

di s c o v e r  us  sho u l d  he  be  so  tak e n  by  hi s  cu r i o s i t y .’  Ra p h  inc l i n e d  hi s  he a d  

sid e w a y s  an d  ad d e d ,  ‘Cu r i o s i t y  or  a  sim p l e  de s i r e  to  se e  you.’  

Em a n u e l  sm i l e d ,  fee l i n g  a  lit t l e  be t t e r ,  he  pl a c e d  hi s  ha n d  up o n  

Ra p h a e l ’ s  sh o u l d e r .  ‘So r r y  I fuc k e d  it  up.’  

‘Yo u  kno w  be s t ,’  Ra p h  sno r t e d .  Em a n u e l  pu l l e d  ba c k  hi s  ha n d  an d  

the n  lan d e d  a  bl o w  ins t e a d ;  the  Arc h a n g e l  see m e d  no t  to  no t i c e .  ‘Ev e n t s  

ha v e  yet  to  un f o l d ,’  Ra p h  sa i d .   ‘It  is  lik e l y  tha t  you r  ac t i o n s  wi l l  be a r  no  

co n s e q u e n c e . ’  

Em a n u e l  po n d e r e d  up o n  tha t  an d  pl a c e d  hi s  ha n d  ba c k  up o n  

Ra p h a e l ’ s  sh o u l d e r .  ’Ple a s e  be  ge n t l e ,’  he  sa i d.  ‘I’m  st i l l  lea r n i n g . ’  Sh i f t i n g  hi s  

bo d y  we i g h t  he  lea n e d  ag a i n s t  the  Arc h a n g e l ’ s  mi g h t y  fra m e .  

Si l e n t l y  the y  bo t h  wa i t e d .
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Em a n u e l  fou n d  hi s  tho u g h t s  wo n d e r i n g ,  he  did  no t  ha v e  the  sa m e  

co n c e n t r a t i o n  sp a n  as  Ra p h a e l .  Hi s  mi n d  wa s  pla y i n g  th r o u g h  the  ev e n t s  tha t  

ha d  led  to  the m  bo t h  be i n g  the r e .  If  it  ha d n ’ t  be e n  for  his  ow n  ins i s t e n c e  on  

fo l l o w i n g  up  on  a  clu e  ab o u t  Lu k a v e l  he  an d  Ra p h a e l  wo u l d  no t  ha v e  

st u m b l e d  up o n  the  pa c k  of  An g e l s  tha t  we r e  no w  ta i l i n g  Ur i e l .  Lu k a v e l ,  

luk a v e l ,  Lu k- a-ve l! Em a n u e l  ha d  be e n  sea r c h i n g  him  ou t  fo r  a  lon g  tim e  no w.  

He  ha d  to  do  thi s  in  sm a l l  bo u t s  wh e n- ev e r  he  go t  the  cha n c e .  Un l i k e  

Ra p h a e l  the  ot h e r  Ar c h a n g e l s  re f u s e d  to  he l p  the  So n  pu r s u e  the  be i n g  tha t  

he  ha d  cre a t e d ,  thi s  me a n t  tha t  Em a n u e l  co u l d  be  se a r c h i n g  ou t  Lu k a v e l  fo r  

a  lon g  tim e  to  co m e .  Em a n u e l ’ s  ow n  mo v e m e n t s  we r e  no t  so  fre e  an d  ea s y ,  

wh e n  alo n e  his  fat h e r  wo u l d  be  aw a r e  of  wh e r e  he  wa s  an d  wh a t  he  wa s  

do i n g ,  wh e n  no t  al o n e  he  wo u l d  be  pa i r e d  wi t h  on e  of  the  Ar c h s .  It  ha d n ’ t  

alw a y s  be e n  lik e  th i s,  bu t  tha t  wa s  the  wa y  of  it  no w .  

Em a n u e l  wo u l d  ha v e  wo r d s  wi t h  him s e l f ;  de a l  wi t h  re a l .  He  wi s h e d  he  

co u l d  ro a m  the  he a v e n s  fre e l y  bu t  it  wa s n ’ t  go i n g  to  ha p p e n  an d  the  wh o l e  

Lu k a v e l  bu s i n e s s  ha d  ma d e  hi s  po s i t i o n  we a k e r .  So n  of  Go d  he  ma y  be,  bu t  

he  alw a y s  se e m e d  to  pl a y  the  pa r t  of  the  So n  mo r e  tha n  he  wo u l d  ha v e  lik e d .  

So n  to  al l,  or  so  it  wo u l d  see m ,  an d  tha t  me a n t  he  wa s  the  sm a l l e s t ,  we a k e s t  

an d  lea s t  tru s t e d .  Th e r e  ha d  be e n  a  tim e  be f o r e  he  rem e m b e r e d ;  a  tim e  

wh e n  no t h i n g  cou l d  be  be t t e r  an d  no t h i n g  ev e r  wa s .  De a l  wi t h  rea l,  the  

pro b l e m  for  Em a n u e l  wa s  tha t  he  did n’ t  lik e  wh a t  wa s  rea l.

‘He  mo v e s , ’  Ra p h a e l  sa i d ,  po i n t i n g  a  fin g e r  to  a  far  of f  clu s t e r  of  st a r s .  

Th e y  we r e  in  a  po s i t i o n  no r t h  we s t e r l y  to  the  wo r l d  tha t  Ur i e l  ha d  be e n  up o n .  

‘He’s  go n e  ou t  of  my  fie l d  of  sig h t .’

Bo t h  Ra p h  an d  Em a n u e l  wa i t e d  for  a  few  mo m e n t s ,  no t  tak i n g  the i r  

foc u s  aw a y  fro m  the  las t  pla c e  tha t  Ur i e l  ha d  be e n  se e n .  ‘He’s  go n e , ’  

Em a n u e l  fin a l l y  sa i d  in  ag r e e m e n t .  He  tur n e d  to  loo k  Ra p h a e l  ful l  in  the  fac e .  

‘Tho s e  tha t  fo l l o w  him  wi l l  ha v e  lea r n e d  mu c h  ab o u t  hi s  bu s i n e s s , ’  Em a n u e l  

sa i d ,  wa i t i n g  to  se e  if  the r e  wa s  an y  res p o n s e  for t h  com i n g  fro m  the  

Arc h a n g e l  be f o r e  he  con t i n u e d .  ‘The y  wi l l  kn o w  too  mu c h  Ra p h .’

‘It  is  a  tru t h  an d  a  co m p l e x  on e,’  the  Arc h a n g e l  sa i d  in  ag r e e m e n t .
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‘So m e  of  the  pl a c e s  tha t  Ur i e l  ha s  be e n  to,  he  wi l l  re t u r n  to  ag a i n .  

Wh a t  if  hi s  wo r k  ha s  be e n  int e r f e r e d  wi t h?’  Em a n u e l ’ s  tho u g h t s  we r e  rac i n g .  

‘Wh e r e  wi l l  he  be  led  to?  Ho w  big  a  tra p  co u l d  be  sp r u n g?  Th i s  cou l d  be  a  

ve r y  bi g  we b  be i n g  wo v e n  Ra p h .’  Th e  So n’ s  ey e s  se e m e d  to  ap p e a r  al m o s t  

pl e a d i n g  as  he  fin i s h e d  hi s  wo r d s .  He  wa s  an x i o u s  ev e n  wi t h  Ra p h a e l  by  hi s  

sid e .

‘Wh a t  do  yo u  su r m i s e?’  Ra p h a e l  as k e d  in  a  rum b l i n g  vo i c e .

Em a n u e l  kn e w  the  Ar c h a n g e l  in  an  al m o s t  in t i m a t e  fas h i o n  an d  Ra p h ’ s  

sp i r i t  wa s  be i n g  con j o i n e d  wi t h  ot h e r  as p e c t s  of  hi s  be i n g .  To  on e  wh o  kne w  

les s  ab o u t  Ar c h a n g e l s  the  au d i o  cha n g e  cou l d  ha v e  be e n  mi s t a k e n  for  a  for m  

of  no i s e  di s t u r b a n c e ,  or  the  lis t e n e r s  ow n  he a r i n g  be i n g  imp a i r e d .  Th e  de e p  

sp e e c h  wa s  ac c o m p a n i e d  by  a  cho r u s  or  an  ec h o  as  if  two  vo i c e s  spo k e  at  

on c e ,  bu t  Em a n u e l  kn e w  the  tru t h  of  it,  the  vo i c e  ch a n g e  wa s  be c a u s e  of  a  

di s t u r b a n c e  tha t  wa s  be i n g  co n d u c t e d  by  Ra p h a e l  him s e l f .  Th e  Arc h  wa s  

ha r n e s s i n g  pa r t s  of  hi s  sp i r i t  tha t  wo u l d  us u a l l y  be  lef t  to  fun c t i o n  for  ot h e r  

du t i e s .  Ra p h a e l  wa s  wi e l d i n g  hi s  sp i r i t  lik e  a  wa r r i o r  wo u l d  wi e l d  a  sw o r d ;  the  

so u n d  of  the  po w e r  wi t h i n  hi s  sp e e c h  wa s  jus t  tha t ,  it  wa s  po w e r!

‘Yo u  ha v e  to  sto p  the m ,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d ,  an d  for  a  mo m e n t  Ra p h a e l ’ s  

ey e s  gl o w e d ,  ca s t i n g  a  lum i n o u s  be a m  of  lig h t  tha t  sh r o u d e d  the  So n  of  Go d ,  

ch a n g i n g  hi s  ap p e a r a n c e  int o  a  for m  of  br i l l i a n t  wh i t e ,  the n  it  wa s  go n e  

lea v i n g  the  So n  br e a t h i n g  ra p i d l y .  ’Pe r m a n e n t l y , ’  Em a n u e l  ad d e d ,  tak i n g  in  a  

de e p  br e a t h  to  rec o v e r  fro m  the  su r g e  of  en e r g y  tha t  he  ha d  jus t  

ex p e r i e n c e d .

‘As  yo u  sa y  so  sh a l l  it  be,’  Ra p h a e l  rep l i e d .

Ra p h ’ s  he a d  mo v e d  me c h a n i c a l l y  bu t  sm o o t h l y  in  an  ar c i n g  mo t i o n .  

Th e  An g e l s ’  wo r k i n g s  we r e  no w  mo r e  pro m i n e n t  to  Em a n u e l ’ s  kn o w i n g  ey e s ,  

he  fou n d  him s e l f  sil e n t l y  wi s h i n g  he  ha d  su c h  co n t r o l  ov e r  hi s  ow n  be i n g ,  ho w  

he  wi s h e d  he  cou l d  co n t r o l  so  ma n y  fac u l t i e s  an d  or d i n a n c e s  at  wi l l,  bu t  he  

co u l d  no t ,  fo r  al l  hi s  re l a t i v e  sim i l a r i t i e s  to  the  Ar c h a n g e l s ,  Em a n u e l  wa s  a  

sp i r i t  of  the  mo m e n t  an d  se l f  co n t r o l  ha d  no t  be e n  a  pr o m i n e n t  de s i g n  pl a c e d  

wi t h i n  hi m.  Go d  lik e d  hi s  So n  inn o c e n t  an d  na k e d .  Em a n u e l  wa s  tru t h ,  an d  

co n t r o l  by  the  po w e r  of  se l f  wi l l  co u l d  be  us e d  to  con c e a l  wh a t  wa s  be i n g  fel t  
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fro m  the  ins i d e .  Em a n u e l  ha d  dif f i c u l t i e s  ma s k i n g  hi s  tru e  fee l i n g s  be c a u s e  

he  lac k e d  the  too l s  ne c e s s a r y  for  de c e i t .  Th e r e  ha d  be e n  a  tim e  wh e n  tha t  

inn o c e n c e  wa s  com p l e t e  an d  wi t h o u t  an y  sha m e ,  the n  cam e  a  tim e  wh e n  hi s  

na k e d n e s s  wa s  an  em b a r r a s s m e n t ,  no w  wa s  the  tim e  wh e n  he  ha t e d  be i n g  

se e n  by  tho s e  tha t  he  co n s i d e r e d  to  be  un w o r t h y  of  sig h t .  De a l  wi t h  re a l ;  he  

wa s  the  mo s t  re a l  be i n g  in  cre a t i o n .  Th e  cat a s t r o p h e  wa s  tha t  ot h e r s  we r e  

lia r s  an d  de c e i v e r s!

‘Ra p h ,  I’m  afr a i d ,’  he  ina d v e r t e n t l y  bi t  hi s  low e r  lip  af t e r  sa y i n g  the  

wo r d s .

‘Ye s  bu t  I’m  no t .’  

Th e  An g e l  tur n e d  hi s  ba c k  on  the  So n ;  he a d  rot a t i n g  in  a  ro l l i n g  

fas h i o n ,  tak i n g  in  the  vie w p o i n t s  of  the  co s m o s  an d  wh a t  lay  ah e a d  an d  

wh i c h  rou t e  Ra p h a e l  wo u l d  de c i d e  to  em b a r k  up o n .  Em a n u e l  hi m s e l f  ha d  

tur n e d  to  ga z e  do w n w a r d s  pa s t  his  fee t,  to  fin d  hi m s e l f  sta r i n g  int o  a  bl a c k  

va s t  no t h i n g n e s s .  He  kn e w  thi s  em p t y  fee l i n g  al l  too  we l l ,  fig h t i n g ,  de s t r u c t i o n  

an d  con t a i n m e n t  we r e  a  ne g a t i v e  an d  Em a n u e l  ha d  no  po s i t i v e  res p o n s e  to  

an s w e r  tha t  wi t h ,  he  an d  Ra p h  we r e  ab o u t  to  do  a  di r t y  de e d .  Em a n u e l  wa s  

no  Arc h a n g e l  an d  he  co u l d n ’ t  jus t  di s c a r d  the  fee l i n g  of  wr o n g n e s s .  Th e  So n  

of  Go d  wa s  a  pe r f e c t i o n i s t  qu i t e  sim p l y  be c a u s e  he  wa s  pe r f e c t i o n ,  he  jus t  

ha p p e n e d  to  liv e  wi t h i n  the  re a l m s  of  imp e r f e c t i o n .  He a v e n ,  Em a n u e l  of t e n  

co n s i d e r e d ,  wa s  jus t  as  go o d  as  he l l!

‘Mo d e r a t e  yo u r  sp e e d  an d  ke e p  in  st e p  wi t h  me.’  Ra p h a e l  gr o a n e d  

wi t h  po w e r f u l  wo r d s  so  tha t  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  ob e y .

‘Yo u’ v e  go t  lon g e r  leg s  tha n  me,’  Em a n u e l  re p l i e d  wi t h  a  tw i n k l e  in  hi s  

ey e.  Ra p h a e l  ga v e  a  thu n d e r o u s  lau g h  an d  se t  of f  at  an  aw k w a r d  pa c e .  

Em a n u e l  di d  hi s  be s t  to  toe  the  lin e,  bu t  it  wa s  ha r d ,  as  the  mo v e m e n t s  tha t  

the y  ma d e  we r e  no t  flu i d  or  na t u r a l ,  ea c h  ste p  be i n g  sl i g h t l y  di f f e r e n t  to  the  

on e  be f o r e  or  the  on e  tha t  wo u l d  fol l o w .  Em a n u e l  fou n d  him s e l f  ei t h e r  fa l l i n g  

be h i n d  or  st e p p i n g  ah e a d  at  va r i o u s  tim e s .  ‘Arc h a n g e l s , ’  he  sa i d  to  him s e l f  in  

be m u s e m e n t .  Ra p h  ca m e  to  a  st o p  for  a  few  se c o n d s  an d  Em a n u e l  sp e n t  the  

tim e  ch e c k i n g  ou t  Ra p h a e l ’ s  fra m e .  
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‘Lo o k s  lik e  Mi c h a e l , ’  the  So n  tho u g h t  to  him s e l f ,  an d  the  fee l i n g s  he  

ha d  for  Mi c h a e l  the  Arc h a n g e l  kin d l e d  wi t h i n  him .  Wh e n  it  ca m e  to  co m b a t  

an d  wa r ,  M i c h a e l  kne w  ho w  to  re l e a s e  the  be a s t .  Ra p h  wa s  no w  phy s i c a l l y  

ch a n g e d ;  hi s  bo d y  ton e  wa s  far  mo r e  mu s c u l a r  tha n  it  ha d  be e n  jus t  

mo m e n t s  be f o r e ,  sh o u l d e r s  ro u n d e d  an d  ne c k  mu s c l e s  vis i b l e .  ‘Go o d ,  if  the y  

th i n k  it  is  Mi c h a e l  the n  tha t  wi l l  thr o w  the m  for  a  wh i l e  an d  sc a r e  the  sh i t  ou t  

of  the m  too!’ Em a n u e l  fou n d  tho s e  tho u g h t s  co m f o r t i n g  an d  str a i g h t e n e d  his  

ow n  po s t u r e  fo r  go o d  me a s u r e .  

Th e  two  be i n g s  con t i n u e d  to  mo v e  on.  Ra p h a e l  wa l k e d  lik e  a  so l d i e r  

wo u l d  wa l k  for  ba t t l e ,  de f i n e d  leg s ,  be i n g  th r o w n  ou t  be f o r e  him ,  un b e n d i n g  

an d  see m i n g l y  un s t o p p a b l e .  Up p e r  to r s o  st r a i g h t  an d  po w e r f u l l y  bu i l t .  Hi s  

arm s  we r e  mo v i n g  as  if  to  a  be a t  an d  sho u l d e r s  ro l l i n g  in  a  ma s c u l i n e  tem p o .  

Th e  Arc h a n g e l  di d  loo k  ma g n i f i c e n t  an d  hi s  ph y s i c a l  for m  wa s  no w  mo r p h i n g  

int o  a  bo d y  mo r e  su i t a b l e  for  co m b a t .  ‘Go o d ,’  ag a i n  tho u g h t  Em a n u e l  si l e n t l y .  

Th e  So n  of  Go d  ha d  be e n  na i v e  in  the  pa s t  th i n k i n g  fa l s e l y  tha t  an  

Arc h a n g e l  wa s  inc a p a b l e  of  be i n g  ma t c h e d  or  be a t e n  in  co m b a t ,  bu t  the n  

ha d  com e  the  he a r t a c h e  of  rea l i t y .  Ep h a n u e l ,  on e  of  the  se v e n ,  ha d  en d u r e d  

on e  ba t t l e  too  ma n y  an d  Em a n u e l  ha d  see n  ho w  inj u r y  co u l d  be  inc u r r e d  by  

tho s e  tha t  he  on c e  co n s i d e r e d  to  be  be y o n d  su c h  mo r t a l  ha r m .  Ep h a n u e l  ha d  

no t  be e n  the  sam e  sin c e  hi s  ba t t l e ,  an d  it  ha d  be e n  a  ba t t l e!  On e  Ar c h a n g e l  

ag a i n s t  an  arm y  of  re b e l  An g e l s ,  the  An g e l s  ha d  ac h i e v e d  a  vic t o r y  of  so r t s ,  

as  ma n y  of  the m  ha d  ma n a g e d  to  fle e  fro m  the  figh t  an d  su r v i v e d .  Ep h a n u e l  

ha d  be c o m e  so  di s o r i e n t a t e d  fro m  the  me l e e  tha t  he  di d  no t  di s p o s e  of  the  

en e m y  as  he  sho u l d  ha v e  do n e  an d  hi s  pr i m a l  co n s t i t u t i o n  ha d  ye t  to  ret u r n  

to  its  or i g i n a l  st a t e .  St i l l  Ep h a n u e l  wa s  di f f e r e n t  fro m  ho w  he  sho u l d  be...S t i l l .  

Th i n k i n g  su c h  tho u g h t s  sud d e n l y  br o u g h t  Pa n i c  up o n  Em a n u e l  an d  he  tur n e d  

to  ha v e  an o t h e r  loo k  at  Ra p h a e l  fo r  as s u r a n c e .  ‘Are  you  co n f i d e n t ?’  he  

as k e d .  

Th e  Arc h a n g e l  pa u s e d  at  the  qu e s t i o n ,  Em a n u e l  ha d  a  loo k  of  wo r r y  

ab o u t  him ,  the  So n  wa s  fri g h t e n e d ,  Ra p h a e l  wo u l d  ap p l y  the  rig h t  wo r d s  in  

the  rig h t  qu a n t i t y ,  it  wo u l d  no t  be  a  lie  jus t  an o t h e r  for m  of  tru t h ,  on e  tha t  

sh o u l d  he l p  the  So n  cop e  wi t h  hi s  fee l i n g s .  ‘I wa s  ma d e  for  wa r,’  Ra p h a e l  

sa i d .  Em a n u e l  di d  no t  see m  con v i n c e d ;  Ra p h a e l  kn e w  tha t  the  So n  tho u g h t  
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hi m  in  er r o r .  ‘If  you  do n’ t  be l i e v e  me,  as k  Mi c h a e l , ’  the  Arc h a n g e l  ad d e d .  

Do u b t  fla s h e d  ac r o s s  Em a n u e l ’ s  fac e  an d  wa s  rep l a c e d  jus t  as  qu i c k l y  wi t h  a  

loo k  of  co n f i d e n c e .  Th e  wo r d s  ha d  wo r k e d ;  the  So n  sh o u l d  be  pre p a r e d  for  

wh a t e v e r  the y  we r e  ab o u t  to  fac e ,  bu t  Ra p h a e l  kn e w  tha t  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  

ne v e r  ho l d  an  em o t i o n a l  sta t e  fo r  lon g,  the  so o n e r  the y  en c o u n t e r e d  the  

An g e l s  the  be t t e r .

Bo t h  be i n g s  res t a r t e d  the i r  mo v e m e n t .  Em a n u e l  too k  in  the  st r a t e g y  

tha t  the y  we r e  se t  up o n ;  Ra p h  wa s  lea d i n g  the m  no r t h  ea s t  or  up w a r d s  an d  

to  the  rig h t  of  Ur i e l ’ s  pu r s u e r s .  Bl o c k i n g  the  lin e  of  si t e  we r e  a  nu m b e r  of  

di f f e r e n t  su n s  an d  mo r e  imp o r t a n t l y  wo r l d s .  Wo r l d s  we r e  alw a y s  go o d  for  

bl o c k i n g  a  vie w  an d  Ra p h  wa s  ma k i n g  a  rou t e  tha t  wa s  be i n g  hid d e n  by  

my r i a d s  of  liv i n g  be i n g s ,  fle s h  an d  blo o d  an d  ca m o u f l a g e ,  he a v e n  wa s  a  

st r a n g e  pla c e  to  liv e,  bu t  you’ v e  go t  to  liv e.  Wh e n  the  two  foe s  wo u l d  fin a l l y  

me e t  the  ele m e n t  of  su r p r i s e  wo u l d  be  wi t h  the  Arc h a n g e l  an d  hi s  

co m p a n i o n ,  at  pr e s e n t  the y  we r e  bo t h  mo v i n g  wh e r e  the  su n  di d n ’ t  sh i n e ,  

Em a n u e l  ch u c k l e d  at  tha t  tho u g h t ,  hi s  pl a y f u l  hu m o u r  cou l d  no t  be  

di m i n i s h e d .  Th e  re b e l l i o u s  An g e l s  we r e  up  ah e a d ,  tho s e  ha t e r s ,  an d  loa t h e r s ,  

gre e d y ,  thi e v i n g ,  se l f i s h  an d  di s g u s t i n g  ba s t a r d s .  So o n  he  an d  Ra p h  wo u l d  

be  fac e  to  fac e  wi t h  al l  tha t  Em a n u e l  con s i d e r e d  to  be  ev i l! 

‘Tim e  for  Em a n u e l  to  be c o m e  a  so l d i e r ,’  he  sa i d ,  tak i n g  in  a  wo r t h l e s s  

bre a t h  as  if  to  em p h a s i s e  his  ow n  res o l v e .  ‘Be  a  th i n k e r  no t  a  st i n k e r .  Th e r e  

is  no  us e  in  sh i t t i n g  my s e l f .’  Mu m b l i n g  hi s  en c o u r a g i n g  qu i p s  he  wa l k e d  alo n g  

wh i l s t  hi s  mi n d  wa s  at  wo r k  tic k i n g  of f  di f f e r e n t  op t i o n s  fo r  Ra p h a e l ,  he  thr e w  

a  sid e  gla n c e  at  Ra p h  an d  de c i d e d  tha t  al l  he  cou l d  gi v e  to  the  Ar c h a n g e l  

wa s  hi s  sup p o r t .  Wh a t  wa s  ne e d e d  wa s  som e  em o t i o n a l  fo r t i f i c a t i o n .  He  

di d n ’ t  wa n t  Ra p h  to  be  wo r r i e d  ab o u t  hi m  wh e n  the  ba t t l e  sta r t e d  be c a u s e  

tha t  wo u l d  be  a  we a k n e s s  to  him  an d  st r e n g t h  to  the  en e m y .  Em a n u e l  

ne e d e d  to  rem o v e  so m e  of  Ra p h s ’  pro t e c t i v e  lin e  of  tho u g h t s .  He  kn e w  the  

dr i l l;  Em a n u e l  wa s  the  An g e l s ’  lit t l e  bro t h e r ,  the  So n ,  the  pla y  ma t e  an d  

inn o c e n t .  Th e  on e  to  be  pr o t e c t e d  at  al l  co s t  an d  tho s e  we r e  the  tho u g h t s  

tha t  ne e d e d  to  be  res t r i c t e d  an d  co n t a i n e d .  Th e  be s t  wa y  to  go  ab o u t  tha t  

wa s  ea s y  en o u g h ;  he  on l y  ha d  to  pi s s  Ra p h  of f! Em a n u e l  kn e w  ho w  it  cou l d  

be  do n e ,  on e  su b j e c t  wh i c h  wa s  fre s h  an d  ne r v e  tin g l i n g ,  Lu k a v e l!
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Em a n u e l  sp e n t  so m e  tim e  wa i t i n g  fo r  the  mo m e n t .  It  wa s n ’ t  as  ea s y  as  

he  mi g h t  ha v e  wi s h e d .  Mo d e r a t i n g  hi s  ow n  spe e d  an d  kee p i n g  in  st e p  wi t h  

Ra p h a e l  wh i l e  ste a l i n g  sid e  lon g  gl a n c e s .  Th i s  wa s  so m e t h i n g  tha t  Em a n u e l  

ha t e d  do i n g ,  if  you  ne e d e d  to  loo k  at  som e b o d y  the n  you  sh o u l d  loo k  at  

the m ,  no t  pe e k  wi t h  yo u r  ey e s  so  the y  do  no t  kn o w  tha t  the y  are  be i n g  

wa t c h e d!  Em a n u e l  tho u g h t  tha t  rud e ,  sly,  de v i o u s  an d  wr o n g .  He  wa s  do i n g  it  

hi m s e l f ,  he a d  st r a i g h t  an d  ey e s  da r t i n g  as  far  lef t  as  the y  wo u l d  go  so  he  

co u l d  tak e  in  the  sig h t  of  Ra p h a e l .  No n e  of  the  ne g a t i v e s  ap p l i e d  to  the  So n ,  

be c a u s e  he  wa s  us i n g  st e a l t h  no t  gu i l e ,  at t e m p t i n g  to  pi c k  hi s  mo m e n t  of  

en g a g e m e n t  fo r  the  be t t e r  go o d ,  no t  ev i l.  

Ra p h a e l  wa s  an  Arc h a n g e l  an d  the  Ar c h s  can  see  thi n g s  co m i n g ,  the i r  

mi n d s  wo r k e d  at  an  inc r e d i b l e  rat e  an d  the y  wo u l d  kn e w  the  en d  of  a  

se n t e n c e  be f o r e  a  pe r s o n  ha d  fin i s h e d  sa y i n g  it.  So  Em a n u e l  ne e d e d  the  

rig h t  wo r d  at  the  rig h t  in t e r v a l .  Wo r d s  we r e  po w e r  an d  Em a n u e l  him s e l f  ha d  

be e n  ni c k n a m e d  The Word in  ag e s  go n e  by,  no t  be c a u s e  he  wa s  a  

wo r d s m i t h ,  bu t  be c a u s e  he  wa s  the  So n  of  Go d  an d  wo r d s  we r e  am p l y  

av a i l a b l e  to  him  fro m  the i r  pr i m a l  sou r c e ,  hi s  fat h e r .  Al s o  Em a n u e l  did  ta l k  a  

lot.  

A  rig h t  wo r d  he r e  cou l d  ma k e  an  An g e l  soa r  or  the  wr o n g  wo r d  the r e  

co u l d  ma k e  hi m  de s p a i r .  Wo r d s  ce r t a i n l y  we r e  po w e r f u l ,  bu t  the  on e  wh o  

us e d  the m  mo s t  ef f i c i e n t l y  wa s  the  on e  wh o  ha d  the  mo s t  se l f  co n t r o l ,  an d  

Arc h a n g e l s  ha d  ple n t y  of  con t r o l .  De s p i t e  thi s  di s a d v a n t a g e ,  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  

pro c e e d  wi t h  hi s  st r a t e g y ;  th i s  wa s  hi s  ow n  wa y  of  fig h t i n g  in  the  wa r ,  ma k i n g  

the  wa r r i o r  m i g h t i e r  be f o r e  the  ba t t l e .  Mo s t  of  the  on c o m i n g  ba t t l e  wi t h  the  

An g e l s  wo u l d  be  fou g h t  wi t h  wo r d s  so  Em a n u e l  ha d  the  op p o r t u n i t y  to  ge t  in  

the r e  firs t.

Em a n u e l  wa s  tha n k f u l  tha t  he  wa s  go i n g  to  do  th i s  wi t h  Ra p h a e l .  

Ra i s i n g  a  tou c h y  sub j e c t  di d  no t  alw a y s  ha v e  cle a r  cu t  re s u l t s  wi t h  

Ar c h a n g e l s .  Fo r  ex a m p l e  Mi c h a e l  wo u l d  ge t  so  an g r y  wi t h  yo u  tha t  the  wo r d s  

wo u l d  sim p l y  fai l  ag a i n s t  him ,  tha t  di d n ’ t  ma k e  hi m  mu c h  of  a  st r a t e g i s t ,  bu t  it  

di d  ma k e  him  ter r i f y i n g  to  be h o l d  in  hi s  mo m e n t s  of  ra g e!  Ga b r a e l  the  

Arc h a n g e l  wa s  un i q u e  to  alm o s t  ev e r y o n e  el s e  wh e n  it  cam e  to  the  us e  of  

wo r d s ,  he  cou l d  an s w e r ,  qu e s t i o n ,  co r r e c t  an d  alt e r  an  en t i r e  co n c e p t  wi t h i n  
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on e  sen t e n c e .  No  wo r d  pla y  or  fo r g i n g  of  wo r d s  wa s  ne e d e d  by  Ga b e ,  an d  a  

wo r d s m i t h  wo u l d n ’ t  ge t  a  loo k  in! Ga b r a e l  al s o  ha d  the  ab i l i t y  to  dr i v e  a  

he a l t h y  be i n g  int o  the  re a l m s  of  ins a n i t y  wi t h i n  a  ve r y  sh o r t  sp a c e  of  tim e ,  jus t  

by  ta l k i n g  to  the m .  Em a n u e l  did n ’ t  cha t  to  Ga b r a e l  ve r y  of t e n  as  the  An g e l  

ga v e  him  a  he a d a c h e!

Th e y  pa u s e d  ag a i n ,  Ra p h a e l  ab s o r b i n g  ma n y  dif f e r e n t  fac t s  an d  

de t a i l s  tha t  we r e  ar o u n d  the m ,  on c e  mo r e  his  ey e s  gl o w e d  wi t h  a  br i l l i a n t  lig h t  

wh i c h  the n  st a r t e d  to  pu l s a t e  as  he  re-ar r a n g e d  hi s  sp i r i t  in  co r r e s p o n d e n c e  

to  the  inf o r m a t i o n  tha t  he  ha d  ga t h e r e d .  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  wa i t  fo r  tho s e  be a m s  

to  fad e  an d  be f o r e  the y  ha d  the  cha n c e  to  go  ou t  com p l e t e l y  he  wo u l d  

ins t i g a t e  hi s  co n v e r s a t i o n .  It  re a l l y  an n o y e d  him  wh e n  he  wa s  int e r r u p t e d  

wh i l s t  do i n g  som e t h i n g  imp o r t a n t  an d  he  tho u g h t  tha t  Ra p h a e l  wo u l d  fee l  the  

sa m e .  He  wa t c h e d  as  the  lam p s  of  Ra p h s ’  sou l  co n t i n u e d  to  ca s t  ou t  a  

lum i n o u s  ray  of  lig h t .  Em a n u e l  dre w  in  an o t h e r  wo r t h l e s s  bre a t h ,  at  thi s  ra t e,  

he  tho u g h t ,  it  wo u l d  be  hi m  tha t  wo u l d  ha v e  to  co p e  wi t h  the  fee l i n g s  of  

an n o y a n c e  an d  irr i t a t i o n .  He  wa i t e d  a  lit t l e  lon g e r  as  Ra p h  al t e r e d  som e  mo r e  

of  hi s  ph y s i c a l  as p e c t s ,  fou r t e e n  foo t  tal l  an d  two  st a r s  for  ey e s .  ‘Ge t  on  wi t h  

it,’ the  So n  tho u g h t  im p a t i e n t l y .

Em a n u e l  sa w  an  op e n i n g  an d  sa i d ,  ‘Th i s  is  ha p p e n i n g  be c a u s e  of  

Lu k a v e l . ’  He  ha d  to  sq u i n t  as  Ra p h a e l  tu r n e d  to  loo k  up o n  him .  ‘If  we  ha d n ’ t  

be e n  loo k i n g  fo r  Lu k a v e l  the n  we  wo u l d  ne v e r  ha v e  tum b l e d  the s e  An g e l s . ’

‘So?’  Ra p h a e l  re p l i e d .  Th e  vo l u m e  of  hi s  vo i c e  wa s  lou d.

‘So?  Th a t  is  a  po s i t i v e  thi n g ,  a  go o d  thi n g .  Be c a u s e  of  Lu k a v e l  we  

fou n d  Ur i e l  an d  no w  we  ar e  he l p i n g  hi m  an d  tha t  me a n s  tha t  Lu k a v e l  br i n g s  

go o d  res u l t s ,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d,  ke e p i n g  a  ne u t r a l  ex p r e s s i o n  se t  up o n  hi s  fac e ,  

wh i c h  wa s  no w  ag l o w  wi t h  Ra p h a e l ’ s  ra y s .

‘It  ma t t e r s  no t ,’  the  Ar c h a n g e l  re p l i e d ,  his  vo i c e  sou n d i n g  lik e  the  flow  

of  ma n y  wa t e r s .

Em a n u e l  lea n e d  for w a r d  for  em p h a s i s  an d  sa i d ,  ‘It  co m p l e t e l y  

ma t t e r s . ’  Ha n d s  we n t  to  hi p s .  ‘Wh a t  is  ab o u t  to  ha p p e n  is  a  di r e c t  link  fro m  

Luk a v e l  an d  tha t  me a n s  he  is  a  pr o d u c t i v e  be i n g  an d  tha t  sh o u l d  be  

do c u m e n t e d  fo r  fur t h e r  re f e r e n c e .  I th i n k  it  is  so m e t h i n g  tha t  sh o u l d n ’ t  be  
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ov e r l o o k e d  or  mi n i m i s e d , ’  he  sa i d ,  an d  pa u s e d  be f o r e  ca s t i n g  ou t  the  ba i t ,  

‘don’ t  you  ag r e e?’  It  wa s  alw a y s  go o d  to  fin i s h  wi t h  a  qu e s t i o n  wh e n  ta l k i n g  to  

an  Arc h .  Ra p h a e l  sc a n n e d  the  he a v e n s  be f o r e  fal l i n g  for  the  ba i t .

‘We  are  he r e  be c a u s e  of  yo u  an d  you r  wi l l  wh i c h  is  at  wo r k .  It  is  yo u r  

ac t i o n s  tha t  ha v e  led  to  thi s  si t u a t i o n .  It  wa s  yo u  wh o  cre a t e d  the  ab o m i n a t i o n  

an d  it  is  yo u r  de s i r e  to  fix  the  pro b l e m  tha t  ha s  led  to  the  rev e l a t i o n  of  Ur i e l ’ s  

pu r s u e r s .  Lu k a v e l  is  of  no  imp o r t a n c e .  Do  no t  ma s k  the  ab o m i n a t i o n  by  yo u r  

ow n  wo r t h ,’  Ra p h a e l  sa i d .  It  sou n d e d  as  if  Em a n u e l  we r e  be i n g  re p r i m a n d e d  

by  an  oc e a n  su c h  wa s  the  po w e r  an d  en e r g y  of  the  Arc h a n g e l s ’  vo i c e .  

Th a t ’ s  a  bit  st r o n g ,  Em a n u e l  tho u g h t  to  him s e l f ,  bu t  he  res i s t e d  the  

urg e  to  an s w e r  ba c k ,  con t r o l  wa s  pa r a m o u n t  to  wh a t  he  wa s  try i n g  to  do.  ‘No t  

an  ab o m i n a t i o n!’  he  sa i d ,  wa n t i n g  to  sh o u t  bu t  kee p i n g  hi s  vo i c e  as  ca l m  as  

he  co u l d  ma n a g e  an d  the  au d i o  vo l u m e  low.  ‘He  is  a  ne w  cre a t i o n ,  a  ne w  

pe r s o n ,  on e  tha t  isn’t  be i n g  gi v e n  a  ch a n c e  by  you r  lot!’ Em a n u e l  bi t  his  lip  

af t e r  sa y i n g  the  las t  pa r t  an d  qu i c k l y  pu l l e d  do w n  hi s  ra i s e d  fin g e r ,  he  ha d  

be e n  di s r e s p e c t f u l  an d  a  lit t l e  ag g r e s s i v e ,  bu t  it  wa s  tru e ,  no n e  of  the  Ar c h s  

ga v e  Lu k a v e l  a  cha n c e .  Th e y  we r e  pre j u d i c e .  Em a n u e l  wa n t e d  to  do  thi s  

ca l m l y ,  bu t  he  wa s  aw a r e  tha t  his  co n t r o l  wa s n ’ t  as  go o d  as  he  wo u l d  ha v e  

lik e d  it  to  be  an d  he  fe l t  him s e l f  bl u s h i n g .

‘No t  an e w!  Tw o  pe o p l e  fu s e d  as  on e,  wh i c h  is  an  ab o m i n a t i o n , ’  

Ra p h a e l  sa i d ,  loo k i n g  tru l y  me n a c i n g .  ‘It  is  a  pe r v e r s i o n  wh i c h  yo u  con d u c t e d  

in  er r o r  be c a u s e  of  the  ex i s t e n c e  of  im p e r f e c t i o n  an d  its  re s u l t s  wi t h i n  yo u.’  

Th e  so u n d  wh i c h  iss u e d  for t h  wa s  lik e  a  ro a r i n g  of  the  sea.  

‘I tur n e d  the  imp e r f e c t  in t o  pe r f e c t!’  Em a n u e l  sh o t  ba c k ,  bu t  it  wa s  no  

go o d ,  he  fou n d  tha t  hi s  for e- fin g e r  wa s  po i n t i n g  ag a i n ,  thi s  tim e  str a i g h t  at  

Ra p h s ’  fac e .  ‘The  pe r f e c t  ma t e s ,  an  ide a l  co u p l e ,  a  ne x t  ste p ,  a  bo n d i n g  an d  

bi n d i n g  tha t  wi l l  las t,  too  go o d  for  som e  bu t  les s  go o d  for  al l.’  Ra p h  fro z e  for  a  

se c o n d ;  he  see m e d  to  be  ha v i n g  tro u b l e  un d e r s t a n d i n g  the  fin a l  me a n i n g  of  

Em a n u e l ’ s  wo r d s .  Th a t  wa s n ’ t  su r p r i s i n g  be c a u s e  Em a n u e l  wa s n ’ t  too  su r e  

ei t h e r ,  bu t  he  ha d  an  ide a  an d  he  wo u l d  el a b o r a t e  on  it  be f o r e  Ra p h a e l  co u l d  

de c i p h e r  a  me a n i n g  for  hi m s e l f .  ‘Luk a v e l  is  no w  a  for c e  for  go o d  an d  he  is  a  

ne w  be i n g ,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d  qu i c k l y .  ‘He  wi l l  no t  be  a  he l p  to  the  wi c k e d  bu t  he  
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is  of  no  thr e a t  to  the  go o d  an d  he  is  be t t e r  tha n  the  ma j o r i t y  of  pe o p l e  in  

he a v e n ,  an d  mo r e  ca p a b l e!’

Th e  Arc h a n g e l ’ s  fac e  be g a n  to  sha k e  in  pu r e  rag e .  Em a n u e l  wa s  no t  

af f e c t e d ,  he  wa s  us e d  to  his  Da d’ s  tem p e r  an d  the r e  wa s n ’ t  a  be i n g  tha t  

ex i s t e d  tha t  co u l d  ma t c h  an g e r  lik e  tha t!

‘Ma t e s ,  wh o  ha d  be e n  cre a t e d  to  be  com p a t i b l e ,  you  ma n i p u l a t e d  tw o  

ind i v i d u a l  be i n g s ,  on e  ma s c u l i n e  the  ot h e r  a  fem i n i n e ,  wi t h  fus i o n  yo u  

de s t r o y e d  the m  bo t h  an d  cre a t e d  an  ab o m i n a t i o n , ’  Ra p h a e l  bo o m e d .  

Em a n u e l  ha d  pla c e d  hi s  fin g e r s  ins i d e  hi s  ea r s ,  no t  be c a u s e  he  di d n ’ t  wa n t  to  

he a r  wh a t  Ra p h  wa s  sa y i n g ,  bu t  be c a u s e  the  wo r d s  no w  sou n d e d  lik e  a  ve r y  

an g r y  sto r m .  Em a n u e l  wa s  imp r e s s e d  an d  the  Arc h a n g e l  wa s  no t  ye t  do n e .  

‘Cre a t i o n  ha d  be e n  res p o n s i b l e  fo r  the  ma l e  an d  the  fem a l e  an d  YO U  are  

res p o n s i b l e  fo r  de f i l i n g  tha t  ord e r  an d  fus i n g  tog e t h e r  two  ind i v i d u a l  sp i r i t s  to  

su i t  yo u r  ow n  pu r p o s e!’

‘Luk a v e l  is  a  go o d  pe r s o n!’  Em a n u e l  ye l l e d  ba c k ,  st i l l  ke e p i n g  hi s  

fin g e r s  lod g e d  wi t h i n  hi s  two  ea r s .

‘It  is  an  ab o m i n a t i o n!’  Ra p h a e l  roa r e d ,  ca u s i n g  Em a n u e l  to  sha k e  fro m  

he a d  to  foo t.  Th e  Arc h a n g e l  re m a i n e d  st i l l  wi t h  ey e s  fix e d  up o n  the  So n  of  

Go d ,  ra g e  flu s h e d  ac r o s s  his  fac e .  Em a n u e l ’ s  pl a n  ha d  wo r k e d  be t t e r  tha n  he  

ha d  ex p e c t e d .  Ra p h a e l  wa s  fur i o u s!  It  wa s  the  So n  wh o  br o k e  of f  ey e  co n t a c t  

firs t,  tu r n i n g  hi s  at t e n t i o n  fro m  Ra p h  to  fin d i n g  the  loc a t i o n  of  the  re b e l  

An g e l s .  Ra p h a e l  so o n  fol l o w e d  su i t  an d  fou n d  the m  qu i c k e r  tha n  Em a n u e l .  

Af t e r  res t a r t i n g  the i r  pu r s u i t  Ra p h a e l  spo k e ,  ‘The y  are  am a l g a m a t e d . ’  

Em a n u e l  al m o s t  ca m e  to  a  st o p  up o n  he a r i n g  the  wo r d s ;  he  re g a i n e d  

hi s  co m p o s u r e  an d  qu i c k l y  cau g h t  ba c k  up  wi t h  Ra p h a e l .  ‘Ho w  ma n y  of  the m  

are  the r e?’  

‘Tw e n t y  th r e e  ma k e  up  the  un i o n ,  bu t  the r e  is  an o t h e r ,’  Ra p h a e l  sa i d  

an d  firm l y  gr i p p e d  Em a n u e l ’ s  sh o u l d e r  bl a d e ,  lea d i n g  the  So n  on  in  al t e r i n g  

di r e c t i o n s ,  an d  ma k i n g  it  di f f i c u l t  for  Em a n u e l  to  ke e p  hi s  be a r i n g s .

‘Wh a t ’ s  the  ot h e r?’  Em a n u e l  as k e d ,  reg a i n i n g  som e  cla r i t y .
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‘A  Se r a p h , ’  Ra p h a e l  rep l i e d .  He  wa s  kee p i n g  hi s  se t  co u r s e  bu t  hi s  

he a d  wa s  co c k i n g  as i d e  an d  mo v i n g  fre q u e n t l y .  Th e  Ar c h a n g e l  wa s  

as s e s s i n g  da t a  at  an  inc r e d i b l e  ra t e  an d  hi s  mi n d  wa s  wo r k i n g  to  ful l  

ca p a c i t y .  Go d  ha d  ma d e  the  Ar c h a n g e l s  to  be  mo r e  tha n  a  sum  of  the i r  pa r t s .  

Th e  wo r k i n g s  tha t  we r e  no w  at  pl a y  wi t h i n  Ra p h a e l  we r e  be i n g  us e d  to  ad d ,  

su b t r a c t  an d  ac c u m u l a t e  inf o r m a t i o n .  He  wo u l d  be  try i n g  to  wo r k  ou t  the  vi t a l  

st a t i s t i c s  of  th i s  ne w  am a l g a m a t i o n .  Em a n u e l  ga v e  a  shu d d e r  th i n k i n g  of  

su c h  a  un i o n ,  on e  tha t  wo u l d  com b i n e  twe n t y  thr e e  liv i n g  sp i r i t s  in t o  on e  

en t i t y  wa s  be y o n d  hi s  un d e r s t a n d i n g .  It  ma d e  him  fee l  di r t y  jus t  thi n k i n g  

ab o u t  it,  an d  he  wa s  gla d  tha t  Ra p h  wa s  too  bu s y  to  no t i c e  the  ef f e c t  it  ha d  

ha d  on  him .  No t  lik e  Lu k a v e l ,  he  to l d  hi m s e l f ,  an d  ag a i n  fel t  gl a d  tha t  he  did n’ t  

ha v e  to  try  to  ex p l a i n  the  ex a c t  di f f e r e n c e  be t w e e n  Lu k a v e l  an d  the  Un i o n  to  

Ra p h a e l .

 ‘The y  ha v e  fu l l  co n t r o l  of  the  Se r a p h i m ? ’  Em a n u e l  as k e d .

‘It  is  Inc o h e r e n t  an d  su f f e r i n g  fro m  let h a r g y  du e  to  the  rem o v a l  fro m  its  

ab o d e .  Th e r e  is  a  de l u s i o n  be i n g  wo r k e d  wh i c h  giv e s  th i s  Un i o n  a  ba l a n c e  of  

po w e r  wi t h i n  the  Se r a p h ,  mo s t  pr o b a b l y  the  sam e  de l u s i o n  tha t  led  it  aw a y  

fro m  its  dw e l l i n g  pl a c e .’  Ra p h a e l  pa u s e d  an d  tur n e d  to  loo k  at  Em a n u e l .   ‘Do  

no t  co m m u n e  wi t h  it,  fo r  you  wi l l  kn o w  it  no t.’

Em a n u e l  tri e d  to  pr o t e s t .  ‘It’s  jus t  a  Se r a p h . ’

‘It  kn o w s  its e l f  no t ,’  Ra p h  sa i d  an d  hi s  gr i p  inc r e a s e d  on  Em a n u e l ’ s  

sh o u l d e r .  ‘Its  mi n d  is  liv i n g  in  a  lie.  Th e  de l u s i o n  is  po w e r f u l  an d  it  kn o w s  us  

no t.’

‘Ah,  al r i g h t ,’  Em a n u e l  gr o a n e d .  ‘Ha v e  it  yo u r  wa y .’  Th e  So n  wa s  no w  

try i n g  to  re l i e v e  so m e  of  the  pr e s s u r e  fro m  hi s  ac h i n g  sh o u l d e r  bl a d e ,  us i n g  

hi s  sm a l l  ha n d  wh i c h  he  ha d  cla s p e d  aro u n d  Ra p h a e l ’ s  rig h t  wr i s t ,  bu t  ea c h  

tug  he  ma d e  wa s  us e l e s s .  ‘I sa i d  al r i g h t!  I wo n’ t  tal k  to  it! No w  let  go!’

Ra p h a e l  pu l l e d  Em a n u e l  aro u n d  to  fac e  him  be f o r e  re l e a s i n g  hi s  ho l d .  

Th e  So n  rub b e d  hi s  sh o u l d e r  in  an  irr i t a t e d  ma n n e r .  ‘Wh e r e  we  ar r i v e  the r e  is  

ten  co n d u c t e d  by  ze r o .’  Em a n u e l  ga v e  a  sin g l e  no d  of  un d e r s t a n d i n g ;  the  

ze r o  wa s  a  Su n  wi t h  ten  wo r l d s  in  its  or b i t .  ‘We  wi l l  firs t  be  spo t t e d  wh e n  we  

pa s s  by  ze r o  an d  we  ma k e  ou r  int e r c e p t i o n  at  fiv e,  it  is  the  di r e c t i o n  of  fiv e  
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th a t  we  mo v e  to  fro m  ze r o .’  Em a n u e l  ga v e  an o t h e r  fli c k  of  the  he a d ;  he  an d  

Ra p h  wo u l d  pa s s  the  Su n  an d  the n  mo v e  for  the  di r e c t i o n  of  the  fif t h  wo r l d .  

‘The  fif t h  is  the  lar g e s t  so  a  go o d  pl a c e  to  sta r t .  Be  aw a r e  tha t  af t e r  the  ei g h t h  

the  da r k n e s s  is  de e p ,  tha t  is  wh y  the  nin t h  mo v e s  un l i k e  the  ot h e r s .’  

Th i s  tim e  the  Ar c h a n g e l  he l d  hi s  ga z e ,  he  wa n t e d  mo r e  tha n  a  no d  of  

af f i r m a t i o n .  ‘I’ll  sta y  aw a y  fro m  the  de e p , ’  Em a n u e l  rep l i e d .  If  he  fe l l  in t o  tha t  

vo i d  it  wo u l d  tak e  a  wh i l e  fo r  him  to  ge t  ba c k  ou t  an d  if  Ra p h  we r e  fig h t i n g ,  a  

sli p  lik e  tha t  cou l d  pr o v e  co s t l y .

‘Yo u  wi l l  de t a c h  yo u r s e l f  fro m  the  com b a t  an d  ke e p  be h i n d  me,’  

Ra p h a e l  sa i d .   ‘If  you  are  at t a c k e d  yo u  wi l l  ke e p  you r  de f e n c e  lim i t e d  an d  

lea v e  it  to  me  to  van q u i s h  the  en e m y . ’

‘Ok a y ,’  Em a n u e l  rep l i e d .  ‘I’m  no t  ve r y  go o d  in  a  figh t .’  A  gr i n  wa s  the  

on l y  re b u k e  the  So n  co u l d  th i n k  to  do,  so  he  sto o d  the r e  sm i l i n g  in  a  se l f  

sa t i s f i e d  wa y .

‘Yo u  ar e  ex c e l l e n t  at  st a r t i n g  the m  tho u g h . ’  Em a n u e l ’ s  sm u g  

ex p r e s s i o n  ins t a n t l y  cha n g e d  int o  on e  of  sh o c k  an d  Ra p h a e l  ga v e  a  mi g h t y  

lau g h .  ‘Co m e , ’  he  sa i d ,  be f o r e  gra b b i n g  Em a n u e l ’ s  sh o u l d e r  on c e  mo r e  an d  

lea d i n g  the  wa y  to  the  de s t i n a t i o n  he  ha d  jus t  de s c r i b e d .

Th e y  pa s s e d  by  the  Su n  sho w i n g  lit t l e  reg a r d  for  the  so a r i n g  he a t  tha t  

ba t h e d  the m  bo t h .  Em a n u e l  us e d  hi s  fre e  ha n d  as  a  Su n  blo c k  fo r  hi s  ey e s  

so  tha t  he  wo u l d  be  ab l e  to  se e  the  pa c k  of  An g e l s .  A  Un i o n  the y  we r e ,  bu t  

the i r  sp i r i t u a l  bo d i e s  wo u l d  st i l l  rem a i n  sep a r a t e .  ‘Twe n t y- th r e e  An g e l s  

co m i n g  in  a  row  on e  too  ma n y  an d  on e  too  slo w ,’  Em a n u e l  rh y m e d  to  hi m s e l f  

an d  the n  hi s  ey e s  sa w  the m .  ‘The r e ,’  he  sa i d ,  po i n t i n g  di r e c t l y  to  the m  so  tha t  

Ra p h a e l  wo u l d  see.  ‘I ca n’ t  see  the  Se r a p h  tho u g h?’

‘It  is  fu r t h e r  be h i n d . ’  Ra p h  sa i d ,  hi s  vo i c e  wa s  st i l l  po w e r f u l ,  bu t  the  

bu r n i n g  Su n  he l p e d  to  ma s k  hi s  thu n d e r o u s  spe e c h .

‘Is  it  al r i g h t  to  be  sc a r e d?’  Em a n u e l  sa i d.

‘No,’  Ra p h  re p l i e d .  ‘Fo r  I am  no t.’

‘Wh y?’  
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‘Wh y?’  Ra p h a e l  loo k e d  do w n  at  the  So n  an d  sa i d  sim p l y ,  ‘I ha v e  

Em a n u e l  wi t h  me.  No w  we  ne e d  to  ma k e  ha s t e  be c a u s e  we  ha v e  be e n  

se e n . ’  Ra p h a e l  the n  pi c k e d  up  hi s  pa c e ,  pu l l i n g  Em a n u e l  al o n g s i d e  hi m.  Th e  

So n  wa s  no w  jog g i n g  to  ke e p  up  wi t h  the  Ar c h a n g e l ’ s  ne w  bu r s t  of  sp e e d .  

Th e y  we r e  bo t h  mo v i n g  sw i f t l y  to  the  bu l g i n g  fif t h  wo r l d  an d  the i r  on c o m i n g  

en c o u n t e r .

Th e  Un i o n  wi t h  the  se l f  de s i g n a t e d  na m e  of  Jo v i a n  firs t  sa w  the  pa i r  of  

be i n g s  sh i m m e r i n g  in  the  flam e s  of  the  ne a r e s t  sta r .  Jo v i a n  cam e  to  an  

ab r u p t  sto p ,  fro m  tho s e  br i g h t  ora n g e  fla m e s  be i n g  em i t t e d  fro m  tha t  ord i n a r y  

bu r n i n g  su n  cam e  a  sud d e n  fee l i n g  of  dre a d .  Th e  la r g e r  of  the  tw o  be i n g s  

co u l d  no t  be  hid d e n  ev e n  by  the  po w e r  of  a  bu r n i n g  sta r .  It  wa s  the  mo s t  

fea r e d  sig h t  in  al l  of  Go d’ s  cre a t i o n ,  an  Ar c h!  Jo v i a n  wa s  co m p l e t e l y  

co n f u s e d ,  ho w  cou l d  thi s  ha v e  be e n  the  Ar c h a n g e l  tha t  he  ha d  so  di l i g e n t l y  

tra c k e d?  Ho w  wa s  it  po s s i b l e?  In  the s e  mo m e n t s  of  un c e r t a i n t y  Jo v i a n  di d  

no t  pa y  reg a r d  to  the  sm a l l e r  be i n g  tha t  wa s  ac c o m p a n y i n g  the  Arc h a n g e l .  It  

wo u l d  tak e  a  few  mo r e  mo m e n t s  be f o r e  the  Un i o n  wo u l d  tak e  th i s  sm a l l e r  

pre s e n c e  int o  ac c o u n t .  Jo v i a n  wa s  pe t r i f i e d  an d  ha d  rem a i n e d  at  a  sto p .  He  

wa t c h e d  in  sil e n t  ter r o r  un t i l  he  co u l d  mo v e  hi s  tho u g h t s  ou t  of  the  em o t i o n a l  

st r a i g h t  jac k e t  tha t  ha d  jus t  cla m p e d  aro u n d  hi m.  He  too k  in  the  ot h e r  

inf o r m a t i o n  tha t  wa s  av a i l a b l e .  

No t  on e  bu t  two?  Th e  Arc h  tha t  he  wa s  tra c k i n g  wa s  na m e d  Ur i e l  an d  

he  ha d  no  com p a n i o n .  So  th i s  wa s  no t  the  sam e  Arc h a n g e l .  Bu t  the n  wh o m?  

Jo v i a n  re a l i s e d  tha t  hi s  tim e  ha d  be e n  cu t  sho r t  an d  he  wo u l d  ha v e  to  ma k e  

an  ev a s i v e  ma n o e u v r e .  He  reg i s t e r e d  the  ga l a x y  an d  sa w  tha t  the  be s t  pla c e  

to  tak e  co v e r  wa s  a  gia n t  ga s  wo r l d  tha t  dw a r f e d  the  ot h e r  pl a n e t s  

co n s i d e r a b l y .  It  wa s  ha l f w a y  wi t h i n  the  so l a r  sy s t e m  bu t  it  m i g h t  be  hi s  on l y  

ch a n c e  be f o r e  be i n g  di s c o v e r e d .  He  mo v e d  as  fas t  as  he  wa s  ab l e  to  wi t h  

pa n i c  st i l l  co u r s i n g  th r o u g h  hi s  sp i r i t .  Th e  Se r a p h  na m e d  Qu a o a r ,  wh o  he  

he l d  cap t i v e ,  wa s  slo w i n g  him  do w n .  He  con s i d e r e d  lea v i n g  it  be h i n d ,  bu t  no  

he  co u l d  no t  do  tha t  as  it  wa s  too  gre a t  a  pr i z e  an d  of  hig h  va l u e .  He  ne e d e d  

the  Se r a p h i m  for  hi s  pla n  ag a i n s t  Ur i e l  to  wo r k  an d  it  wa s  an  imp o r t a n t  

we a p o n .  
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Pr o c e e d i n g  to  the  fif t h  wo r l d  he  wi l l e d  the  Se r a p h  al o n g  be h i n d  him .  

As  he  ap p r o a c h e d  the  gia n t  ga s  pl a n e t  he  ga m b l e d  an o t h e r  loo k  at  the  

Arc h a n g e l  an d  ag a i n  he  al m o s t  fro z e  at  wh a t  he  saw,  it  wa s  Mi c h a e l!  Jo v i a n  

imm e d i a t e l y  re l e a s e d  Qu a o a r  fro m  the  ho l d  of  hi s  wi l l ,  lea v i n g  the  Se r a p h  

iso l a t e d  in  sp a c e  an d  imp o t e n t  of  an y  rat i o n a l  tho u g h t s .  Th e n  he  spe d  to  the  

fa r  sid e  of  the  gr e a t  ga s  pla n e t  wh i l s t  cu r s i n g  his  luc k  fo r  run n i n g  int o  the  

mo s t  da n g e r o u s  An g e l  in  the  Un i v e r s e .  Jo v i a n  wo u l d  no w  ha v e  to  do  or  be  

do n e  by;  the r e  wa s  no  ot h e r  op t i o n  bu t  to  fig h t!

Em a n u e l  wa l k e d  be h i n d  Ra p h ,  bu t  sl i g h t l y  at  an  an g l e ,  so  he  go t  a  

cle a r  vie w .  Th e  Un i o n  of  An g e l i c  Sp i r i t s  did  no t  se e  the m  co m i n g .  Ra p h a e l  

ha d  a  cle a r  ad v a n t a g e  fro m  the  sta r t  as  he  ha d  pl a n n e d ,  imm e d i a t e  

vo c a b u l a r y  po u r e d  fro m  his  mo u t h  wi t h  a  for c e  tha t  wa s  too  po w e r f u l  to  be  

ign o r e d ,  hi s  wo r d s  wo u l d  pe n e t r a t e  the  mi n d  of  the  Un i o n  wi t h  ea s e .  Th e  go a l  

wo u l d  be  to  fin d  ou t  the  ind i v i d u a l  co m p o n e n t s  tha t  ma d e  up  th i s  Un i o n ,  

tho s e  tha t  the  An g e l ’ s  ha d  be e n  be f o r e  the  am a l g a m a t i o n .  Ra p h  ha d  to  kn o w  

th i s  be i n g  so  tha t  he  cou l d  co n q u e r  it.

Em a n u e l  st a y e d  at  a  di s t a n c e  wi t h  a  com p o s e d  loo k  up o n  hi s  fac e .  He  

wa s  wa i t i n g  an d  stu d y i n g  as  the  en c o u n t e r  go t  un d e r w a y .  Do i n g  wh a t  Ra p h  

ha d  com m a n d e d  him  to  do,  no t  tak i n g  an y  pa r t ,  bu t  an t i c i p a t i n g  hi s  com i n g  

int o  the  ba t t l e .  St i l l  he  wa i t e d  an d  wa t c h e d .  Ra p h a e l  wa s  wo r k i n g  fas t,  alm o s t  

de a f  an d  bl i n d  to  the  at t a c k s  fro m  the  Un i o n .  ‘No  su r p r i s e  be c a u s e  al l  you r  

wo r d s  ar e  de a d  on  ar r i v a l ,’  the  so n  tho u g h t  wi t h  sa t i s f a c t i o n .  Ev e r y  at t a c k  the  

Un i o n  co u l d  th i n k  to  do  wa s  ai m e d  at  a  tar g e t  tha t  wa s n ’ t  the r e .  ‘Al l  tha t  yo u  

ha v e  ev e r  lea r n e d  ab o u t  Mi c h a e l ,  ev e r y  de v i o u s  wo r k  you  an d  yo u r  

co m r a d e s  ha v e  ev e r  su c c e e d e d  in  do i n g  ag a i n s t  my  bro t h e r ,  ca n’ t  he l p  yo u  

no w,’  Em a i l  tho u g h t  to  hi m s e l f ,  an  iro n i c  sm i l e  fla s h e d  ac r o s s  hi s  fac e .  ‘Yo u  

at t a c k  Mi c h a e l  bu t  you r  fig h t  is  wi t h  Ra p h a e l . ’  Em a n u e l  tho u g h t  the  wo r d s  

sil e n t l y  to  him s e l f ,  be i n g  con s c i o u s  of  the  fac t  tha t  if  the  wo r d s  we r e  sp o k e n  

ou t  lou d  (as  wa s  his  ha b i t  of  do i n g)  the  Un i o n  mi g h t  he a r  an d  the n  the  

ba l a n c e  of  th i s  ba t t l e  wo u l d  ch a n g e .
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‘I’m  we a r i n g  ou t  a  go o d  fac e  he r e ,’  Em a n u e l  fin a l l y  co n c l u d e d .  Th e  

Un i o n  ha d n ’ t  so  mu c h  as  loo k e d  at  him  thr o u g h o u t  the  en t i r e  ba t t l e .  Th e r e  

ha d  be e n  mo v e m e n t  fro m  the  ind i v i d u a l  bo d i e s  of  the  An g e l s  bu t  the y  we r e  

al l  to  do  wi t h  Ra p h a e l .  Th e  ma n o e u v r i n g  wa s  aim e d  ag a i n s t  Ra p h  an d  

Em a n u e l  wa s  be i n g  co m p l e t e l y  ign o r e d .  Th e  wh o l e  sc e n e  of  the  ba t t l e  wa s  

tak i n g  pla c e  ne x t  to  the  gia n t  ga s  wo r l d  an d  Em a n u e l  ha d  spo t t e d  the  Se r a p h  

st o p p e d  idl e  at  the  ou t e r  lim i t  of  the  so l a r  sy s t e m ,  no t  se e m i n g  to  be  an y  pa r t  

in  the  pro c e e d i n g s .  ‘I mi g h t  as  we l l  no t  be  he r e ,  ei t h e r ,’  he  tho u g h t  ab s e n t l y .

It  wa s  su c h  tho u g h t s  as  the s e  tha t  ma d e  the  So n  of  Go d  so  da n g e r o u s  

at  tim e s .  Em a n u e l ’ s  pe r c e p t i o n  of  da n g e r  wa s n ’ t  lik e  an  An g e l ’ s  pe r c e p t i o n  of  

da n g e r  an d  tha t  wa s  wh y  the  So n  wo u l d  spe n d  mo s t  of  hi s  tim e  in  the  

he a v e n s  be i n g  pa r t n e r e d  wi t h  on e  of  the  Arc h ’ s ;  for  the  go o d  of  al l.  

‘Tim e  for  so m e  br i l l i a n c e , ’  Em a n u e l  de c i d e d ,  an d  ey e d  the  di s t a n c e  

fro m  the  ve r y  las t  lin e  of  the  Un i o n ’ s  bo d i e s  to  an  ad e q u a t e  spa c e  jus t  to  the  

rea r  of  Ra p h a e l .  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  mo v e  to  tha t  loc a t i o n  jus t  be h i n d  Ra p h  an d  

the n  he  wo u l d  do  wh a t  alm o s t  al l  the  ot h e r  be i n g s  in  he a v e n  we r e  no t  

ca p a b l e  of  do i n g ;  mo v e  spa c e .

On l y  Mi c h a e l  ha d  lea r n e d  the  ru d i m e n t a r y  sk i l l  req u i r e d  fo r  su c h  an  ac t  

tha t  Em a n u e l  wa s  ab o u t  to  un d e r t a k e ;  an d  tha t  wa s  be c a u s e  Em a n u e l  ha d  

tau g h t  hi m  wh i l e  the y  ha d  pla y e d  tog e t h e r .  He  ha d  lea r n e d  to  ke e p  spe e d  

wi t h  Em a n u e l  in  rac e s  ac r o s s  the  he a v e n s  by  us i n g  the  tec h n i q u e  tha t  

Em a n u e l  wa s  ab o u t  to  pe r f o r m .  Of  co u r s e ,  Mi c h a e l  ha d  to  do  th i s  by  us i n g  

on l y  hi s  lim i t e d  cap a c i t i e s ,  wh i c h  bo i l e d  do w n  to  br u t e  st r e n g t h ,  wh e r e  as  

Em a n u e l  co u l d  tra v e l  at  imp o s s i b l e  sp e e d s  be c a u s e  Go d  ha d  ma d e  him  ab l e  

to  do  so,  no t h i n g  be i n g  imp o s s i b l e  fo r  Go d .  Em a n u e l  ha d  tau g h t  M i c h a e l  

an o t h e r  wa y  to  tra v e l ,  so  tha t  wh e n  the y  pl a y e d  tog e t h e r  it  wo u l d  no t  be  a  tria l  

of  pa t i e n c e  for  the  So n ,  ha v i n g  to  wa i t  for  Mi c h a e l  to  ca t c h  him  up.  Em a n u e l  

ha d  sho w n  the  An g e l  ho w  to  gra b  ho l d  of  the  sm a l l e s t  an d  pr i m a l  pa r t  of  

sp a c e  fro m  the  loc a t i o n  tha t  M i c h a e l  int e n d e d  to  ge t  to,  an d  the n  wh e n  he  

ha d  a  firm  gr i p  of  tha t  spa c e ,  Mi c h a e l  cou l d  us e  hi s  st r e n g t h  to  pu l l  it  tow a r d s  

hi m s e l f ;  the  res u l t  wa s  tha t  a  po r t i o n  of  wh e r e  Mi c h a e l  wa n t e d  to  be  wa s  no w  

he l d  in  hi s  ow n  ha n d s ,  wi t h o u t  him  ha v i n g  to  ac t u a l l y  ge t  the r e .  
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Al l  tha t  wa s  ne e d e d  fro m  Mi c h a e l  wa s  for  him  to  jum p  on t o  the  sp a c e  

tha t  he  ha d  ca p t u r e d ,  lik e  ho p p i n g  on t o  a  ste p .  Th e  cle v e r  pa r t  wa s  tha t  wh e n  

the  Arc h a n g e l  ma d e  the  jum p ,  he  wo u l d  ha v e  no  cho i c e  bu t  to  sto p  ho l d i n g  

the  sp a c e  be c a u s e  he  ha d  no w  ho p p e d  on t o  it.  Th e  Un i v e r s e  did  the  res t;  the  

po w e r  of  cre a t i o n  res t o r e d  the  na t u r a l  ba l a n c e  an d  the  pa r t  of  spa c e  tha t  

Mi c h a e l  wa s  no w  st a n d i n g  up o n  wo u l d  be  flu n g  ba c k  to  its  no r m a l  po s i t i o n  

al o n g  wi t h  the  Arc h a n g e l  up o n  it! Th e  wh o l e  op e r a t i o n  oc c u r r e d  so  fas t  tha t  

the  res t  of  the  un i v e r s e  wa s  un a f f e c t e d ,  bu t  the  res u l t  for  M i c h a e l  wa s  tha t  he  

ha d  go t  to  hi s  int e n d e d  loc a t i o n  by  the  fo r c e s  of  the  Un i v e r s e .  A  qu a n t u m  pu l l  

an d  the n  a  lea p;  or  a  ho p  st e p  an d  a  jum p  as  he  an d  Em a n u e l  lik e d  to  ca l l  it.  

Th e  op e r a t i o n  wa s  cru d e  an d  it  wa s  tam p e r i n g  wi t h  cre a t i o n ,  bu t  it  co u l d  be  

do n e  an d  it  wa s  fun.  Th e  on l y  ha r m  wo u l d  be  a  we a k e n i n g  of  the  Ar c h a n g e l ’ s  

st r e n g t h ,  bu t  tha t  wo u l d  on l y  be  tem p o r a l  an d  the  pa i n  wa s  wo r t h  the  ga i n .  

No w  wi t h  a  ne w  me a n s  of  tra v e l  at  Mi c h a e l s ’  di s p o s a l  it  ha d  be c o m e  a  

co m p e t i t i o n  an d  a  do o r w a y  for  ne w  an d  mo r e  ex c i t i n g  ga m e s  to  be  pl a y e d .  

“The r e  are  no  lim i t a t i o n s  tha t  we  ca n n o t  un d o ,”  Mi c h a e l  ha d  sa i d ,  an d  

th i s  wa s  ho w  he  ha d  lea r n e d  to  tra v e l  th r o u g h  the  he a v e n s  by  the  ho p  ste p  

an d  a  jum p .  Em a n u e l  ha d  tau g h t  hi m  wi t h  som e  am a z i n g  thi n k i n g ,  the  

lim i t a t i o n s  of  an  Arc h a n g e l  we r e  no t  a  ba r r i e r  to  the  So n  of  Go d ;  on  the  

co n t r a r y  he  co n s i d e r e d  it  a  cha l l e n g e  to  his  cre a t i v i t y .  He  ha d  em b r a c e d  

tac k l i n g  the  imp o s s i b l e  so  tha t  he  co u l d  ha v e  mo r e  fun  an d  ga m e s .  Of  cou r s e  

it  ha d  to  be  Mi c h a e l ,  ou t  of  the  se v e n  Arc h a n g e l s  he  wa s  the  mo s t  you t h f u l  in  

hi s  di s p o s i t i o n  an d  so m e  of  the  mo r e  juv e n i l e  ple a s u r e s  tha t  Em a n u e l  lik e d  to  

en j o y  we r e  qu i c k l y  di s c a r d e d  by  the  ot h e r  Ar c h s  fo r  ga m e s  tha t  we r e  mo r e  to  

the i r  tas t e s .  Th e y  we r e  aw a r e  of  wh a t  Mi c h a e l  co u l d  no w  do,  bu t  di d  no t  try  to  

lea r n  it  the m s e l v e s .  Em a n u e l  tho u g h t  tha t  he  kne w  the  an s w e r  for  thi s;  be i n g  

tha t  it  too k  a  lot  of  ef f o r t  to  lea r n  an d  the y  we r e  al r e a d y  fas t  en o u g h  for  do i n g  

the  th i n g s  tha t  we r e  ne e d e d .  

‘Bo r i n g ,’  ha d  be e n  the  So n’ s  ve r d i c t .  So  Mi c h a e l  alo n e  ha d  lea r n e d  the  

ho p  ste p  an d  the  jum p  an d  thi s  ma d e  him  the  se c o n d  fas t e s t  mo v e r  in  

he a v e n .  Th e  pr o c e s s  ha d  al s o  ad d e d  som e  ne w  tra i t s  to  the  An g e l s ’  

ch a r a c t e r ,  tra i t s  tha t  we r e  no t  so  ev i d e n t  in  the  ot h e r  Ar c h a n g e l s .  Em a n u e l  

ha d  po n d e r e d  ab o u t  the s e ;  fla s h e s  of  tem p e r ,  fru s t r a t i o n  an d  vo l a t i l e  
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eru p t i o n s  of  em o t i o n s .  ‘He’s  you n g  jus t  lik e  me,’  Em a n u e l  ha d  co n c l u d e d .  

Th i s  ne w  di s p o s i t i o n  ha d  no w  tur n e d  Mi c h a e l  int o  on e  of  the  mo s t  fea r e d  foe s  

in  al l  of  cre a t i o n ,  an d  it  ha d  co m e  ab o u t  by  him  on l y  wa n t i n g  to  pl a y  wi t h  his  

lit t l e  bro t h e r ,  Em a n u e l .  

Em a n u e l  ha d  no w  go t  int o  po s i t i o n  jus t  be h i n d  Ra p h a e l .  Wh a t  he  ha d  

pl a n n e d  wa s  som e t h i n g  tha t  on l y  he  al o n e  co u l d  do;  no t  ev e n  Mi c h a e l  cou l d  

rep l i c a t e  it.  Em a n u e l  ro u g h l y  ca l c u l a t e d  the  me a s u r e  fro m  wh e r e  he  sto o d  

jus t  be h i n d  Ra p h  an d  the  di s t a n c e  of  Ra p h a e l  an d  the  Un i o n  of  An g e l s .  Th e n  

he  sp r e a d  hi s  leg s  an d  in  on e  de f t  mo v e  lan d e d  a  blo w  wi t h  hi s  rig h t  fis t  

di r e c t l y  in  the  spa c e  be t w e e n  hi s  two  fee t.  Em a n u e l ,  the  So n  of  Go d ,  ha d  

st u n n e d  the  spa c e  wh e r e  hi s  bl o w  ha d  lan d e d  an d  thi s  wo u l d  be  hi s  ma r k e r .  

Ev e r y t h i n g  el s e  in  cre a t i o n  wa s  mo v i n g  an d  al i v e ,  bu t  no t  the  bit  be t w e e n  hi s  

leg s ,  it  ha d  be e n  st o p p e d  by  the  bl o w  an d  no w  al l  mo v e m e n t  an d  tim e  ha d  

ce a s e d  wi t h i n  it.  It  wa s n ’ t  pe r m a n e n t ,  jus t  a  sho c k  an d  sh o r t l y  it  wo u l d  

di s s i p a t e ;  the  fro z e n  spa c e  wo u l d  ret u r n  to  its  no r m a l  co n s t i t u t i o n .  Bu t  be f o r e  

tha t  cou l d  ha p p e n  Em a n u e l  ha d  fle w  pa s t  Ra p h  an d  the  Un i o n  of  An g e l s  an d  

sli d  to  a  po i n t  jus t  be h i n d  the  Un i o n  its e l f ,  the r e  he  re p e a t e d  the  mo v e ,  bu t  

ins t e a d  of  lan d i n g  a  blo w ,  th i s  tim e  he  sc o o p e d  up  the  sp a c e  an d  the n  firm l y  

he l d  it  in  hi s  gr i p  as  he  tur n e d  aro u n d  an d  flew  ba c k  to  hi s  or i g i n a l  ma r k e r  

be h i n d  Ra p h .  No w  st a n d i n g  up o n  the  on e  co n s t a n t  foo t i n g  in  the  Un i v e r s e  

Em a n u e l  pu l l e d  the  sp a c e  tha t  he  he l d  in  hi s  ha n d  tigh t l y  to  hi s  be l l y  an d  the n  

us i n g  his  ot h e r  ha n d  for  lev e r a g e  he  the n  he a v e d  an d  pu l l e d  the  spa c e  tha t  

he  he l d  up w a r d s  un t i l  it  wa s  ra i s e d  ab o v e  his  ow n  he a d  an d  the n  he  let  it  go!  

Th e  sp a c e  sp r a n g  ba c k  to  its  pr o p e r  loc a t i o n  in  a  ca s c a d i n g  fas h i o n  an d  as  it  

tra v e l l e d  it  sen t  a  sho c k w a v e  so  po w e r f u l  tha t  ea c h  ind i v i d u a l  bo d y  of  the  

Un i o n  wa s  sen t  cra s h i n g  ov e r .

‘Ye s!’ Th e  So n  ye l l e d  ou t  in  tri u m p h ,  He’d  al s o  fa l l e n  to  on e  kne e  an d  

ha d  hi s  rig h t  fis t  ba l l e d  in  fro n t  of  hi s  fac e .  Wh e n  he  low e r e d  hi s  ar m  he  

ca u g h t  gl i m p s e  of  Ra p h ,  the  Arc h a n g e l  wa s  als o  on  on e  kn e e  bu t  no t  lik e  

Em a n u e l .  Ra p h a e l  ha d  be e n  kno c k e d  do w n  by  the  for c e  of  the  blo w  as  we l l  

an d  wa s  qu i c k l y  re-ar r a n g i n g  him s e l f  as  the  Un i o n ’ s  bo d i e s  st u m b l e d  ar o u n d  

in  co n f u s i o n .
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‘Th e  tri c k  ai n’ t  wo r t h  the  tim e  it  bu y s ,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d  bit t e r l y .  It  see m e d  

he  di d n ’ t  ha v e  mu c h  to  sh o w  for  hi s  ef f o r t s  an d  Em a n u e l  wa s  bo t h  

di s a p p o i n t e d  an d  pu z z l e d .  Ra p h  ha d n ’ t  ex p e c t e d  it  to  ha p p e n ,  bu t  Em a n u e l  

ha d  pr e s u m e d  tha t  the  Ar c h a n g e l  wo u l d  be  aw a r e  of  wh a t  he  wa s  do i n g ,  he  

wa s  su r e  tha t  so m e  pa r t  of  Ra p h  wo u l d  be  wa t c h i n g  him ,  ev e n  wh i l s t  in  

co m b a t ,  bu t  Em a n u e l  ha d  be e n  mi s t a k e n .  Ra p h  ha d  to l d  hi m  to  ke e p  ba c k  

an d  no t  to  joi n  in  the  ba t t l e  an d  the  Arc h a n g e l  ha d  tak e n  it  ha s  a  gi v e n  tha t  

he  wo u l d  do  jus t  tha t.  ‘I tho u g h t  I wa s  ne v e r  tru s t e d , ’  Em a n u e l  tho u g h t  an d  

the n  di d n ’ t  kn o w  wh e t h e r  to  lau g h  or  to  cry .

Ra p h  wa s  ba c k  up  an d  pr e s s i n g  the  at t a c k  on c e  mo r e ,  bu t  Em a n u e l  

sa w  tha t  as  the  Un i o n  go t  ba c k  up,  on e  bo d y  af t e r  the  ot h e r ,  gla n c e s  we r e  

be i n g  th r o w n  in  hi s  di r e c t i o n .  Ev e n  wh e n  al l  twe n t y- th r e e  we r e  up  an d  

fig h t i n g ,  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  no t i c e  a  pa i r  of  ey e s  da r t i n g  in  hi s  di r e c t i o n ,  he  wa s  

no  lon g e r  be i n g  ign o r e d .  Cr o u c h i n g  do w n  an d  fo l d i n g  hi s  arm s  aro u n d  hi s  

kn e e s ,  he  res t e d  hi s  ch i n  up o n  his  ha n d s  an d  wa t c h e d .  Em a n u e l  wo u l d  lea r n  

if  no t h i n g  el s e .  Th e  wa r  of  wo r d s  we r e  st i l l  ra g i n g  bu t  he  did n ’ t  ha v e  to  pa y  

at t e n t i o n  to  wh a t  wa s  sa i d ;  Ra p h a e l  wa s  st i l l  pr o b i n g  the  Un i o n  to  see  wh a t  

An g e l s  it  ha d  on c e  be e n  an d  the  Un i o n  mu s t  ha v e  no w  re a l i s e d  tha t  Ra p h  

wa s  no t  Mi c h a e l .  Un i o n  wa s  mo v i n g  its  bo d i e s  in  a  sy n c h r o n i s e d  ma n n e r  an d  

ea c h  tim e  som e  of  the  bo d i e s  ed g e d  clo s e r  to  Ra p h ,  the  Arc h a n g e l  wo u l d  

res p o n d  wi t h  sp e e d  an d  dr i v e  the m  ba c k .  Th e  ba t t l e  see m e d  to  be  go i n g  we l l  

en o u g h  bu t  the  mo r e  Em a n u e l  wa t c h e d  the  mo r e  he  be g a n  to  do u b t .

It  wa s  al l  too  con v e n i e n t ,  jus t  lik e  he  wo u l d  ima g i n e  it  to  be.  Ra p h  wa s  

we a r i n g  the  Un i o n  do w n  an d  he  wo u l d  fin a l l y  br e a k  it.  ‘All  too  pr e d i c t a b l e , ’  he  

tho u g h t ,  an d  wa t c h i n g  the  ind i v i d u a l  bo d i e s  be i n g  wo r k e d  in  sy n c h r o n i s a t i o n  

he  be c a m e  mo r e  aw a r e  tha t  he  wa s  wa t c h i n g  a  me c h a n i s m  at  wo r k ,  a  

me c h a n i s m  tha t  wa s  con d u c t e d  by  on e  co n s c i o u s n e s s .  ‘Thi s  on e  mu s t  ha v e  

be e n  tau g h t  by  the  ma s t e r  of  ma n i p u l a t i o n!’  

Em a n u e l  st o o d  up,  al e r t .  He  wa s  be i n g  dr i v e n  to  di s t r a c t i o n  an d  tha t  

wa s  al l  pa r t  of  the  pl a n!  Th e  So n  be g a n  to  pa y  at t e n t i o n  to  hi s  su r r o u n d i n g s ,  

no t  jus t  wh e r e  the  ba t t l e  wa s  be i n g  fou g h t ,  as  he  ha d  be e n  do i n g ;  bu t  a  mu c h  

la r g e r  ar e a .  He  the n  rea l i s e d  tha t  the  gre a t  ga s  pl a n e t  wh e r e  the  fig h t  wa s  

tak i n g  pla c e  al s o  bl i n d e d  hi s  vie w  of  an y t h i n g  el s e  tha t  m i g h t  be  ha p p e n i n g .  
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He  st a r t e d  sc a n n i n g  the  so l a r  sy s t e m ,  ta k i n g  hi s  tim e ,  an d  re g i s t e r i n g  as  

ma n y  de t a i l s  as  po s s i b l e .  It  too k  him  a  few  mo m e n t s  un t i l  hi s  ga z e  rea c h e d  

the  ni n t h  wo r l d ;  the  nin t h  mo v e s  di f f e r e n t  to  the  ot h e r s .  Ac r o s s  its  orb i t  an d  

mo v i n g  slo w l y  wa s  the  Se r a p h .  So o n  it  wo u l d  rea c h  the  eig h t h  wo r l d  an d  the n  

Em a n u e l  gu e s s e d  it  wo u l d  vee r  tow a r d s  the  co n c e a l e d  spa c e  on  the  ot h e r  

sid e  of  the  gi a n t  fif t h  wo r l d  wh e r e  the  ba t t l e  wa s  be i n g  fou g h t  an d  the n  at t a c k  

Ra p h a e l .  ‘Or  me,’  he  ch e w e d  hi s  bo t t o m  lip.  ‘Wh a t  to  do?’  Af t e r  thi n k i n g  the  

wo r d s ,  Em a n u e l  kn e w  he  ha d  to  do  so m e t h i n g .  So  he  set  of f  tow a r d s  the  

Se r a p h ,  ho p i n g  tha t  th i s  tim e  he  wo u l d n ’ t  be  a  hin d r a n c e  bu t  a  he l p .

Em a n u e l  st r o d e  lik e  Ra p h a e l  ha d  be f o r e  me e t i n g  wi t h  the  Un i o n .  

Al t h o u g h ,  the  So n  be i n g  mu c h  sm a l l e r  an d  no t  an  Arc h a n g e l ,  loo k e d  far  les s  

int i m i d a t i n g ,  bu t  he  ha d  hi s  mi n d  set  on  ba t t l e  an d  hi s  ma n n e r i s m  ec h o e d  

Ra p h a e l ’ s  ba t t l e  wa l k .  As  he  ap p r o a c h e d  the  eig h t h  wo r l d  he  no t i c e d  its  

co m p o s i t i o n ;  rin g s  or b i t i n g  top  to  bo t t o m ,  mo o n s  wh i c h  ci r c l e d  fro m  rig h t  to  

lef t,  mu l t i  lay e r e d  clo u d  sy s t e m  wi t h  mo s t l y  ga s  on  the  top,  co l d  su r f a c e  wi t h  

no  fea t u r e s  an d  the  glo b e  wa s  tit l e d  ma k i n g  it  un i q u e  to  the  res t  of  the  wo r l d s  

in  th i s  so l a r  sy s t e m .  

Em a n u e l  pa s s e d  by  an d  ad j u s t e d  hi s  co u r s e  in  ac c o r d a n c e  wi t h  the  

on c o m i n g  Se r a p h .  He  co u l d  fee l  the  he a t  as  it  go t  clo s e r ;  th i s  wa s n ’ t  go i n g  to  

be  ea s y!  Em a n u e l  wa s  re l i e v e d  to  fin d  no  no i s e  to  ac c o m p a n y  the  et e r n a l  

fla m e s  wh i c h  bu r n e d  in  ex a l t a t i o n  of  Go d .  Ra p h a e l  ha d  be e n  rig h t ;  thi s  

Se r a p h  kne w  its e l f  no t.  He  di d n ’ t  ha v e  to  re a s o n  wi t h  it,  he  jus t  ha d  to  st o p  it.  

‘How  do  yo u  st o p  an  un s t o p p a b l e  fo r c e?’  he  sa i d  al o u d  an d  po n d e r e d  on  th i s  

di l e m m a  as  the  Se r a p h  go t  ne a r e r  an d  he  go t  ho t t e r .  ‘Se r a p h ’ s  gu a r d  Da d’ s  

dw e l l i n g  pl a c e ;  the y ’ r e  no t  sup p o s e d  to  mo v e . ’  

Em a n u e l  tu r n e d  hi s  ba c k  to  it  an d  be n t  do w n ,  he  co u l d n ’ t  loo k  at  it  an y  

lon g e r  as  the  fir e  wa s  too  mu c h .  Ins t e a d  he  squ i r m e d  at  the  fie r y  ce l e s t i a l  

be i n g .  It  see m e d  to  ha v e  slo w e d  do w n  a  lit t l e  at  lea s t .  ‘You’ v e  ne v e r  se e n  thi s  

be f o r e .’

Th e  So n  wa s  be n t  ov e r ,  he a d  be t w e e n  his  leg s  an d  gr i n n i n g  at  the  

Se r a p h .
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‘If  Da d  co u l d  see  me  no w ,’  he  sa i d  an d  the n  pu l l e d  hi s  he a d  ba c k  an d  

sp e n t  a  few  mo m e n t s  in  a  fit  of  gi g g l e s .  Hi s  bu m  wa s  bu r n i n g  so  he  too k  a  

few  lit t l e  st e p s  fo r w a r d  be i n g  as  slo w  as  wa s  po s s i b l e .  ‘It  do e s n ’ t  kn o w  wh a t  it  

is  loo k i n g  at,’  he  tho u g h t  to  hi m s e l f .  ‘Ma y b e  I’ve  go t  its  at t e n t i o n?’  

Em a n u e l  de c i d e d  to  te s t  ou t  hi s  the o r y .  He  sh u f f l e d  for w a r d  bu t  sl i g h t l y  

to  hi s  lef t  as  he  did  so  an d  wa i t e d ,  the n  an o t h e r  shu f f l e  as  he  fel t  hi s  bu m  

bu r n  an d  the n  an o t h e r .  He  dip p e d  hi s  he a d  ba c k  do w n  an d  pe e r e d  at  the  

Se r a p h ;  it  ha d  re-al i g n e d  its  co u r s e  di r e c t l y  be h i n d  hi m.  Th e  So n  loo k e d  to  

the  ei g h t h  wo r l d  an d  wo n d e r e d . . .‘ I f  yo u  ne v e r  try  the n  yo u’ l l  ne v e r  kno w .  I  

so u n d  jus t  lik e  Ur i .’  

A  hu g e  gr i n  mo m e n t a r i l y  ap p e a r e d  on  hi s  fac e .  Ve r y  slo w l y  an d  

mo v i n g  lik e  a  cra b ,  the  So n  of  Go d  ste e r e d  hi m s e l f  an d  the  Se r a p h  wh o  wa s  

st i l l  fol l o w i n g  be h i n d ,  to  the  eig h t h  pl a n e t .  He  did n’ t  wa n t  to  tak e  the  Se r a p h  

to  tha t  wo r l d ,  wh i c h  wo u l d  be  di s a s t r o u s ;  he  wa n t e d  so m e t h i n g  fro m  the  

wo r l d  its e l f .  He  ha d  a  pl a n ,  an d  for  it  to  wo r k  he  ne e d e d  so m e  na t u r a l  

re s o u r c e s .

‘Rem e m b e r ,  af t e r  the  eig h t h  an d  be f o r e  the  nin t h  the  da r k n e s s  is  

de e p , ’  he  to l d  hi m s e l f ,  an d  ga z e d  at  the  lar g e  blu e  wo r l d  di r e c t l y  be f o r e  hi m.  

He  sh u t  hi s  ey e s  an d  be g a n  to  con c e n t r a t e  on  hi s  ph y s i c a l  bo d y ,  he  ne e d e d  

to  be c o m e  mo r e  or g a n i c  for  th i s  lit t l e  pl a n  to  wo r k ,  hu m a n  co n s t i t u t i o n  wi t h  

fle s h  an d  blo o d .  He  fel t  fun n y  as  hi s  bo d y  sta r t e d  to  ch a n g e  its  for m  an d  the n  

he  op e n e d  hi s  ne w  bl u e  ey e s  an d  he l d  hi s  br e a t h ,  pr o t e c t i n g  the  fra g i l e  

org a n i c  lun g s  wi t h i n  hi s  ch e s t .  W i t h i n  se c o n d s  he  wa s  up  an d  run n i n g ,  he  

ha d  ma d e  a  da s h  for  the  pla n e t  st o p p i n g  jus t  sh o r t  of  fal l i n g  int o  the  

atm o s p h e r e .  He  lea n e d  ba c k ,  fig h t i n g  ag a i n s t  the  pu l l  of  gr a v i t y  an d  the n  

st u c k  hi s  he a d  ins i d e  the  clo u d y  do m e ,  bre a t h i n g  in  an d  ou t  as  he  di d  so.  It  

wa s n ’ t  ve r y  lon g  be f o r e  he  sta r t e d  to  fee l  un w e l l .  He  res i s t e d  the  ur g e  to  

vo m i t  an d  for c e d  him s e l f  ou t  of  the  clo u d  of  am m o n i a  an d  me t h a n e .  

No w  he  ne e d e d  to  ge t  ba c k  int o  po s i t i o n  in  fro n t  of  the  Se r a p h .  

It  wa s  on l y  se c o n d s  be f o r e  Em a n u e l  ha d  ret u r n e d  to  hi s  mo o n i n g  

po s i t i o n  in  fro n t  of  the  Se r a p h i m ,  bu t  the  So n  ha d  en d u r e d  st o m a c h  cra m p s  

un l i k e  an y t h i n g  he  ha d  ev e r  fel t  be f o r e!  He  spe n t  som e  co n s i d e r a b l e  tim e  an d  
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ef f o r t  fo r c i n g  the  ga s e s  in  hi s  blo a t e d  bo d y  do w n  to  hi s  rea r  op e n i n g  an d  

wh e n  the y  cam e  ou t  it  wa s  de v a s t a t i n g!

Th e  ex p l o s i o n  ha d  kn o c k e d  Em a n u e l  do w n .  He  wa s  tha n k f u l  tha t  he  

ha d  be e n  be n t  fo r w a r d  wh e n  the  bl a s t  ha d  hit  him ,  so  he  ha d n ’ t  be e n  bl o w n  

in  an y  di r e c t i o n .  Wh e n  he  wa s  ba c k  up  he  loo k e d  al l  ar o u n d .  No  sig n  of  the  

Se r a p h .  He  ra n  qu i c k l y  to  the  ed g e  of  the  de e p  an d  ca m e  sk i m m i n g  to  a  sto p  

be f o r e  he  cou l d  fa l l  fro m  the  pre c i p i c e .  Pe e r i n g  do w n ,  he  cou l d n ’ t  see  

an y t h i n g ,  it  wa s  too  da r k .  So  he  sc a n n e d  the  he a v e n s  on c e  mo r e  be f o r e  

fin a l l y  co n c l u d i n g  tha t  the  Se r a p h  wa s  tra p p e d .  ‘Yo u  wo n’ t  ge t  ou t  of  the r e  

an y  tim e  so o n ,’  he  sa i d  an d  be g a n  to  rub  hi s  ho t  be h i n d .  ‘Bew a r e  you r  an u s .’

Co c k i n g  hi s  he a d  ba c k  tow a r d s  the  blu e  pl a n e t ,  he  ga v e  a  se l f  

sa t i s f i e d  sm i r k ,  an d  the n  he  sta r t e d  to  ma k e  hi s  wa y  ba c k  to  Ra p h a e l ,  fee l i n g  

pro u d ,  bu t  a  lit t l e  so r e  fro m  hi s  ac h i e v e m e n t .

Em a n u e l  ca m e  to  an  ab r u p t  st o p  at  the  six t h  wo r l d ,  the  ba t t l e  ha d  

mo v e d  on  wh i l e  he  ha d  de a l t  wi t h  the  Se r a p h i m .  No w  the  bo d i e s  of  the  Un i o n  

we r e  tak i n g  ph y s i c a l  bl o w s  fro m  Ra p h  an d  be i n g  thr o w n ,  on e  af t e r  the  ot h e r ,  

in t o  the  di r e c t i o n  of  the  si x t h  pla n e t .  Th e  So n  sup p o s e d  tha t  hi s  de a l i n g s  wi t h  

the  Se r a p h  ha d  ha d  som e  be a r i n g  on  the  wa y  the  fig h t  ha d  go n e .  Th e  Un i o n  

ha d  be e n  us i n g  so m e  of  its  po w e r s  in  co n t r o l l i n g  the  Se r a p h i m ,  its  se c r e t  

we a p o n ,  bu t  Em a n u e l  ha d  de s t r o y e d  al l  ho p e s  of  fur t h e r  ma n i p u l a t i o n .  Th e  

Ce l e s t i a l  Be i n g  wa s  tem p o r a l l y  ind i s p o s e d  ins i d e  the  de e p  bre a c h  of  the  so l a r  

sy s t e m ,  an d  it  loo k e d  as  if  Ra p h a e l  wa s  ab o u t  to  br i n g  the  sa m e  fat e  to  the  

Un i o n  imm i n e n t l y .  Ra p h  wa s  in  the  pro c e s s  of  ca s t i n g  the  Un i o n  do w n  on t o  

the  six t h  Wo r l d  an d  cap t i v i t y .  

Em a n u e l  ga s p e d  an d  the n  sho u t e d ,  ‘Ra p h  no,  the  gr o u n d  su c k s!’  It  

wa s  too  lat e.  Th e  Ar c h a n g e l  wa s  ca s t i n g  the  las t  re m a i n i n g  bo d i e s  int o  the  

so u t h e r n  he m i s p h e r e ;  he  ha d n ’ t  see n  wh a t  Em a n u e l  ha d.  As  the  bo d i e s  

cra s h e d  int o  the  gr o u n d  the y  we r e  be i n g  sw a l l o w e d  int o  the  wo r l d  ra t h e r  tha n  

be i n g  cr i p p l e d  up o n  imp a c t ,  no t  the  ou t c o m e  tha t  Ra p h a e l  ha d  int e n d e d .  Th e  

gro u n d  qu i t e  lite r a l l y  su c k e d .  Em a n u e l  ra n  to  Ra p h  as  the  las t  bo d y  wa s  

thr o w n  be l o w .  ‘The y ’ r e  un d e r  the  su r f a c e  an d  try i n g  to  br e a k  fre e!’ he  

sc r e a m e d .
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Th e  Arc h a n g e l  sn a p p e d  hi s  he a d  ba c k  to  the  pla n e t  af t e r  Em a n u e l  ha d  

sa i d  the  wo r d s .  ‘A  mi s c a l c u l a t i o n , ’  he  rum b l e d .

‘Lac k  of  inf o r m a t i o n ,  you  we r e  a  bi t  too  bu s y  to  no t i c e  al l  the  de t a i l s ,’  

Em a n u e l  ra s p e d ,  the  las t  rem n a n t  of  hi s  org a n i c  lun g s  at  wo r k .

Ra p h a e l  sto o d  fro z e n  wh i l s t  he  wo r k e d  thr o u g h  the  ca l c u l a t i o n s  an d  

de c i p h e r e d  the  me a n i n g .  Em a n u e l  wa s  ga z i n g  up  at  him  wi t h  a  loo k  of  

de s p e r a t i o n .  ‘We’ r e  in  the  bla s t  zo n e , ’  Ra p h a e l  sa i d.

Th i s  wa s n ’ t  wh a t  the  So n  wa n t e d  to  he a r .  

Ra p h a e l ’ s  ey e s  loc k e d  on t o  Em a n u e l ’ s  an d  the n  his  he a d  tur n e d  

slo w l y  to  fac e  him .  Be f o r e  Em a n u e l  cou l d  pro t e s t  Ra p h a e l  ha d  lif t e d  hi m  of f  

hi s  fee t  an d  sw u n g  hi m  aro u n d ,  the  An g e l ’ s  up p e r  ha l f  wa s  be n t  ov e r  the  So n  

of  Go d  lik e  a  co v e r i n g  sh i e l d .  Em a n u e l  cou l d n ’ t  mo v e  or  see  ve r y  mu c h  bu t  

he  fe l t  the  for c e  of  the  bl a s t  as  he  an d  Ra p h  we r e  sen t  hu r t l i n g ;  the  six t h  

wo r l d  ha d  bl o w n  ap a r t!

Ra p h a e l  ha d  bro u g h t  the m  to  a  st o p  wh e n  the y  ha d  re a c h e d  a  lev e l  

wi t h  the  gi a n t  ga s  pla n e t .  He  co n t i n u e d  to  sh i e l d  the  So n  as  the y  bo t h  mo v e d  

be h i n d  the  fif t h  wo r l d  an d  fou n d  co v e r  fro m  the  me t e o r  sto r m  wh i c h  ha d  on l y  

mo m e n t s  be f o r e  be e n  a  pl a n e t .  Em a n u e l  wa s  di s o r i e n t a t e d  an d  in  a  sta t e  of  

di s b e l i e f  so  it  too k  him  so m e  tim e  be f o r e  he  re g i s t e r e d  the  pe c u l i a r i t y  he  wa s  

st a r i n g  at.  A  br i g h t  re d  sw i r l  wa s  be f o r e  hi m.  It  wa s  wi t h i n  the  atm o s p h e r e  of  

the  ga s  gi a n t  tha t  the y  we r e  us i n g  fo r  co v e r .  He  ru b b e d  hi s  ey e s ,  su r e l y  it  

ha d n ’ t  be e n  the r e  be f o r e  or  he  wo u l d  ha v e  me m o r y  of  it?  An d  it  se e m e d  to  be  

inc r e a s i n g  in  siz e .  He  tur n e d  to  Ra p h  to  ma k e  com m e n t  ab o u t  it  an d  the n  

st a g g e r e d  ba c k  un a b l e  to  sp e a k .  Ra p h a e l  wa s  sto o p e d  wi t h  hi s  jaw  sla c k  an d  

red  flu i d  flo w i n g  ou t  of  hi s  op e n  mo u t h  an d  the  ga s  gia n t  wa s  su p p i n g  up  the  

su b s t a n c e .  Th e  Arc h a n g e l  ra i s e d  hi s  br o w ,  saw  the  So n  loo k i n g  at  him  an d  

the n  pu l l e d  up  sl i g h t l y ,  res t i n g  hi s  ha n d s  jus t  ab o v e  hi s  kn e e s  for  su p p o r t .

It  wa s  a  ha r d  thi n g  to  wa t c h  bu t  Em a n u e l  did n’ t  tu r n  aw a y .  Ra p h a e l  

se e m e d  pa s s i v e  to  the  ex p e r i e n c e  an d  Em a n u e l  did n ’ t  kno w  wh a t  to  sa y.  Th e  

Arc h s  bl o o d  wa s  lik e  a  rus h i n g  riv e r  an d  the  gro w i n g  re d  spo t  on  the  wo r l d  

wa s  a  tes t i m o n y  to  hi s  da m a g e .  Em a n u e l  ru b b e d  Ra p h a e l ’ s  sho u l d e r .  ‘Re d,’  

he  sa i d  at  las t.
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Ra p h  pa t t e d  his  ha n d  an d  the n  he l d  it  firm l y .  ‘Yo u  me a n  mo r e  to  me  

tha n  an y  co l o u r  I cou l d  se e.’

Th e  wo r d s  ha d  tak e n  the  An g e l  som e  ef f o r t  an d  the  So n  ha d  sp l a s h e s  

of  re d  ru n n i n g  do w n  his  fac e  wh e r e  the  blo o d  ha d  sp l a t t e r e d  him .  Hi s  lip s  fe l t  

we t  so  he  cle a n e d  the m  wi t h  hi s  ton g u e  an d  the n  sw a l l o w e d  wh a t  it  ha d  

co l l e c t e d .  He  co u l d  fee l  it  go  do w n  an d  it  lef t  a  bi t t e r  sw e e t  tas t e  in  his  mo u t h .

‘Wi l l  yo u  be  al r i g h t?’  Em a n u e l  as k e d .

Ra p h a e l  did  no t  rep l y ,  ins t e a d  he  st r a i g h t e n e d  up  to  his  fu l l  he i g h t ,  

til t e d  hi s  he a d  ba c k  an d  gu l p e d  do w n  a  mo u t h f u l  of  blo o d .  Em a n u e l  too k  a  

loo k  at  the  de b r i s  sho o t i n g  pa s t  the m  bo t h  an d  the  hu g e  mo v i n g  roc k s  tha t  

we r e  al l  tha t  rem a i n e d  of  the  six t h  wo r l d .

‘Wh e r e  did  it  al l  go  wr o n g?’  He  ha d n ’ t  me a n t  to  spe a k  alo u d .

‘Wh e n  do e s  it  ev e r  go  rig h t?’  Ra p h  re p l i e d  an d  sp a t  so m e  of  his  bl o o d  

in  the  di r e c t i o n  of  the  sp i l l ,  sw a l l o w i n g  a  few  mo r e  tim e s .  Em a n u e l  fe l t  a  lit t l e  

be t t e r  bu t  cou l d  ba r e l y  ra i s e  a  sm i l e .  He  an d  Ra p h  ha d  de s t r o y e d  a  wo r l d .

Ra p h  spa t  ag a i n  an d  sa i d ,  ‘Jov i a n  is  co m i n g . ’  

‘Jov i a n?’

‘Tha t  is  its  na m e .  Sta y  be h i n d  me.’

‘Bu t  the r e  are  roc k s  al l  ar o u n d . ..’

‘Th e n  I sha l l  be  roc k  ha r d .’

Th e  So n  di d n ’ t  ha v e  the  he a r t  to  sto p  him ,  he  wa s  ce r t a i n  tha t  Ra p h  

wo u l d  be  al r i g h t  bu t  ho w  cou l d  he  go  on  fig h t i n g  in  su c h  a  me s s?  Ar c h a n g e l s  

we r e  jus t  too  fea r l e s s  or  jus t  too  br a v e ,  it  di d n ’ t  ma t t e r  wh i c h ,  as  the y  bo t h  

am o u n t e d  to  the  sa m e  thi n g .  An  Ar c h  did n’ t  st o p  un t i l  the  job  wa s  do n e .  

Em a n u e l  wa n t e d  to  st o p ,  clo s e  hi s  ey e s  an d  ho p e  it  wo u l d  al l  go  aw a y ;  or  jus t  

run  aw a y  him s e l f ,  so  fas t  an d  so  far  tha t  no  on e  wo u l d  ev e r  be  ab l e  to  ca t c h  

hi m;  de a l  wi t h  rea l.  He  too k  a  de e p  br e a t h  an d  ste p p e d  ou t  be h i n d  Ra p h a e l .

Jo v i a n  pr e s s e d  the  at t a c k  alm o s t  imm e d i a t e l y .  Th e  sig h t  of  the  

Arc h a n g e l ’ s  blo o d  ha d  ind u c e d  a  fre n z i e d  res p o n s e  fro m  the  be i n g .  Em a n u e l  

ke p t  be h i n d  Ra p h ,  bu t  so  low  wa s  hi s  sp i r i t  tha t  he  rar e l y  pa i d  an y  at t e n t i o n  to  
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wh a t  wa s  ha p p e n i n g .  He  wa s  vag u e l y  aw a r e  tha t  he  an d  Ra p h  we r e  mo v i n g  

ba c k w a r d s .  Ra p h  mu s t  be  in  ter r i b l e  pa i n  wh y  wa s  it  ha p p e n i n g ?  Wh y  al l  the  

ba d n e s s  an d  su f f e r i n g?  Wh a t  wa s  the  po i n t  in  fig h t i n g?  He  kne w  the  an s w e r ;  

he  ha d  alw a y s  kno w n  the  an s w e r . ..  

‘Da d,’  he  sa i d  so f t l y .  

He  co u l d  he a r  the  sh o u t s  an d  cou l d  see  the  blo w s ,  bu t  he  no  lon g e r  

ca r e d  an y m o r e .  Hi s  Da d  wo u l d  ma k e  ev e r y t h i n g  al l  rig h t ,  he  alw a y s  di d.  He  

wo u l d  tou c h  Em a n u e l  an d  no t h i n g  wo u l d  com e  be t w e e n  the m .  Th e r e  wa s  no  

rea s s u r a n c e  lik e  his  Da d’ s .  No t  Ra p h ,  no t  M i c h a e l ,  no t  ev e n  Ur i,  no t  al l  of  

the m  co m b i n e d  co u l d  br i n g  com f o r t  lik e  tha t .  Hi s  Da d  cou l d  tra n s f o r m  hi m  

wi t h  on e  str o k e .  ‘Wh e n  I’m  wi t h  Da d  I wi l l  al l  be  al r i g h t ,’  he  to l d  him s e l f .  ‘I  

wo n’ t  ev e n  wo r r y  ab o u t  an y  of  th i s.’

‘Lov e  to  do  you!’

Th e  wo r d s  br o u g h t  Em a n u e l  ou t  of  hi s  re v e r i e .  It  wa s  Jo v i a n ,  or  on e  of  

Jo v i a n ’ s  me m b e r s  wh i c h  ha d  br o k e n  aw a y  fro m  the  figh t i n g  an d  wa s  no w  se t  

up o n  the  So n  of  Go d .  Em a n u e l  sho t  a  gla n c e  at  Ra p h ,  wh o  wa s  figh t i n g  in  

the  sh a d o w  of  the  fou r t h  wo r l d .  Ho w  ha d  the y  go t  the r e?  Em a n u e l  cou l d n ’ t  

re c a l l .

‘Se e  the  Ar c h .  Se e  ho w  it  bl e e d s!’

Do u b t  sp r e a d  thr o u g h  the  So n ,  Ra p h  wa s  figh t i n g  ha r d  bu t  hi s  blo o d  

wa s  fly i n g  in  al l  di r e c t i o n s .

‘Lo o k  up o n  hi s  glo r y  an d  kno w  the  tru t h .  Th a t  is  wh a t  aw a i t s  al l  of  the  

se v e n .  Th e y ’ l l  ch o k e  on  the i r  ow n  bl o o d ,  yo u r  fam i l y  in  ru i n s!  Wo e  to  

Em a n u e l!’

‘Lis t e n  to  it  no t  fo r  it  is  a  pa c k  of  lie s!’ Ra p h a e l  sh o u t e d  ou t  an d  blo o d  

bu r s t  ou t  of  hi s  mo u t h  lik e  a  tor r e n t ,  a  riv e r  of  red  floa t i n g  in  the  va c u u m  of  

sp a c e .  Wo u l d  the  fou r t h  wo r l d  dr i n k  of  Ra p h s  cu p  as  we l l?  Em a n u e l  fe l t  a  tug  

on  hi s  sho u l d e r .

‘Be l i e v e  you r  ow n  ey e s!’  Th e  me m b e r  sa i d .

Em a n u e l  kn e w  be t t e r  tha n  to  be  bl i n d e d  by  sig h t .  ‘I do n’ t  be l i e v e  my  

ey e s .’
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 Th e  me m b e r  gr i m a c e d  an d  hi s s e d ,  ‘I wi s h  I wa s  spe c i a l ,  so  fuc k i n g  

sp e c i a l!’  Its  he a d  sna p p e d  ba c k  ab r u p t l y  an d  the n  be c a m e  st i l l.  Em a n u e l ’ s  fis t  

sh o t  ba c k  jus t  as  qu i c k l y  as  it  ha d  ap p e a r e d .  

‘We l l  you’ r e  no t,’  the  So n  rep l i e d .  Th e  so u n d  of  a  de e p  rum b l e  en t e r e d  

int o  Em a n u e l ’ s  mi n d ;  lau g h t e r?  He  su p p o s e d  it  wa s  Ra p h  or  ma y b e  Ur i ,  or  

co u l d  it  ha v e  be e n  som e o n e  el s e ...  Th e  So n  wa s n ’ t  ce r t a i n ,  hi s  foc u s  wa s  

sli p p i n g .  ‘Tra u m a t i c , ’  he  sa i d  alo u d .

Em a n u e l  no d d e d  in  ag r e e m e n t  to  the  wo r d s  as  if  the y  ha d  be e n  

sp o k e n  by  som e o n e  el s e .  He  rem a i n e d  st i l l  an d  qu i e t  no t  pa y i n g  at t e n t i o n ,  

the  rem a i n d e r  of  the  ba t t l e  ra g e d  on  wi t h  no  fur t h e r  pa r t  pla y e d  by  Em a n u e l .  

Ra p h a e l  ha d  ke p t  a  con s t a n t  che c k  on  hi m  wh i l e  he  fin i s h e d  of f  the  las t  

re s i s t a n c e  of  Jo v i a n  an d  no w  the  Un i o n  wa s  un d e r  his  co n t r o l .  Th e  Arc h a n g e l  

di d n ’ t  ru s h  to  see  if  the  So n  of  Go d  wa s  in  ne e d ,  he  did n ’ t  ha v e  too.  Ra p h a e l  

wa s  in  no  rus h  ei t h e r .  He  us e d  the  tim e  af t e r  the  vic t o r y  to  rec o v e r ,  

di m i n i s h i n g  the  flow  of  bl o o d  an d  fix i n g  so m e  of  the  int e r n a l  da m a g e  tha t  he  

ha d  tak e n  du r i n g  the  de s t r u c t i o n  of  the  si x t h  wo r l d .  Wh i l s t  br i n g i n g  or d e r  to  

hi s  ph y s i c a l  fo r m  the  Ar c h a n g e l  al s o  res t o r e d  ord e r  an d  ca l m  to  hi s  ow n  

sp i r i t .  Sl o w l y  he  bro u g h t  do w n  the  lev e l  of  ra g e  an d  ma s t e r e d  the  ha t r e d  un t i l  

he  fe l t  ca l m .  Jo v i a n ’ s  sou l  ha d  be e n  lik e  po i s o n  to  him .  Bu t  Ra p h  wa s  no w  in  

co n t r o l .

He  kn e l t  do w n  an d  too k  Em a n u e l  ge n t l y  by  the  sho u l d e r s .  ‘It  is  

ac c o m p l i s h e d . ’

Th e  So n  too k  a  loo k  at  the  An g e l i c  bo d y  wh i c h  st o o d  ne x t  to  him .  It  

wa s  mo t i o n l e s s  be s i d e  a  sli g h t  wo b b l e  to  its  he a d  an d  its  fea t u r e s  we r e  

ind i s c e r n i b l e .  Th e  ot h e r  twe n t y- two  bo d i e s  we r e  in  the  sam e  st a t e  of  flu x ;  

al t h o u g h  so m e  ha d  the i r  he a d s  flo p p e d  to  on e  sid e ,  bu t  the y  too  ha d  a  sl i g h t  

wo b b l e .  ‘Yo u’ r e  ce r t a i n?’  he  as k e d .

Ra p h  ra i s e d  a  for e f i n g e r  an d  ma d e  a  ci r c u l a r  mo t i o n .  Jo v i a n ’ s  bo d i e s  

be g a n  to  tur n  on  the  spo t .  Th e  Ar c h a n g e l  inc r e a s e d  the  sp e e d  an d  wi d t h  of  

the  mo v e m e n t  of  his  fin g e r  an d  the  An g e l i c  bo d i e s  spe d  up  in  ac c o r d a n c e .  It  

loo k e d  lik e  som e  ma d  da n c e  be i n g  pe r f o r m e d ,  Em a n u e l  le t  ou t  an  un c e r t a i n  

lau g h .  ‘Tha t  is  so  wr o n g , ’  he  sa i d .
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Th e  bo d i e s  st a r t e d  to  roc k  ba c k w a r d s  an d  for w a r d s ,  the i r  arm s  an d  

leg s  jer k e d  ab o u t .  Sl o w l y  the y  ca m e  tog e t h e r  for m i n g  a  clu s t e r  an d  the n  

se p a r a t e d  sli g h t l y  to  pa r t n e r  on e  an o t h e r  in  a  str a n g e  sp a s m o d i c  da n c e .  ‘The  

po s s i b i l i t i e s  are  lim i t l e s s ,’  Ra p h  sa i d,  an d  no t i c i n g  the  st u n n e d  loo k  on  

Em a n u e l ’ s  fac e  he  let  ou t  a  roa r  of  lau g h t e r .  

Em a n u e l  co u l d  see  tha t  Jo v i a n  ha d  sta r t e d  to  pe r f o r m  so m e  ve r y  

cru d e  mo v e s .  ‘Arc h a n g e l s , ’  he  mu t t e r e d  di s a p p r o v i n g l y ,  an d  the n  ad d e d ,  ‘Le t  

us  be  rid  of  it  Ra p h . ’

‘As  yo u  sa y ,’  Ra p h a e l  re p l i e d .  

Ne i t h e r  of  the m  sp o k e  as  Jo v i a n  pa s s e d  by.  Th e y  fol l o w e d  the  da n c i n g  

Un i o n  al l  the  wa y  to  the  ce n t r e  of  the  so l a r  sy s t e m  an d  Em a n u e l  wa t c h e d  as  

Jo v i a n  da n c e d  hi s  wa y  int o  the  bu r n i n g  Su n .  Ra p h  ha d  us e d  the  tim e  to  

rep a i r  som e  mo r e  of  hi s  da m a g e  wh i c h  ha d  be e n  ex t e n s i v e .  Em a n u e l  

low e r e d  hi s  ga z e  as  the  Un i o n  di s a p p e a r e d  int o  the  bu r n i n g  St a r .  

‘Un d e r  the  su r f a c e  an d  un a b l e  to  bre a k  fre e ,’  Ra p h  sa i d  in  a  ton e  of  

fin a l i t y .

As  lon g  as  the  Su n  wo u l d  bu r n  the  Un i o n  of  An g e l s  wo u l d  be  in  its  

fie r y  to r m e n t .  Jo v i a n  wo u l d  be  the r e  for  a  lon g  tim e  to  co m e .

‘Wh y?’  Em a n u e l  as k e d .

‘Fo r  Ur i e l ,’  Ra p h  an s w e r e d .

‘Ye a h ,  for  Ur i,’  he  too k  a  st e a d y i n g  bre a t h ,  ‘ou r  big  Br o t h e r . ’

‘Yo u r  big  Br o t h e r ,’  arg u e d  the  Arc h a n g e l .

Em a n u e l  sh o o k  hi s  he a d  bu t  hi s  ha i r  fa i l e d  to  qu i v e r ,  it  ha d  too  mu c h  

bl o o d  in  it.

‘Th e  Se r a p h . . .’

‘It  is  na m e d  Qu a o a r . ’

‘Qu a o a r  is  in  the  de e p .’
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‘Th e n  we  sha l l  go  to  hi s  aid  an d  re t u r n  him  to  hi s  dw e l l i n g . ’  Th e y  

tur n e d  fro m  the  bu r n i n g  St a r  an d  st a r t e d  the i r  jou r n e y  ba c k  th r o u g h  the  so l a r  

sy s t e m .  ‘How  di d  you  ge t  the  Se r a p h  int o  the  de e p?’  Ra p h a e l  as k e d .

‘The  ei g h t h  wo r l d ,’  Em a n u e l  pa u s e d  an d  the n  co r r e c t e d  him s e l f .  ‘The  

se v e n t h  wo r l d ,  lo t s  of  hy d r o g e n ,  he l i u m ,  wa t e r ,  am m o n i a  an d  me t h a n e . ’  

Ra p h a e l  ha d  an  inq u i s i t i v e  loo k  ab o u t  him .  Th e  So n  did  a  ha l f  tu r n  an d  ga v e  

a  lit t l e  wi g g l e ;  hi s  gr i n  wa s  co m p l i m e n t e d  by  sl i g h t l y  ro s y  che e k s .  It  too k  a  

mo m e n t ,  bu t  the n  Ra p h  be g a n  to  roa r .  He  wa s  st i l l  lau g h i n g  as  the y  ca m e  in  

lin e  wi t h  the  fou r t h  Wo r l d .  Th e  Wo r l d  wa s  ma r r e d ,  en g u l f e d  in  a  sw i r l i n g  red  

mi s t .  ‘It  wi l l  be c o m e  a  red  pla n e t  in  tim e ,’  Em a n u e l  sa i d  an d  pu l l e d  Ra p h a e l  to  

a  st a n d s t i l l .  ‘I lov e  you,  Ra p h . ’

Th e  Arc h a n g e l  di d  no t  re s p o n d  qu i c k l y .  ‘Lo v e  is  st r e n g t h , ’  he  sa i d ,  an d  

pu l l e d  som e  of  the  dr y  bl o o d  ou t  of  the  So n’ s  ha i r .

Em a n u e l  st a r t e d  to  wa v e  hi s  el b o w s  fro m  sid e  to  sid e  wh i l s t  fle x i n g  hi s  

no n e x i s t e n t  mu s c l e s .  ‘The n  I’ve  go t  the  st r e n g t h  of  a  gia n t ,’  he  sa i d  in  a  

pl a y f u l  ton e .  

‘Rem i n d  me  ne v e r  to  en g a g e  you  in  ba t t l e ,’  lau g h e d  the  Ar c h a n g e l .

Em a n u e l  bl e w  a  ras p b e r r y  an d  ch u c k l e d ,  he  fel t  mu c h  be t t e r  no w.  He  

de l i b e r a t e l y  ign o r e d  the  fif t h ,  no t  wa n t i n g  to  se e  the  gi a n t  ga s  pl a n e t  wi t h  its  

hu g e  re d  sp o t .  Bu t  Ra p h  br o u g h t  him  to  a  st o p  sh o r t l y  af t e r ,  the  So n  sp e n t  

so m e  tim e  ad m i r i n g  Ra p h a e l ’ s  wo r k .  Th e  Arc h a n g e l  wa s  sk i l l e d  in  wh a t  he  

di d.  Al l  the  de b r i s  of  the  old  pl a n e t  wa s  be i n g  ac c o u n t e d  for  an d  no w  the  

Arc h a n g e l  wa s  so r t i n g  an d  al i g n i n g  al l  ma n n e r  of  roc k s ,  gr e a t  an d  sm a l l  in  

siz e ,  an d  cre a t i n g  a  pe r f e c t  lin e.  Th e n  Ra p h a e l  se t  of f  wi t h  the  lin e  mo v i n g  

be f o r e  him  an d  he  di d n ’ t  st o p  un t i l  the y  ha d  re a c h e d  the  ne x t  Wo r l d .  Th e n  he  

ma d e  the  lin e  cu r v e  in  pe r f e c t  sy m m e t r y  aro u n d  tha t  pl a n e t .  

Em a n u e l  loo k e d  in  wo n d e r  at  the  six t h  wo r l d  wi t h  its  be a u t i f u l  rin g  

sy s t e m  go i n g  ar o u n d  it.  ‘Tha t  is  stu n n i n g , ’  he  sa i d .

‘Tid y ,’  ag r e e d  Ra p h ,

‘Mo r e  tha n  tid y i n g ,  Ra p h . ’  Th e  wo r d s  we r e  sa i d  in  a  st e r n  ma n n e r .  Th e  

Arc h a n g e l  no d d e d  in  qu i c k  ag r e e m e n t ;  he  kn e w  the  So n  ha d  a  dif f e r e n t  
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pe r s p e c t i v e  on  su c h  th i n g s .  Ra p h a e l  wa i t e d  for  wh a t  he  con s i d e r e d  to  be  the  

ap p r o p r i a t e  du r a t i o n ;  he  tap p e d  his  fin g e r s  on  Em a n u e l ’ s  he a d ,  ind i c a t i n g  

tha t  it  wa s  tim e  to  mo v e  on.  Pa s s i n g  the  se v e n t h  wi t h o u t  co m m e n t  the y  

ap p r o a c h e d  the  de e p .

‘Yo u  can  wa i t  he r e ,’  Ra p h  ha d  tur n e d  an d  wa s  ab o u t  to  de s c e n d  int o  

the  da r k n e s s .  ‘Qu a o a r  ma y  be  in  ne e d  of  re a s s u r a n c e . ’

Em a n u e l  sa w  the  se n s e  in  Ra p h a e l ’ s  re a s o n i n g  bu t  he  st i l l  fel t  a  bi t  

st u n g  by  the  wo r d s .  ‘Wh a t e v e r , ’  he  bit  hi s  lip  imm e d i a t e l y  af t e r  sp e a k i n g .  

Ra p h  ra i s e d  an  ey e b r o w  be f o r e  di s a p p e a r i n g  ou t  of  sig h t .  Th e  So n  

mo v e d  to  the  ed g e  of  the  de e p .  He  soo n  he a r d  Ra p h ’ s  vo i c e ,  he  wa s  te l l i n g  

Qu a o a r  tha t  he  wa s  on e  of  the  se v e n  wh o  st o o d  be f o r e  the  th r o n e  of  Go d ,  

an d  tha t  he  ha d  com e  to  tak e  the  Se r a p h  ba c k  to  its  rig h t f u l  dw e l l i n g  pla c e .  

He  al s o  sa i d  tha t  Em a n u e l  wa s  wa i t i n g  ab o v e  an d  al l  wa s  we l l .  

As  Qu a o a r  as c e n d e d ,  the  br e a c h  in  spa c e  wa s  pu s h e d  ou t w a r d s ,  by  

the  tim e  the  Se r a p h i m  cam e  ou t  the r e  wa s  no  tra c e  lef t  of  the  da r k n e s s .  No  

sig n  tha t  it  ha d  ev e r  be e n  the r e  at  al l,  ex c e p t  tha t  no w  the  eig h t h  Wo r l d  

mo v e d  in  a  na t u r a l  ac c o r d a n c e  to  the  res t  of  the  pl a n e t s  in  the  so l a r  sy s t e m ,  

un l i k e  it  ha d  be f o r e .  

Em a n u e l  loo k e d  at  Ra p h .

‘How  di d  he  do  tha t?’

‘Se r a p h i m , ’  the  Arc h a n g e l  sh r u g g e d .

Em a n u e l  sc a n n e d  the  so l a r  sy s t e m  an d  no t e d  ho w  it  ha d  ch a n g e d ,  

an d  no t  ne c e s s a r i l y  for  the  wo r s e .  ‘It’s  al m o s t  as  if  it  we r e  me a n t  to  be,’  he  

ex c l a i m e d .

Ra p h  sno r t e d ,  ‘Ca u s e  an d  ef f e c t ,  no t h i n g  mo r e .’

Th e  Arc h a n g e l  pl a c e d  a  ha n d  de e p  wi t h i n  Qu a o a r  an d  wh e n  he  

bro u g h t  it  ou t  the  ha n d  wa s  ab l a z e  wi t h  bl u e  an d  go l d  fla m e s .  He  ruf f l e d  

Em a n u e l ’ s  ha i r  wi t h  it  an d  wh e n  he  wa s  do n e  the r e  wa s  no  tra c e  of  an y  bl o o d  

lef t.  Ra p h  the n  pl a c e d  hi s  ha n d  ba c k  int o  the  Se r a p h  an d  wh e n  he  pu l l e d  it  

ba c k  ou t  the  fir e  wa s  go n e .  Em a n u e l  sho o k  his  he a d  fro m  sid e  to  sid e ,  hi s  

ha i r  vib r a n t  ag a i n .
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‘Le t’ s  go.’  Em a n u e l  wa s  be a m i n g .

W i t h  Qu a o a r  lig h t i n g  the  wa y  the y  we r e  ho m e w a r d  bo u n d .  

Th e  En d
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No t e  fro m  the  au t h o r
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