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10 Fantastic Christmas Gift Ideas For Kitchen Lovers!

The Christmas season is upon us, and stress has begun to fill the air!
Sometimes we just don’t have the time to be creative! As giving
should never be a source of stress I felt the need to share my personal
gift ideas for Christmas this year for those who find it difficult to get
out of the kitchen. I hope you find inspiration!

1. Cookware. Every cook loves new cookware. No surprise there, but
there are ways to make this gift more special. For example a nhew
sauce pan would be a wonderful present for under the Christmas tree,
but in addition, find a great sauce recipe to be used as a stocking
stuffer along with all the required ingredients!

2. Flavored Oils and Vinegars. A sure way to create a new or improve
an old dish!

New oils and vinegars are always a treat for a cook, you can never
have enough! Walnut oil, Avocado oil, Truffle oil, simply take a look
around your local specialty food store and you will be amazed at the
variety today!

3. Plastic Storage Containers. They must be of the best quality which
are able to go into the freezer, dishwasher, and microwave! I don't
know how but these containers always seem to disappear and you can
never have enough of them or enough sizes. Why not buy several
different shapes and sizes but fill them full of special nuts or candies to
make this gift more special than plain old plastic!

4. Liquor. Although we all like to have a little Christmas cheer, there is
another wonderful use for liquor in the kitchen. It is essential for
creating beautiful demi-glazes for your favorite meat dishes and most
likely your cook at home will not splurge on such luxurious liquids. So
why not help your favorite chef out and purchase a few bottles of
liquor to cook with! Brandy, Sherry, Bourbon and Madeira are all
fantastic to use.

5. Wine. Like liquor wine is also essential for deglazing pans and
creating incredible sauces. Again, why not include a recipe as a
stocking stuffer as well. Inspiration is always welcomed by any cook.

6. Coffee & Tea. Most kitchen lovers love coffee if not to drink, to cook
with. So why not create a specialty coffee gift basket? It's easy to find
local free trade coffee in you neighborhood specialty food store and

For more information on Christmas Gifts
http://tinyurl.com/6zxave




Christmas Gifts

while you're there by some cinnamon sticks, honey, flavored syrups
etc. Why not also throw in some specialty coffee mugs and some
liquors such as Baileys or Kahlua. What a treat!! Tea is also widely
used in kitchens today. Instead of boring brines, use tea instead!

7. Cookbooks. Again another "no-brainer” but if they truly love to cook
then they LOVE cookbooks. We never get tired of cookbooks, but be
sure to find the best ones. Look for a specialty cookbook store and
you'll have a fantastic gift in your hands.

8. Microplane. If you're special chef does not have one then here is
another must have kitchen item. They are inexpensive and vital when
adding or enhancing flavor in dishes. Why not combine a Microplane
with several of its favorite counterparts like whole nutmeg, whole
cinnamon, whole star anise etc. That way your chef can get right down
to business!

9. Appliances. Maybe not an oven or a fridge but why not a new
electric mixer or Panini press? Here’s a shopping tip... when wanting to
purchase any of these items this year buy on-line! Small appliances
are almost always less expensive when purchased on-line and shipping
is often waived as well. Stores charge a premium this time of year so
save yourself time and money and buy on -line!

10. Tableware. If they love to cook then they love to entertain. Why
not find beautiful glassware, or placemats, or service plates that they
can show off their creations with. Unique paper napkins make great
stocking stuffers and linen napkins with gorgeous napkin rings are
always a treat.

So don't let stress take the fun out of Christmas this season. There are
truly plenty of ways to put smiles on faces this year. And for one last
suggestion: make your own Specialty Gift Basket! Create your own gift
basket by combining several of the above ideas. Now that is an
incredible gift for any kitchen lover!
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A Perfect Family Christmas Gift

There’s no denying that Christmas time is fast approaching. Aside from
Christmas decors, one of the most popular items purchased during this
special season include a wide array of Christmas gifts. Being a major
attraction for everyone, Christmas gifts are anticipated by everyone
especially those by families and family members.

CHOOSING PRESENTS FOR THE FAMILY

Christmas is indeed a very special time for families all over the world.
Bringing the joy and excitement of Christmas time into its fullest form
are family Christmas gifts and presents. Each and everyone of us
would want to give our parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers,
daughters, sons, husbands, wives a special family present.

Like finding that elusive gift for a girlfriend or a boyfriend, choosing
the perfect family Christmas gift can be a strenuous and tedious task.
To help you find the perfect gift for your family members, here are
some gift ideas and presents that will surely make their Christmas
season merrier.

Among the so many family Christmas gift ideas out there, handmade
family Christmas presents always top the list. Aside from being unique,
various selections of family Christmas presents also reflect the value of
the recipient.

Hand-made Christmas gifts may include a special painting of a family,
a sculpture that symbolizes family unity, or pieces of clothing that
embody familial spirit. Family picture or a picture of a specific family
member placed in a special hand-made frame is also an excellent
choice.

If you're on a tight budget and would still want to provide something
for your family members, worry no more because family Christmas
gifts need not be expensive. All you have to do is to know the interests
of each family member and personalized something for them.

Inexpensive family Christmas presents may include customized
Christmas cards and home-made cookies, home-cooked meals and
delights, a personal shopping spree for them or a day of special
service. Remember, when giving gifts, the monetary value of the item
of the present counts, it’s the thought behind it that really matters.
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But, if you really want to give something concrete for a present, here
are some unique family Christmas gifts you can choose from:

1. One-year subscription of the family’s favorite magazine or
newspaper. If the whole family is into reading a specific magazine or a
newspaper, why not surprise them a year of subscription? Aside from
helping your parents out in cutting expenses caused by subscription,
this is also a practical idea because all of the family members will
benefit from it.

2. A new Bible. If your family is Catholic, a new Bible will definitely be
a prized possession. You can buy a newest or latest version in
hardbound or if you want to be somehow techy, an audio Bible is
perfect for the whole family especially for those members who love to
drive.

3. A music CD. If the family loves to listen to a certain artist or inclined
to a specific music genre, a music cd will definitely be a hit.

4. Lots of video or DVD. If almost all of the family members are movie
buffs, it would be a pleasant surprise for each and every one of them if
you buy quality movies in DVD. Aside from being able to share it with
everyone, copies of timeless movies can also be an investment in the
future.

5. Fun stuff and games for the family. If you're family is into playing a
specific game together for a bonding, then fun stuff and games such
as board games, projects, and activities will be appreciated.
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5 Perfect Christmas Gift Ideas For Him

It's holiday time again and what should you get for him? He has
everything, so what else could there possibly be? Don’t give up yet
because there are plenty of unique ideas for the man who’s difficult to
shop for.

Gift Idea For Him #1: Naming a Star in His Honor

If the man in your life is also a star in your eyes, let him know with the
perfect Christmas gift idea. There are many online novelty stores,
which offer star naming kits. For a set price, you can have a star
named after the man in your life. The complete kits come with a
certificate, a map so that he can locate his special star and other
information about star naming and astronomy. You can also select a
date in which the star was officially named. Maybe it’s an Anniversary
or Birthday. Perhaps, it's in honor of Christmas. The star naming
service will imprint any date that you choose on the certificate. Many
of the stores offer custom framing, or you can find a frame at a local
department store. If he’s into astronomy, of just to let him know that
you think he’s a star, this is a great gift. In addition, it’s unlikely that
most people would already have a star named after them so this would
be very original.

Gift Idea For Him #2: A Watch

If you want to let him know that you love it timeless, buy him a watch.
It's practical, thoughtful and carries a wonderful meaning. Slip a note
inside the watch box, which reads "Time flies when I'm with you." Gold
watches are nice and they don’t always have to be expensive. Shop
around at some of the online stores and browse their huge selection of
watches.

Gift Idea For Him #3: Tools

If the gentleman in your life is also the home’s handyman, consider a
toolkit. There are some terrific kits, which contain hundreds of items,
which are available and make wonderful Christmas gift ideas. When
searching for the perfect toolkit, keep in mind what he likes to do. If
he prefers to build things, look for a kit with the tools necessary for
building. If he likes to repair, look for a kit with a lot of fix-it tools and
spare gadgets. You know what they say - busy hands are happy
hands.
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Gift Idea For Him #4: Unique Sports Items

If your guy is a sports nut, consider the ultimate unique gift. Log on to
his favorite team’s website and read about any construction or new
projects being built for use by the team. Many times, during
construction of a new facility or building, the teams will sell customized
bricks to help with financing of the project. You could purchase a brick
used for construction, have it engraved with his name and present a
certificate to let him know that he will forever be a part of his favorite
sports team. If his favorite team is building a new stadium or other
brick structure, the brick would be used and forever remain as part of
the facility. Talk about a homerun, this will be it! A better Christmas
gift idea, for a sports fan, would be difficult to find. If he’s a race fan,
check out the Auto Racing Hall of Fame & Museum in North Carolina,
where you can purchase actual race-used tires from some of NASCAR's
top drivers for less than $100.00, which includes the Certificate of
Authenticity.

Gift Idea For Him #5: A Gift Card

If you've looked all around and still can’t find the perfect gift, consider
a gift card. For the man that is truly impossible to shop for, let him do
the shopping for himself. Gift cards are great because they give the
recipient an opportunity to buy anything in the store, as determined by
the value of the gift card, without spending a dime.
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6 Perfect Christmas Gift Ideas For Her

How can you shop for a woman who already owns everything she
wants? It's not as difficult as you may think because there’s always a
unique approach at buying for the woman who seemingly has a closet
full of clothes or a box full of jewelry. Besides, there’s always room for
one more outfit or piece of jewelry.

Gift Idea For Her #1: Diamonds

Diamonds are timeless and always in style. The most commonly found
are white diamonds, but what about a blue, cognac or black diamond?
These are becoming more readily available and are quite stunning.
They are certainly not something that you see at the local jewelry
store without seeing a huge price tag to match. If you're looking for a
nice selection of jewelry for Christmas gift ideas, at an affordable
price, browse around the internet and compare prices.

Gift Idea For Her #2: Snuggly Pajamas

Being that Christmas falls in winter, it's always nice to have a pair of
snuggly pajamas for those chilly evenings. Fleece pants come in a
variety of adorable desighs and, matched with a cotton t-shirt, are
perfectly comfortable for an evening at home and make wonderful
Christmas gift ideas.

Gift Idea For Her #3: Naming a Star in Her Honor

If she is the star in your life, let her know by naming a star in her
honor. There are quite a few novelty stores online, which offer star
naming services. For a set price, you can name a star, give it a
dedication date and present it as a gift to the special lady in your life.
Along with a star information kit, the buyer receives a certificate
suitable for framing and a map to indicate the location of the star. The
specialty store usually offers a framing package, but you can save
some big bucks if you buy a nice frame at a local store and frame it
yourself. It’s almost certain that she doesn’t already have her own
star, so this will be a truly unique Christmas gift idea.

Gift Idea For Her #4: Foot Massager

How many times does she say how nice it would be to sit down? What
if, while she was sitting, she could get a foot massage? There are
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plenty of foot massagers, especially near the holidays, that are made
available for sale. Some have water to give a spa-like treatment while
others allow you to slip your foot inside just as you would a slipper.

Either would make a nice gift for the woman who’s on her feet all day.

Gift Idea For Her #5: Personalized Birthstone Ring

Personalization is always a nice Christmas gift idea. Consider a
personalized birthstone ring or a ring which includes the birthstones of
the special people in her life. An initial pin is also a great way to go
and a classic addition to a turtleneck sweater, as well.

Gift Idea For Her #6: A Gift Certificate

If all else fails, consider a gift certificate or gift card for use at her
favorite store. This option is terrific for the woman who is truly
impossible to shop for because, this way, she can do the shopping for
herself. When selecting a store, make sure it’s one that she frequents
so that you know it’s a favorite. A box of her favorite chocolates, or
other candy, would also make a thoughtful touch.
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Are Toys & Video Games The Right Christmas Gifts For
Kids?

It's the age of innocence when their eyes a little brighter and their
smile are full of possibilities. Their minds are being shaped by
everything around them and it's important to make sure that those
surroundings are positive and promote good character traits.

The question is are toys and video games the right Christmas gift for
kids? The simple answer - yes.

Creative Development

Children love toys and they love to play video games. Imagination is
the greatest gift that we can give our children and toys are essential to
their creative development. With so many toys on the market, it's
difficult to choose which are best for our little ones during this holiday
season. The best way to know is to ask your child to write a Christmas
list. Go over the list and make sure that everything will be a positive
learning, or playful, experience for your child. Avoid buying anything
with an implication of violence or negative influences, which is
sometimes present in current video games.

Promote Healthy Competition and Creativity

On the other hand... Video games can offer a very positive learning
experience if selected carefully. They have the ability to promote
healthy competition and creativity. If a child fails to achieve the next
level in a video game, they are forced to come up with more creative
ways to move forward. This creativity can lead to a wonderful
imagination in all areas of life. Video games can also promote
persistence and shows a child that patience is a key factor in achieving
any goal. If a child begins playing a video game and stays with that
game until he/she defeats it, this promotes patience, determination
and intelligence. The child will learn that, if he/she works hard enough,
they can achieve anything. This will carry over into other aspects of
life and will be a positive experience. The most important thing is, that
now, the child is simply having fun and doesn’t even realize how
beneficial a creative mind can be. They don’t realize that they are
learning and, to them, they’re just enjoying their toys.

Promote Sharing
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Toys and games are terrific Christmas gifts for kids also because they
promote sharing while keeping the child entertained and happy. Some
toys promote learning, such as math and board games. Others, such
as building blocks, promote creativity and the ability to build things on
their own. A karaoke unit could help a child overcome shyness while a
Barbie doll will allow a child to make up story lines and create fictional
events.

Age Recommendations

Before choosing any toys or games as Christmas gifts for kids, make
sure to read the age recommendations printed on the box or noted in
the description. It's important that the age recommendations match
that of your child for safety reasons. If a toy needs batteries, don't
forget to include them in the box.

Unconditional Love

Keeping in mind that children are very influential, the best gift that we
could ever give is unconditional love. Perhaps you can’t wrap it up or
even add a fancy red bow, but that just goes to prove that the best
things in life really are free.

Happy Holidays!
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Avoid Giving Really Bad Christmas Presents

Let's face it, the last thing you want to be known as at Christmas time
is the bad present giver. There is nothing worse than being sat with
your family or friends at Christmas, only to watch the false smiles
appear on their faces as you hand over a pair of socks and a box of
chocolates for the third year running. If this sounds like you then you
may just benefit reading this advice before it is too late.

Bad presents tend to fall into three categories, Thoughtless, Useless
and Boring. If you have been unfortunate enough to receive any gift
from that list then you should have an idea of an alternative which you
would have been much happier with

Turn a thoughtless gift into a thoughtful gift...

One of the obvious signs of a thoughtless gift is the ‘rush' factor.
Regardless of the cost, a gift that looks like it has been bought in a
hurry screams a like of thought and preparation. Even the most
expensive bottle of champagne would not impress someone who is
teetotal.

Taking your time and being organized is the key to making sure your
gifts this year are your most thoughtful yet. The internet is perfect for
helping you discover some great unique presents. Many websites
specialize in producing personalized gifts and do not charge extra for
the personalization.

Personalizing a present is a clear indication that you have thought
about the recipient. Nowadays the usual thoughtless gifts can become
a present to treasure for years to come. If they are fond of a particular
tipple you can now personalize a bottle of wine, all you do is type in
the message you would like and it is delivered to your door. Even a
calendar can become the highlight of Christmas day when the lucky
recipient sees their name spelt out in a different image throughout the
12 months.

How to go from Useless to Useful...

Having received my fair share of useless gifts this area is a particular
issue of mine. Who really needs a baseball cap with two can holders
either side off it with a detachable straw? We can all appreciate a
humorous gift, but they don't always have to be useless. Photo gifts
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have taken off in a big way and enable you to send an image via email
and have it printed on to a range of accessories and household items.
Whether it is a cushion for your sofa or a deck chair for the garden,
these great gifts take your favorite photograph and turn it into a
unique gift that looks good as well as being useful.

There are also some wonderful Christmas themed presents available
online that should be essential additions to your preparations for the
big day. Personalized Christmas Stockings and Santa Sacks are perfect
for making Christmas morning even more special and exciting and
they are ideal for keeping all your gifts safe, away from prying eyes.

No more socks, make this Christmas one to remember...

There should be no excuse this year for you to give, or receive for that
matter, a boring gift. With the option of both high street and online
shopping there has never been more choice for all your Christmas
shopping needs. Retailers are gearing up for the festive season earlier
each year with more interesting and exciting presents than ever
before. To buy a boring gift this year would be inexcusable.

Experience Days are the ultimate in exciting gifts. Jumping out of a
plane, speeding round a track in a sports car or tackling wild water
rapids are just a handful of the activity days available online. If a
friend has had a lifetime ambition of doing a bungee jump, why not
treat them to the adrenaline thrill instead of novelty silk tie?

Why not surprise a loved one by naming their own star? A million
miles away from a boring gift, you can now register a name of your
choice on the intergalactic star database and even find the location of
it with a poster of the star's coordinates. Or take one giant leap in your
Christmas shopping habits and purchase a genuine acre of the moon?
A loophole in International Law resulted in American Dennis Law
claiming ownership of the moon and its surrounding satellites which he
then began to sell off acre by acre. Your friend may never actually
manage to step foot on their acre but they will still have an official
certificate from the Lunar Embassy to prove they are the rightful
owners.
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Beat The Christmas Rush With Personalized Mugs

You're hearing the carols and seeing the blinding bright lights
everywhere. The air might be chilly, but the festive mood is so
palpable that you can’t help but get into the swing of things. Christmas
is coming. But before you even think about what presents are in store
for you under the tree, have you wrapped yours yet?

Beat the Rush and Save Cash

Christmas is sugar and spice and everything nice. It's a time for family
and friends, eating and drinking, and, yes, giving and receiving.
Christmas, however, is also the time for deadlines, meeting quotas,
and year-end reports. You'll find yourself busy, busy, busy. Too busy,
in fact, that as a result, you find yourself doing your Christmas
shopping at the very last minute.

Well, it’s time to change all that. A half-hearted attempt at giving is
simply unacceptable. It ruins the very essence of Christmas. So before
you find yourself in @ mad rush to buy presents, why not start early?
This way, you can take your time and beat the rush. Best of all, you
won't be subjected to the price increases that always seem to occur
during the holidays.

Get Up Close and Personal

You know your friends and family best, so it shouldn’t be a problem to
shop for Christmas presents that you know they’ll love. But if you're
strapped for time and cash, however, your choices are limited. Still,
you have to remember that the best gifts are personal and should
come straight from the heart. Consider giving personalized mugs to
your family and friends this Christmas.

Personalized mugs are functional. After all, who wouldn’t want to have
a nice steaming cup of coffee or tea from personalized mugs?
Moreover, as the name suggests, personalized mugs are obviously
personalized, showing that you care. Indeed, personalized mugs are
proof that you took the time and painstaking effort to be up close and
personal — a sentiment that won't be lost on your family and friends.

If you feel that giving personalized mugs as gifts to your family and
friends to be too generic, then why not wrap them up for your boss
and colleagues? In a workplace where mugs go missing in the pantry
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on a regular basis, personalized mugs ensure that everyone has their
own — with their names on it to boot.

When in Doubt, Personalize!

Indeed, personalized mugs make safe, yet still functional and intimate
gifts this Christmas. The best thing about them is that they're
affordable and can fit anyone’s budget. You also get discounts for bulk
orders. It's a great way to make sure that everyone on your list is
taken care of.

If you're sold on the idea of giving personalized mugs for Christmas,
you should start shopping now. You need to allow a few days for
customization. You can choose from many designs, as well as provide
your own - from names to quotations, animals to cartoons. Gift
wrapping and shipping also takes time. By shopping for Christmas
presents early, you not only beat the rush, but you’ll know you’re also
giving the best.
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Business Gift-Giving Tips For The Holiday Season

Be the First to Say 'Happy Holidays'

While it may be fashionable to show up late to the holiday office party,
it is not fashionable to send your holiday gifts late. Send your holiday
gifts early to make an impact. Consider sending a gift basket the week
after Thanksgiving. You could also consider sending a gift to celebrate
the New Year around the 28th of December. Sending holiday gifts at a
different time than other companies will make your gifts stand out!

Be Creative, but Considerate

People say, "It is the thought that counts" when they receive a gift. If
the gift you send, however, has nothing to do with your clients'
interests, they will think, "Wow. They did not even put thought into
this gift."

Make sure you know what your clients and employees like before
selecting their gifts this year. If they are avid golfers, consider giving
your clients or employees Nike Golf Bags or a gift basket filled with
golfing essentials like golf balls, divot tools, and golf markers. When
giving a food item, take into consideration any dietary restrictions due
to religious or medical reasons. Make sure your gifts fit your clients'
and employees' likes to make a positive, lasting impact this holiday
season.

Quality Gifts Deserve Classy Wrapping

No one enjoys seeing a gift wrapped in newspaper or a paper sack. To
avoid running into any last minute wrapping problems, think about the
proper wrapping utensils you need to make your gift's wrapping as
spectacular as the gift it's concealing.

-Cards

A card is not necessarily a part of the gift wrapping process, but many
times, cards do come attached to gifts. Let people know how much
you appreciate them by attaching a card with a thoughtful message
inside. And, be sure to double-check the spelling of your client's name
because the smallest error can ruin your gift.

-Gift Wrap
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Invest in nice gift wrap. You do not need to buy the most expensive
wrapping paper, but you should invest in something so the recipient
knows you did not just haphazardly pick up the gift the day you gave it
to them.

-Ribbons and Bows and Frills

There is no need to go overboard with these gift wrapping accessories.
A nice bow, however, can be the perfect finishing touch on a present.
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